
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



LETTERS 

FROM 

Elizabeth Sophia de Valiere 

TO HSR F&IBND 

XouisaHortensia ds Caktelev. 

BY 

MADAM RICCOBONI. 

Tranilated from the Frbhch bjr 

Mr. MACEUEN. 

IN TWO VOLUMES. 
VOLUME II. 







LONDON, t '^ -^ ;;];.-^ 

Printed for T. Beckbt 5 and P. A. Dc HbJtWi, rr^C^ 
Strand, i77i, ■ic:^Js^^ 



^^^, ^\ Vtji^^ 



LETTERS 

FROM 

Elizabeth Sophia de Valiere 

To her Friend 

Louisa Hort^nsia dbCanteleu. 
PART SECOND. 

LETTER XL. 

Paris, September 25, 17"**. 

ALAS, my dear, what trouble, w'hat 
furrow Is in a moment diffufed thro* 
a family where peace and tranquillity reign- 
ed but this morning ; the ftrangeft accident 
alarms us, makes us appreheHfive for my 
Lord Lindfey's intellefls, nay even for his 
life. Without the leaft previous warning 
of any diforder in his mind, or alteration in 
his health, after a long fwoon, a frightful 
trance and delirium, and the mod dreadful 
agony ! weak, low, diffolved in tears, hd 
Vol. II. B tas 
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has juft quitted Malzais, in order to return 
home. Monf. de Monglas accon;ipanies 
him; he will not forfake )iim in this cruel 
fitU9tion» 

A very aftonifliing circamftance adds to 
my emotion on this occafion. The papers 
requefted by Monf. de Monglas, were de- 
livered to me as we rofe from table. I gave 
them to him; he received them with joy, 
dianked me for my coniplaifance, went imme- 
diately into his dofet, and fent to defire my 
Lord %o come to him. He was reading thefe 
papers to him in the inftant when that fud- 
den and anlooked for diforder obliged him to 
break off his reading, and call for affiflance 
to his friend. 

What idea* ftrike me.— -But that is im- 
poflible ! How fhould this adventure, writ- 
ten by Madame d'Auterive, and which hap- 
pened fo many years fmce, throw my Lord 
Lindfey into fuch a fwoon, and call forth 
his groans and tears ?— What connexion 
could thofe two unhappy ftrangers—- -His 
heart is tender; he is an EngliJbman; pof- 
I fiUy 
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fibly the fate of bis unfortunate countrymen 
may have nioved his fympatbizing foul^— « 
But then that long fainting fit, fuch regret, 
fo many tears ! poffibly he might know them } 
«— Hortenfia, whatihould I think— .What I 
can chance haTC.difcovepedf-i-I know not 
whether 1 ought to wifli it: I refleft with a 
kind of terror on the emotions of Lord 
Lindfey when I was firft feen by him. I 
believe I told you of it, my features feerned 
to awaken fad and cruel recolledions in him« 
—It is now i>iidaigbt-~Monf. -de Mon^ 
gla? was to write, to fend one of his people ; 
the Marchionefs ftill experts him^— 1 hear a 
carriage— It is he, it is the Marquis-^My 
heart bents— I leave you, my dear, I ana 
going down— - 

Two in tie morning. 
Never had the unfortunate Sophia more 
need of your pity. Great God, whata btew 
hangs over me ! What have I been told ? 
What fatal fecret is concealed in Lord Lind^ 
fey's bofom ! It is too true, the packet of 
Madame d' AutA-ive w»s the tiaufe of ht^ ac- 
cident. Oh, iheji Unfirtmmte tmn tcMVf ni 
JhrmgersU me^ tvpeated lieieverAl Dimes to 
B 2 MonC 
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Monf. de Monglas. He tr^dibled>bilftlie. 
fpokeit. .But,'mydear, whataftoniflies ^nd a- 
larms me, he eannot^.will not fie mt tnqre. He 
will never J he fays, hok en tie. fitd orphan whofi 
txijlencehe knew not /if. Hortj^nfia who am I. 
then ! do I owe my being, tofome vile j^vifheri 
Can I be the offspring of fomemean weman's 
Ihameful weaknefs ? Could it be.an tncenfed 
brother,a wronged hufband,whofehand pierc- 
ed the heart: alas,.of whom— Was the avcn-. 
get of the crime, a relation or brother of Lord 
I/indfey??— What tumultoiis ideas! Monf.. 
de Monglas cannot clear them up. As his 
friend, ill, overwhelmed with inexpreiSblc 
grief, befeecheshim to.leave him to himfelf:. 
he. has promlfed to reveal to him all his k^ 
cxets^^wben his mind, grown more calm, will 
allow him to.fpeak or to write. The Marquis 
imagines that my mother muft have greatly 
interefted my Lord.; but can form no fure 
conje<£lure of the nature of that attach- 
meoti 

After haying wiflied for a whole year to 

fce made acquainted with my own ftory,. 

muft I now tremble in expedation of a dif- 

2 . . covery. 
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i^iitfy a thdo'faDd times begged: of hoavea 
% my moft ardent prayers. Amiable, dear 
Germeuil, L was in hope that fuch a dif- 
covery might draw me nearer to thee. Plcaf- 
ing ideas often flattered my heart, in thefe 
roomentSy when reafoii, no longer waking; 
haves the imagitiation at liberty to create 
fmili^ images, and to amufe our defires by 
fwect illufions.— ^My Lord Lindfey will not^. 
cannot hok on tm tnore^ How thefe few 
words trouble, and terrify me.— With what 
contempt, what horror muft thofe two un« 
fertunate perfons infpire him, Hnce their 
unfortunate end could not extingui(h his 
hatred) fince the unhappy child taken from 
their grave, renews aiid incurs bis averCon, 
his difdain.—- Oh, my dear, I am humbled^ 
I am -indeedi and- that from the bottom of 
my foul.- 

^Wfhf at Noon. 

One of Monf. de Monglas's fervants i$ 

returned from Lord Lindfeiy's. He could 

not (peak with him« John, his valet de 

chambre, with mournful looks, and bathed 

B 3 in 
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In tears, told him his nedttx hact a little 
fever, with a violeat agit»tioa of bis rpkits^ 
and his heart greatly oppreflcd. . ; 

Oh my tender friend> pity me, comfort 
me ; the moft bitter forrow is min|:{ed with 
iny fears, with every emotion of m^y foul. 



LETTER XU. 



"Y h^adom bao'dly litdM the pea; 
I tremble, I fliodder at the mif* 
fortunes I may poffibly be tk9 caufe of«**^ 
Will the perplexity of my mind allow me i 
»<-^Hortcnixa, ray feara were but coo well 
groujEidesL ;.MonL jde. GermeuiU who has 
been for feme days eight leagues frpm Mal- 
zais, at the Count du Roure's, informed of 
the report of the neighbourhood, thinks that 
dazzled with Lord Lindfey's fortune-— .He ! 
my dear. He tbiijk !— He leaves mf^ this;in- 
fiant, he fets oiF^nraged«<-r^Qh the u$i$rA^* 
Oil man ! how came be not: to rtlad in my 
heart? . 

Awaked 
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. Awakened early in the morning by my an- 
xiety, I went down into the garden ; cuf- 
torn more than choice, guided my fteps a- 
long tbe banks of a canal, which I often 
walked round alone. I was moving flowl]^ 
on, my heart rent with forrow, and my^ 
mind involved with cares: When, on a 
fudde% a man came from behind a palifade^ 
and obfervingif any body faw him, feemed as 
if be intended to join me: I know not, but 
fear madp me draw back : be haftened hijs 
jpace, I did the lame j I was beginning to 
run, when the fpund of a well known voice 
(jbruck my eaf , and roufe^ every fenfe by its 
fweet n^pdvilation. Stay, Sophia, ftay^ 
cried be, avoid not the wretch whom yoi^ 
have driven to defpair. Ol^, my dear, flight 
would baye availed me little : I trembled, I 
remained without ftrength, fpeechlefs and 
motionleisi Monf. de Germeuil, on coming 
up to me, found me almoft fenfelefs. Him- 
felf ftruck with emotion, unable to fpeak, 
he threw his arms round me, fupported me, 
led me to a mpfly bank, caft himfelf at my 
feet, and covering his face wiih my haads^ 
B 4 Which 
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M^hich he preffed with ardour, he bathed 
them with his fcalding tears. 

Oh ! what a (enfation pierced my foul ; I 
could not open my Tips, nor make the fmal- 
left effort to withdraw my hands ; my eyes 
could not fupprefs the vlfible marks of my 
/ympathetic emotion ^ an unvoluntary fliriek 
came from the bottom of my heart. Monfl 
de Germeuil raifed his head, and viewing 
me with ah anxious and gloomy attention : 
Wb;^ weep you, Mademoifeire,faid he^ with 
a dejeflted accent? What concern moves 
you at this inftaiit f Do you fear left Lord 
Lindfey (hould furprize me at your feet? Or 
that I am come to attack his life ?— i-Cruef 
woman, had yoq then condemned me never 
to fee you more? Did you flatter yourfelf 
you fhould never hear the complaints of an 
enraged heart, of a deceived friend, and of 
a forfaken lover ? 

So unjuft away of interpreting my fi- 
Icncc, and my tears, hurt me very fenfibly. 
What, Sir, cried I, have I ever gfven yoif 
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a light- to treat me with fo little ceremony, 
to infultme by youjr reproaches, to force me 
to blu0i for my cpnrt^fcenfion ?-t-*No ! cruel 
woman, interj::uixte4 he haftily, rifing and . 
withdrawing. from .me, no, you have given 
me no right, but that of complaining of 
you. Infenfible to my tendernefs, you have 
equally r^J^^^dthe proiS^rs of my love and 
the.a^ljbtitiefil of my frie^dihip ; your pride 
and indiffbreace haye ma^e yoa confound 
theicompanion of your childhood with thofq 
contemptible men,, whofe fnares or temerity 
you had caufe to dread ; you was afrai^ 
of him who deferved . your cpnfidence ^,hU 
lovet^: bis;honQ^i^ jhift ^Mp^^ have notbeeii, 
able; to re?xK^vfr your Jears ^. you. fled from 
him a» froi^avile feducer; you have p^fer* 
•d even a ftate of dependence to offers as con^ 
(iftent with decorum as they are[ difintereft* 
^ ; yo»,(;;9U!l(iinpt ^elieye your friemL iin^ 
^2ejQe;.:yOi^i toi^rnpt )>^l^ye hjm gcnei;ous, 
Ungrat^ul as-ypti^are, andyet.you repro^h 
yourfelf wi^h ypur.condeicenfion i: 

I am unfortunate, extremely. unfortunate 

indeed^, fajd I t<at him, more moved with his 

B 5 affii£tion. 
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»9t£lioh, than provokei with his expref- 
ficms; you mil know me better one dayv 
Sir, akd pcrha^ you will repent yoofhav-* 
it);g filfed with bkternefe, a heart whofe 
greateft affiiAton i$ that of troubling ih« 
tranquinity of yours. 

A be«n of joy Tparkled in his eyes,, moii^ 
tened with his tears j hsB fat down <by mej 
Jeized my hand, and held it in fpite^^f my 
efforts^ O my coufin, faid he in a low 
Toice, fauhering with emotion, O, my So- 
phia 1 your many eruekies to me, have not 
weakened that paffion bom with my fis& 
dawn t>f reaibn, than feft^d^eareft fend* 
Jhent of my breaft; it has beenftept^up by 
the head tits of your mind, and by the no- 
bkneft of your foulj I admire, I revere 
your virtues, and even the auflerity of your 
pfineip Jesj thooghthey are the eaufe of my 
fotfovrs. I iov^, I a^dre ytMi^; I cannot iive 
without you ; I cannot !iv6 away from yott i 
Oh ! if it is the^eateft Afflidion of your 
heart to banifh my peace of mind, reftorc 
tiie that peace, my dear, my charming 
friend ? I cannot 'poiSbly i^over it whilft 

you 



]rov laoef tnr a| fucb a diftanee tnd in fo 
ma^ unceritiiiity. Thi9 band, which I 
feel mfffif buppy to prefs between minCy 
ibis band afopc can enfMre my happinefs : 
Oh ! give it me, my couiln^ give it me 
U>r pity's Take, if you dare not for the fake 
of }oy€. For ever to fix my eyes on that 
lovely (a€« ; to enjoy, far from the \Korld 
4ad frtas noifc^ the pleafures of a fweet ior 
terqoMrfe; to pafs ev^ry inftant of my Hie 
near you, in the flattering afiurance of plea£«' 
lug you, of being beloved by you ; this it 
the fupreme good, the good to which all my 
Wiflies tend. It is no longer time to heii- 
^te, tolear, to olbje<Sl vain prejudices, and 
ofaligatio«i9 which concern not you ; you ace 
free, fo am i too: perifli all that pride has 
invented to clog the rights of iove and na^ 
lure ! (ball not I haye leave to tranrgxels hard 
laws, when I c^ui 4^ it without wounding m^y 
1»onpur»^ inpur/ijagmny other cenfure, thau 
whatavan^ and vanity can raife againft me. 
Ob, my <lear ! what» a . delicious profr- 
ftSt opened to my view, and took from 
my hea^t the remembrance of all the world 
bafides ! How quickly did I lolib fight of 
B 6 every 
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everything that was notMonf.de Germe^iil^ 
What an enchanting emotion agitated, urg- 
ed me to fpeak, to be candid, to open al) 
the fentiments of my fotil to the Marquis, 
to fay with him, to repeat after him ; to 
pleafe you, to be beloved by you : this is 
my fupreme my only good.— -Oh why, why 
did not I fay fa? He wo»ld then have 
parted from me fatisfied and content.— t 
wifh-— Yes, I wifh-^But all is over, I 
have mortally offended him, I fhall fee him 
no more— He hates me—— I die with grief.. 

' My blufhes^ my confuftonand my perplex- 
ity awakened his hopes; he (Conjured me on 
^his knees to confirm them by a tender confef* 
iton : I was going to yield to his entreaties^ 
when, cafting on him a bafhful look, a fad 
return of my bewildered reafon re-plaeed be- 
fore my eyes fo many obftacles which had 
difappcared in that moment ; I thought of 
that dreaded eclaircifTement which poffibly 
might fink me ftill lower, and raife new ob- 
llacles between Monf.de Germeuil and myv 
felf: I fighed, I pufhed away bis arms 
which held me^ ceafe, Sir^ceafe to require 

faid 



fziJ I, an avowal which I cannot mate^ 
At what a time do you afk it i My condi**'' 
tion will foon be altered ; my Lord Lindfey, 
is the fole arbiter of it, ftay at leaft— -He 
lofe up ifl a paffion, what do I heai"? cried: 
he— —Then it is true ?— He fo/e arbiter of 
your fate ! he, my Lord Lindfey ? Noj^ 
whilft I live and breathe he fhall not.— - 
What, fhall a ftrangcr ravifh from me?*^— • 
You weep, ungrateful woman— Oh ! if he 
he dear to you, trembJe— I am no longer 
matter of myfelf-i— Farcwel.— I would have 
held him : leave me, cruel woman, iaid he, 
pufhing my hand' from him, I can hear na 
more, you have told" tnc too much; hence* 
forth tremble at the mention of my nam€*, 
whrch you fliall never more hear without 
fcrrow and rcmorfe. So faying be ran fromi 
me, my eyes bathed in tears faw him dif- 
appear.— ^Ofr almighty God! vouchfafe to 
watch over his life. laccept at thy hand 
every affliftion, every hunwfiation !* But pre* 
fcrve me from the dcftmyof my unfortunate 
mother, let me not expire at the fight of the 
blood of him«*-*Ob, my dear HortenAa, join 

your 
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your prayers to thpfe of a heart finking mi-- 
dcf the fffeiTure^of iu affli^ioni. 



LETTER XLII- 



INTO what a Sep has fear led me ! Good 
Gody Monf. de Germueil ik now .ac- 
quainted with all the weaknefs of mf heart; 
I pai&d the whole night in combating my 
ibrupka, and getting the better of my de-<^ 
licacy; I have juft now been writing to 
thiscruel^ this tormenting friend. I cohi^ 
municatc to him my defign» for my future 
fituations in life^ to^h^ With your gene^ 
rous promife; I acquaint him with my fitu^ 
atioa in regard toZ^ord Lindfey, and of thofe 
ctrcuoiflanc^ which will not permit me to 
think of any alteration in my fchemes fa-* 
vdurable to his intentions : I confe{s tohim 
liow much! coi^d wHh to be of a rank and 
fortune 'capable of ieilening the diilance 
which removes me from him; Jprefume to 
aflure him of ^ prefeitoce whii^b he ought 

never 



stfft to Juvcdoubttd^f I teUbliOji nay 
I fwear ta liim« that he i$ dear to fne, :a9d 
diat iM» will, be h while I live. An e^prefs 
was fent ofetfly tbi» fnariii^g-'<«-"Witb wbat 
an eflBtOtiaii 40 I waitior his returnp Ob^ 
my dear firiends wbat have I done! Ibluih 
whtlft I.CQiifider-*^Yes, I reproach my (elf 
m^Jsk the quiet ttfe of all my feniSa^ can I 
forgive myfelf 7— -But necei&ty compelled 
me to it.-i— >Oh f muft hia fury carry me fo 
far out of my&lf, extort .% confei&on:— - 
which I owed to bis love i 

One of Lord l4Adiey's people has juft 
brots^,M(»if..ite:Monglas a paicj^.t; be 
basiflidt him&lf ^. with the {4iaf^hu^ei^ to 
read it. My hffafc.ia in. fL violent palpit^ 
tbn— -His. writing js to reyeal<— Ahhoygjb 
it is ftrong and urging,, my curiofity gives 
way €<i. ift iaiereft AUI more prtSAtig; : it is 
the anfwcr of Mp^ft djK.Germeuil, the ex- 
pedradon of which agitates me; it is his 
ugtr^ h«a |krept>fle&>0s^ W i^ which 
trouUes ^ad aknmsi mer^Pjerbaps hewill 
not beUeyir me; Qk UxfeHmSiSL^ do yon 
thinfc'.^ 

i 
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T am on the brink of dcfpaif, my ^xprtfip 
is come back with my letter*. On his re- 
turn to the Count du Rotire'^,- MoniV'dcr 
Gcrmcuil reCfeived* orders- to join; Ills regi-' 
mient, in order to quelt in* ifWurFe^tion in. 
the province: he is ftt 'off^ I knoiv^ nofe 
where to write to him, my mind is over* 
whelmed; I have not firength/en^gh tm 
frocttid^ : i ' ; i • 

' • • ■ ■•■ Ten ai-Ntghi •• <: -» 

< 

Every thing confpircs to opprefs my 
heart, to redbuBle my diftrefs. What means 
my Lord^ Lindfeyl Perfonallyinterefted in 
Madame tJ'Auterive -s papers^ who i He-I 
As how pray— ^ut- readuhe- «bpy. of his 
Ifetter. » 

Litter firim l,ordLindJiyt$ the- Marquis it 
':' MongiaL " ' - . : 

• . ' . .♦ •.'.».•. 

«* T A ISP now, mydcar-Monglasj to- fulfil 
" * my promife ; to impart in confidence 
^ the caufe of that deep melancholy, which 
" you feemed to pity me for. From the eax:*. 

lieft: 
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** lieft period of our intimaty, * I ' woulij}^ 
" have kept nothing a fecret from mjr cx- 
" cellent friend^ had it been pofEble for me 
** to opeiT my heart to you without Break- 
*^' ing it. The condition you faw mc in at 
** Malzais; that wherein you left mc at this 
"'phce, have too welKconvin^ed^you hoW 
'^ exquiiue my forrows ftitl are, and- ho\vi' 
^* much the remembrance of events which 
^^ gave birth to them muft difturb mypeace 
" of mind, and endanger my reafait. How 
** could I believe myfelf perfdnally intereft- 
<«^ ed— -•What cruel, what bitter reproaches 
•*' I felt within my heart! 

*^ You repreftnt Madamoifelle d'e Va- 
•* licre as uneafy ; what an addition to my 
•* affliaioil, to be obliged to tell her the 
" fad tidings mjrfelf. — ^5h'e will poflxWy 
" know theni too foon— Read, my friend^ 
** read the ftory of a life of trouWe; pity a 
** man truly unfortunate. In my prefent 
•* dejefted ftate, I ftand in need of your 
•* compaffion, and indulgence. Oh, your 
*^ friendfbip is become neccflary to me? 
^ ' '' M^'from 
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^< from it I lexpeft and hope for, both afr 
*< fiftance and coniblation." 

■I 
Monf. de MongUs has given me my Lord 

landfey's pak:ket : I read it with ^reat e^v 

motion^ without however meeting with ai\y 

thii;ig that appears to concern me. She will 

fUfftily tc too well acquainted tuhh^'^^Ohi my 

de^iV yfhu 19 it thqi I am to be ac^aint«l 

with ? 

Tv^ehtai tJigbu 

I can' hope for np reft, tho hurry of my 
fpirits drives fleep from my eyes j in order 
thcfefote to ftcp out of myfe^f, if I may fo 
(ay, and divert my fad thoughts^ I will 
tranfcribe my Lord's manufcriptj you will 
ftnd me hack my copy after perufing it. ^ 

Co^ of Lord Lindfg/s Packet. 

Q|l R William Denby, my mother's unck, 
y^ went very young to Caidina, Where, aft^r 
having filled feveral honourable pods with 
credit, he became pofTefTed of a great for-: 

tune. 
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tune. The defireof fecuring^ittohts fsmilyj^ 
determined him to marry fab oply daugb* 
ter. to his neareft relation. She was deftia* 
ed for me from her earlieft childhood. I was 
brought up with a view of being lent toCa* 
rolina, after I had finifhed my ftudies. Bat 
the death of my elder brother ibmewhat di& 
conc^ted thl^ projed, and my Other's en« 
ikely brgl^it* 

. Sir William could not difapprovt of hii 
lutNxfs fehi£kai(^Qe to^pf^t with a fon^ who 
was the. only iiirviving ope out of a pume^ 
roM ' htwAf^ If'^F J^^^^y ^'vouM' neither 
part with Jier daughter, nor quit her nativjc 
country to follow her, Notwithftanding 
thefe obftacles. Sir William^ prepofiefTed in 
my favour by ap advantageous chara(9;er 
that )iad;been giv^ him of (ne, ftill hadaf 
heart the accorpplifhmeut of his iuft dellgnf 
His wifedied. Being itpw'atvliberty to dif-r 
pofe of his daughter and fortune, he deter^ 
mined on his return to Englahd with im- 
lAcnfe ricbet: ' he was .90^ tihe\point of let- 
tia^ out with Mtis Denby^/when a:maUg'« 
4U^ f eirer ^Qfbbed him; pf his daughter, th^ 

objea 



^ijta of' his ^ tnofi ' tender 'afFcafon; Thi- 
faaieihip which was tb havfe conveyiff hiirf 
to his native country^,- brought us the 
news of that ftd event, and his letters prov- 
ed to us how much' he- was afifefted' with it;/ 

• The grief bPthiy unforturiafc'ftt'Ker;^ filH 
rt my mother with dre moft tender cbnl»i 
pafllon: he defired with great earneftnefs (o 
fee me j he refolved to mate the intended huf^ 
Hand pf Bis daughter bis heir y he would^ hvui 
lamented her in his irnnsy and- have (Ktiprejfing 
t0 his lofom the'mah' mho wasto hem made b^ 
bafpjr Timeliad rbbbe'd him ef his reldttcfA 
andJViendsyhe iois going to expire ahmt^i th 
a foreign tandr his weaknefs, his dejeSioh 
would not fuffer him to crofs the f easy he would 
fidn mingle his ajherwi'th ihbfe\ of his' Unhappy 
daughter \ be conjiifcci my inother -Iri thi 
ftrongeft expreffibnsf hot tb deny him -that 
eonfolation which he promifed- hinifdf Trom 
her friendfliip. . . . i 

- . . . .... • ■ . t 

The fear of haMrdlng'thellfe'of a-^dat^i 
tiog fon, made my mother hefitijte, till t^h-^ 
dernefs- and pity dfcterniined- hei-j Are con**- 

fcntcd 



fcntod C^'thQ voyage,; a|id I fet out. Iha^ 
OL favourable paiTage, but ]ieaven did Qot 
vouchlafe Sir William the fatisfadlion he 
bad [q ardently [defired/ On my ariivai'at 
Charles Town, the pls^ceof his'refidence, I 
learned fwj|h. forr^w, ^hat the death of .the 
i^enerable old rn^, beloved and refpe^led all 
over that city, had Jilled it with tears and 
mourning. Upwards of a month before mjf 
landjng, he had breathpd^his laft. • My ar-* 
rival made the tears flow afrefii from the 
eyes of alK who h|id; lived Jong under his 
prote<Stion, and the adv^tage of being liiB 
relation, gained me the moft favourable re* 
ception from all the inhabitants. 

1 
Sir William's will conikmed my title to 
1iis fortune: I was put in pofiefTion of all his 
efFe(S):s ; the order and regularity in his affairs 
made mine eafy to fettle : after a two months 
ftay in Charles Town, I might have depart-, 
ed, if a tender remembrance, fatal to the 
happinefs of a}l my iubfcquent life, had not 
made me defire to fee Sir Edmund Nefby, 
an old friend of my father, whom I could 

not 
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n^ but rememter on account of his merit 
and misfottufies. 

* Being obliged to abandon his native coon* 
teyj he had been wandering eight years' un- 
known through all our colotiie^^ in dread 
of meeting a powerful enemy, too much of- 
fended ever to pard^i. A man, formerly at«< 
tacfaed toSir £4mund, informed me, that hav- 
ing loll his wife in Virginia, he had lately 
quitted bis ^d^w^ling there, and then a£lual- 
ly refided at Seaufford, two or tbree milea 
ftiofm that charming habitation* As he was 
become fullen and uhTociablc, he avoided 
company. This fame man likewife told me 
that ever fince his exile, he had lived foli- 
Itfiy and unhappy. 

Indeed, how could he, do otherwife, in a 
fituation fo . different from that I had feen 
him in ? Being the only furv:ivor of a noble 
and very ancient family, notwithftanding 
ttit (ttfallnefst>f fai« fortune, his brilliant 
qualities and ftiperior talents gave him a 
title to look up to thehigheft pofts iti the 

, • kingdom; 
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kingdom: he actually -enjoyed one which 
opened a way to the greateft, when he had 
the imprudence to qnarrel with the fon of 
a powerful minifter of flate, to fight htm» and 
to fill a family i| in high favour at courts 
and beloved and refpeded by the nation^ 
with mourning, f<HTOw, and- indignation. 
The refentment and credit;. i>f that family in 
an inftant deflroyed all his hopes ; as he was 
known to be the aggreflbr, nothing but a 
fpeedy flight faved his life from the punifh« 
ment which the law ordains, he therefore 
immediately pafled over into France, Lady 
Nefby, who remained at London, in vain 
implored the king's clemency, but finding 
flie could not obtain her hufband's pardon, 
(he crofTed the fea, joined him, and they 
both determined to embark for the Britifti 
colonies; they fet out together, carrying 
their daughter Emma with them, then about 
feven or eight years did. 

I Was fcarcely out of my childhood wlfM 
I firft knew Sir Edmund : as he vfts initio* 
mate at my father^, he ofteti atnufed him- 
felfin 'talking to m^^ and igjMt^ nt in the 

way 
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??7ay of paftime, very ferious and ufefut 
leflbns : as I was more advanced in years 
and reflexion, vi^hcn his fad adventure drove 
him away from us, I mixed my tears with 
jthofcof his father, and fincerely regretted 
the iofs of a man who had already taught 
me to feel Uiefirfl: charms of friend (hip. On 
iny dlfcoverlng the place of his retreat, I 
felt ^SL ,plcafure in thinking my company 
.might pofiibly afibrd him comfort : I refolv- 
jed to pay him a viiit^ to make him an offer 
tof my fervice, to karn from his own mouth 
■whether I could poffibly ferve himjn Eng-^ 
land, or procure him a lefs difagreeable retreat 
in Carolina: I fet out for Beauford: I wa? 
tpld where the Baronet livedo it was near 
the fea fide; Iwent thither. As foon as 
they told him my name, aery of furprizc 
andjo.y informed me how much he was pleaf- 
ed with the friendfhip which brought mc to 
him. But in what a condition did I behold 
him ! attacked by an incurable diforder, 
^threatened with an approaching death, an- 
xious about the deftiny of his daughter, la-* 
jnenting the lofs of a dear wife, whofe com- 
plaifant ai&duities charmed all the troubles 
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if his heart. The vaft alteration pf his 
/eatarts," aiiJ the account of fome part of 
his' difappointments affeifted mt greatly :* 
he (eemed not lefs moved by my behaviour, 
O my • dear countryman, faid he, preffing 
me 'to his bofom, how many tears has the' 
imprudence of a moment coft me ! What 
cruel remorfe has that fatal inftant been the 
caufc of! My otttlawryj and eternal ba- 
trifhment, liiade my wife fink under her 
grief, and has reduced tny daughter to an ob* 
fcure condition. I have been the caufe of 
misfortune to all whom I loved : Oh^ 
Lindfey ! at what a price do we purchafe the 
cruel and tranfient fatisfadlion of punifhing 
an offence which perhaps rather called for^ 
our contempt ? Oh my young friend, re- 
vcnge paves the way 'to long and bitter re- 
pcntance- 

I offered Sir Edmund air the comfort 
and affiftaiice in my p6wer to afford him j 
at his requcft, I confented to fpend fome 
time with Wm; He appeared' to repofe an 
extreme confidence in me; the fight of me, ' 
and my converfation, fcemcd to give him • 

• Vox. IL C BCVif 
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new (j^irits; I was glad of It^ and everyi 
now and then I preiTed hioi to put me tp 
the proof, how fortunate Xfhould think my*« 
felf if he would pleafe to give me any oppor-*. 
tunity of being fexviceable to him. Yop:. 
have it in your ^ower, faid be one day, to 
ferve Bie in a moft elTential point, I in« 
t^tid to £end my daughter out of the£e parts,, 
and to reftore her to her coud^; it would, 
be a dreadful reflection, to mc^ when I die^t 
to leave her on this continent, fo fatal to 
her mother and tp myfelf: Oh J may (be re* 
turn to the dear land where ihe iirH drew . 
breath, whence her imprndeat. father hasf 
bjaniflied himfelf 1 Will you condiv3: her to . 
England ? To whom can I cmrj^ft her, to 
what more faithful guide can I commit her! 
Your noble character, that tender pity, 
whofe afFe<Sing proofs you have fhewn me^ 
affure me of the concern you take in my 
daughter's fate; alas! ihe deferred aiel^ ri- 
gorous one. Emma h^s now no mother, I 
am on the point of terminating my trouble- . 
fome journey ; what would become of her 
here? Who would undertake the office to 
fopth her forrow i ox watch over hex foadud? 
' For 
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For cigiit long years paft we have beini> 
wandering in thefe dimes : uiricnown ^ 
ftnuigerft everj where \ no ties coimed ii» 
with aixjr* Oh coy frknii, take charge of cbm 
precious troft, coavcy wjr daughter tcLon-^f' 
<kmf arehitioA of her mother lives at York;* 
it is lady W^^iers $ you. will place £mam> 
tinder her care ; wcA if I may, wfthotit tref*' 
paffing on your goodnefe, aflc one fayour-' 
movr, xxasf I pre&me to beg you will ac«: 
cept the guardianfhip of aa nnibrtunate or-- 
phan, Thece remain at Londofi four thou- 
sand potinds of the wrecks of my fortune, 
which you will receive by my order. It is* 
a very, fmall fum ; however, when added to : 
what will be recovered when I am no more, 
it will put her beyond the reach of extreme 
waot, and entire dependance» And what 
•can the daughter of a banifhed man hope 
for more ! • 

I made no difficulty in promifing to com- 
ply with the wiihes of Sir Edmund j I 
fwore to him to look on Mifs Nefby as my 
own filler; to refpe^i, to chcrifh> and protect ' 
her ; to maike her interefl and happinefs the 
C 2 chief 
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chief bufinefs of my life ; in a word, to omit 
nothing to augment her fortune by my care^ 
or the comfort of her life by my affiduous at- 
tention. She had no knowledge of the engage-** 
ments which I then entered into : as ihewas ill* 
when I came to her father's^ fhe, never came 
down into his apartment : fix days pafled 
without my once feeing hen Happy fhould' 
we both have been had fortune never prefented 
svn opportunity to meet, to fee and becomes 
acquainted with each other! Oh, Monglas,- 
there are wounds beyond the power of time 
to clofe ! The remembrance of that beau- 
tiful and unfortunate creature will be pre- 
fent to my thoughts to my dying hour. 

Mifs Nefby to a noble majeftic figure 
joined the mofl afFedting graces. Her good^ 
nefs of heart, her improved underflanding^ •• 
her fweetnefs of temper, rendered .her both 
amiable and interefling; an air of fenfiibili* 
ty, fomewhat inclined to melancholy, dif* 
fufed a charming grace over her looks, 
the tope .of her voice, and her every mo- 
tion : her moil indifiFerent expreflions feem* 
ed dilated by a benevolent heart, which 
^ ^ infured 



( ^9 ) 

infurcd her univerfal regard f itwasinH 
poffible to look on her,. or tohear.her fpeak^ 
without defiring ta pleaie and to be belxwed 
by her. 

Her preience filled me with an admrration 
which no obje£l before had ever excited ^ 
new and pleafing fenfations agitated my 
heart; the afpefl of this young lady, rher 
looks, her difcourfe, awakened \ih my foul 
the moft lively joy, and moft delicious plea^ 
Aire, I found myfelf happy to fee her, to 
fpeak ta her, and to be near her : how did £ 
congratulate myfelfqn Sir Edmund's confi- 
dence in me I What ! £&id I with rapture,. 
I am to condu£l Mifs Nefby to our com- 
mon country, and under a title which al-^ 
lows me the direSion of whatever relates- 
te her intereft, fortune, and . happinefs ! 
' Vain and deluding hope, how did you charm,, 
how miflead a heart,, already but too fufcep* 
tiblc? 

The time drew near when I was to em- 
bark. Sir Edmund's diforder got ground 
apace. He was fenfible of it himfelf, and 
^ C 3 prefled. 
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ps^ITed'liis daughter to quit Carolina and 
to follow me$. ihe refuied to go, or to kave 
faim: hie was angry at the refufal, treated 
it as obftinacy, flew into a paffion, and in- 
flfted on being obeyed. Emma's refiftance 
appeared fo natural and (b reafonable, that I 
bore with impatience the complaints and' 
repl-oaches which the Baronet loaded her. 
with. How could be defire to fend hit 
afway from faiai) and to deprive himfelf of her 
endearing affiduities ! How could he treat' 
her with fe much feverity i Sometimes flie 
qiuitted his chamber ail in tears : he wouU 
thea call her back; mehitiio tendertieCi with 
her $ ipix his teaiis with tho(e he ervdeavouiw 
cd to wipe away; and then began afrefli 
to conjure her to go, to command her^ 
fo threaten her with his curfe if fhc 
yielded not to his will. I looked on thefa 
furprifing inequalities of his temper as tha 
eSe£Uof his diforder : what anxiety, what 
vexation, what regret had he fpared me, if, 
opening his whole heart to me, he had en- 
trufted me with the fecrct caufe of a con- 
A\jL£t (o capricious in appearance > 

la 
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In order to diffipate fome part of the un^ 
-eafinefs of his lovely daughter, i endeavour^ 
ed to calm his reftlefs and angry temper. 
What induces yon to precipitate Mifs Ncf- 
by's departure, I one day aiked him ; is it 
hccaufe you fear I (hould go without her ? 
Dq you imagine I am capable of leaving 
you in (o abru{>t a mannei^ ? or refuiing to 
indulge you with a longer ftay if you de£r€ 
k? Ceafeto aAid your daughter; pre- 
ferve the fatisfaiSion of receiving thd 
tender> proofs of her a£Bi£i:ion, and allow bee 
to perform duties fte deenis facred. D^* 
not rob her of a father before the time when 
heaven dooms her to mourn his lofs : I will 
Aot leave Carolina at the time I intended ; 
the fliip which carries my efiefls fball faijt 
without me : I will ftay with you till Mid 
Neiby is difpoied to follow me with lefs re-> 

I iHidcrftand you, my truly generouf 
friend, cried Sir Edmund, this afiurancft 
completes my wifhes. Alas ! if I add tm 
the grief ^f a child fo beloved, ic is not 
witfkHtt fearing its bitterncfs, without re- 
C 4 doubling^ 
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doubling the violence of my pain : my^atb 
will foon fep9rat0 us for evcr^ if I.feetQ.re** 
folved to i^criifice the few moment$ I ftiU 
enjoy, it is that I fear -— A cruel det 
tiny threatens this unhappy girl while here* 
——Oh! I love her tenderly ! She may pof*- 
fibly doubt it.—- He flopped, fixed his eyes 
on me, and refuming in a lovf voice choak- 
ed with figbs and tears,. Oh, if my unfoF* 
tunate adventure h^d not deftroyed Emma's 
fortune, faid he, with What joy ihould I 
fee Lindfey intcreft himfclf for her; witj> 
what tranfport ihould I offer to. him a part- 
ner fp yronhy. qI him ! ? , . : 

. » '" 

This dlfcourfe opened my eyes with re-» 
gard to thofe fenfatidns I had indulged^ 
without being iacquainted with them. , Ne-, 
ver had fo warm, an einption filled my heart ; 
I began to difcover the view of a felicity /of 
which I had hitherto no fprt of idea; to 
poiTefs^ Emma, to ipend every moiSsf nt of 
my life with Emma! Melted,; charmed i 
wholly taken up with the flattering profpecSI; 
which feemed to rife be^fojre me, I neither 
. [ .1 : Uiough^ 
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thought of anfwering, nor of hiding the 
Gonfufion of my fenfes. 

How am I to interpret the vifible altera-- 
h*on in your countenance, continued Sir 
Edmund : thofe blufhes,. that filence, that 
fonfufioil, do they tell me ?— -is it a con«>. 
feffion ?— -Then feizing both my hands, and 
preffing them between his, O my dear 
Lindfey^ why are you filent ? cried he. Oh ! 
do not conceal your pafllon from a friend<> 
who feels a father's tendernefs for you4 

. You have juft taught me, faid I at I aft, to 
read the fecrets of a heart which you yourfelf 
would wifh to difcoYcr; you have now opened 
to. me the profpeft of a felicity whofe moft 
diftant hope would make me happy. YesT 
1 do intereft myfelf in Mif^Nclhy ; I value,, 
I honour, I love her: to aflc and to. re- 
ceive from your hand fo charming a com- 
panion, would be to infure my eternal fe- 
licity ! But I. cannot difpofe of myfelf; a 
promife exaded, and a confent. already gi- 
ven, are bars in my way.. My. mother has 
entered into engagements for me ; how can 



t brcal: tbeni without forCBtting my wcrd^ 
and failing in that re{pc& and fi*bmtffion 
which I owe to Lady Lindfey ? 

This refcAntiQn of pcefieri ifig yotir duty tb 
tke iiiciinatioA of your heart AiU adds ca 
fny firft eftcem of you, replied the Baroneti 
kut were you not to marry Mift Denby^ 
are you not hfir father's heir, do you not 
•njoy an independent fortune ? I do OiOt, 
anfwered Ij my father's will fubjedls me 
to the d'ifpofsl of my mother, and that of 
Sir William reinflates her in the pofTeffion 
ef all the wealth he bequeaths me, if I dif- 
•bey her by my condu(^. B«t it is not 
the expe6latiol) of an immenfe fortune 
which makes toe (6 attentive to pleaie her : it 
IS her kind eare, her goodnefs j my gratitude 
and friendiliip which forbid me to sMidk 
ker. Being born in an exalted rank, fhe 
may poffibly fet too high a value on the fplen^- 
dour of titles, on dignities, and on the con- 
iideration which greatnefs and wealth carry 
with them. She has taken meafures to fe- 
cure me an alliance with one of the firft 
familifftia England^ of that very family to* 

whom. 



whom yoB are unfoptunately %ecoftte an r*^ 
nemy. Before my departare iBie communis 
cated her intentions to me ; being then not 
pre-engaged in my affe<ftions, I apfroved 
them J I promifed to obey, folemnly pro- 
mtfed : ifi(» what a perplexity does this 
proaiire' tlirow me, ' nowr become impoffible 
to be fulfilled! My heart has already giwa 
kfelf; I ack>re Emma^ never ftall any other 
claim a right to a heart wholly hersy never 
Ihall any other receive the plighted faith 
which I fwear between yoor. bands, to pre- 
ferve for her eterbaHy. But permit me to 
lecoAcile interefts fo rfear,- to truft to time 
and future events for the happinefs^ I afpire 
to : reeeiite the word of a man true to his 
engagem^tti; ;! repeat it, I will not grieve 
mf naother,^ or openly withdraw myfelf from 
^r authority oh an occaiion the moft im- 
portant of my life, where probably (be may 
be the moft folicitous to guide and direA my 
choice; but I may be able to elude the con- 
clufion of a majrriage, ib contrary tcr my 
wi&es, keep myfelf free, and by gentle 'me- 
thods bring about ^n alteration in Lady 
Liad fey 's difpofltiens, and induce her to^ 
G 6' approve 



(. 3^, ); 
approve : my owli : wi whyihould I jKic 
hope that /he will defire the happinefs of a 
/p», the only Object o£ all the afFedions o£ 
her heart. 

i Sir Edmund mufed, W93 fiknt, andfe^m- 
ed wrapt in meditation,; then turning to 
Bie, holding out his arms, and prefling me 
with tendernefs. Oh my friend ! my fon ! faid 
be, I rely on you ;. I jconfid^ to your honour 
the future fate of my dear Emma; you muft 
be her.hufband, you promife it me? I ac« 
ccpt your oath.: Do you fix the time, when 
you (hall fee fitting to form a . tie which 
heavea will not allow me to fee confirmed. 
I approve. of your fentiment^ with regard t9 
your mother; but I require. you to give me 
your pofitive, formal, inviolable word, that 
you will not difcover your intentions to my 
"daughter till the moment you fhall be free to 
give her your hand and to receive hers. My 
-knowledge of her heart, and of her exjtteme 
•fenfibility obliges me to impofe.this law upon 
-you, which I conjure you not to violate, 
•.May Emma in you find a friend, a pro- 
tedlor, but never a lover : do not expofe 

her 
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her to thelonneot of a tedious ex{ft£bcion^or 
give her up Co painfiil deflreS) and to refUefs 
fieairs ; vouchfafe, my dear Lindfey, vouch- 
j&fe to (wear to me v add this one a£t of 
(jompliance to the many favoura conferred on 
a. dying friend. If you grant me this fa- 
voiir^ I iball look on yoa.as aa.angel of 
light come down into thefe regions to ren« 
der the laft inoments of my life happy. I 
gave Sir Edmund my word ; I fwore to con- 
forili myfelf exa^ly to his wifhes: how many 
times iioce have I reproached myfeJf with 
this top i^indin^ prpmife, without daring to 
imagine myfelf at liberty to fcul ia my en* 
gagements. . 

... . ^ . . 

. A few days ^ftfit this difcourfe, the Ea- 
ronet grew weaker. His daughter's alarms 
.were augmented: fhc never quitted her fa- 
,ther's room;- we united our ai&duities in orr 
der to footh Sir Edmund's fufFerings, and we 
attended on him jointly. Oh! hovv are all 
.thofe mo.ments prefent and dear to ipy mc- 
.inory. A ftr^ngo and unaccountable plea- 
fure was blended with my grief. I fig bed ^ 
I wept, it is true ! but then I fighed and 

wept 
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w«pll 'WMi- SilHiMi 5 <»fDp«fllo4r, h6r/dr, H^ 
thousand terrible emotiom rofe in my foul, 
but tf^eti <fbey were the amotions of EminaV 
fodl iMbfrch I felt in tnine} ftruck with th«^ 
feme o%jeft», affeAed witft,the fame forro^y 
the cenfotfmty ^ .our fenfatiM>s ftemed* t<^ 
di^w tte near and %tnd'%is to each other; M 
but delightful meraents^ how I regret yoiM? 
gloomy and melancholy cfharme ! 

One evening. Sir lEAmmd enterijog liito 
a long €o0verfati©« with his daughter, sftei 
feme time fent to defire I would come in^. 
when. I found Emma bathed in tears, and' 
terror painted on her countenance $ flie Qh^ 
ferved a pcnfive fUence, interrupted only by 
th» gfoians of an oppl-ei^d heart*. Sir Ed-^ 
fnund caHed me to him^ took me by the 
hand, laid it on Mift Ne(byV, ajid pre& 
iiftg them between his own;> Oh! you,, 
each theobjed of the lafl wiflies^of a father 
and of a dying friend, fuliil, (aid he, faitfe- 
fiilly fulfil your promifes; you,. Emma, 
know on what condition you have juft re- 
ceived my tendercft bleffing ! If by a crimi^ 
nal difQbedience you ibould dare— ^Trem-^ 
2 hW. 
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Wt^ mjr dftuglKir^ irmibUj H fathered ven-^ 
gesfK^ may «Klen4 beyond life 5 but I wilt 
JIM doubc of yo«r ke«rt : and you^ Lin^fey,. 
forget not y6iir otftb; deceive n^ the^x-^ 
pedatiofi of ft frieikl^ whofe'cdofijdenee iti^ 
yoti inrakes liiiii 4efeend peaceably to tbe* 
i;rftve. O, my dear chikh'eat «iay M 
the heavenly powers watch orer you^ fce<l 
bleffinga on yo«f days ; nuiy they rewar<k 
you Lindfisy for rcnd4wing my death eafy^ 
I might call It hapf^, If your tears, andt 
thofe of my daagbter did not trouble iti 
comforting approaches. ! 

Mifs Ne(by coul'd not fiippoft thefe moW 
riftg expreffions } her eji>e9 dofed ; ihe Mi 
fenfelefs on hel* fetheF*« bofom; Aey car^ 
ried her from the noom which ihe was nevi^t 
to eiitec any more. Before (he came to hei^ 
felf. Sir Edmtiiid expired in my acms^ <^on-» 
tinuing flill to recommend her to my a& 
feftion, honour, and prote^ion*. 

• f 

I paid the father of Mifa NeHy all the 
duties which he eould ha^e expedled from a. 
ion who severed him. His will, figned a 

fcir 
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few days before^ .aippointc4 me theguardian 
of his dauglvter, and foleexecutor of his^laft 
defires* I was greatly furpcifed at feveral 
article;? in it; Emoia-s fortune was to re<^ 
maiain my bands,, even aft^r .th^time whenr 
the law allowed her to difpofe of it ; (he was- 
no( to be miftrefs of it, till ihe fettled; ihe 
could not marry without my confent,. nop 
evin with my confentj any man horn out of 
Great Britain. If fhe did,, be difinherited 
ber^ ^nd made her fDrtune over to Lady 
Walters, Jiis mother's niece.. 

The fale of his efFeAs, added to the four 
thoufand pounds left at London, made up^ 
^ut nine thoufand in. all ; I admired the 
Barpnet's attention to fecure to his couni* 
\t,y-io fmall a fum, and could not help be- 
iifgaflonifhed at the .many precautions to 
prevent any firanger from. enjoying it. 

. At a tim^ when my heart being lefs taken 
up with one objcft, would have allowed me 
that liberty of mind. which enables us to. 
.examine into the adions of others, and 
to explore and difcover their caufes, fome 

very 
z 
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very ftnking ,curcMmftance9 might hav^ fix* 
cd- my.attentionion ,^ eon^ud s^nd ex,^ 
p^ei&oHS of the- Baronet* * Thjat thixtui:e of 
carefles, pf reproiicbesy of tbreatenings tQ 
his daughter ; thpfe conditional bleffings^ 
that exclufion of every foreigner, might 
have excited my fufpicions.— -Happy, had I 
b>rmtd angjii Af'le^mihy, miftruft— J. Will 
P9t attack the n^n^ory. of Sir £dinunjl^ noff 
accufe biii)^,p/~an| iptefeijed djffimulation^ 
b|it he was. ^acqiiai^ted with bis d^ugbtei'a 
engagements.; be w^ aqq^^intfjl witbtb^oiy 
and:wafi:crue^ fl^ougb.to c^acj^^l th^m irOHl 
BQ«:l jRoffibly lje;nMght fear Ifiiesxtingwftl aft 
ardoiH^f'Vb¥?lv jai^ebjim bopps of r€inftatk)g 
Miis- Nefby in the rank he had forfeited for 
ber, and poi£b)y too be might fear making^ 
me ^ prey to tormenting: j^aloufyi Ht 
l^feAimp^d.top muchoi^.;| father's authority;^ 
he reckoned tpQ^njuch on oa^hs pronounced- 
by a* youpg.. timorous pr^ature, whp ,trf;m-9« 
bling befqre^ him whi^ f^e fubmitted tobii 
commancjs, and fwore to obey them, was^ 
ignorant of the force of thofe fentimentSi 
which .ibe proi^fiifed (o facrifice: 4oubtl^ 
Sir. Edmund imagined her: capable . pf . get-; 

ing 
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mg the bettef of tbem ; he 4h1 Hot mean to 
ckceive me) he was himfelf doeeivisd by hii 
efwti defires; be wiAied the- happ^nefii of 
Emina, ^and oJT me; ho fsniciid he had fe- 
eared it.-— »Fatal errar ! ^?he ca^ftof all tbofe 
ivils Ai)^ "heart ftUl groans for". ' ' 

' Tbe^momentSir Edmwid expiivd, ttnad^ 
MtfS' N^(by an offer to <ondud her t# 
Charles Town; but (he preferred ftaytr^ atf 
aimill hottfe near the harbottr, where (he 
intended to take an apartment with the mo^ 
Atitot Helma, a young girl who atteniei 
#» ber. BtAng tAken iip ^t' the mornmjf 
Ifritiltbe care^f herirf&ir8,itn4 with the f^re^ 
^a^ionft fiir -om tpieAf ^partitre, 1 w«r4 
^ rHkt her again m the etening. The deep 
diftref's I faw. her give way to, moved mo 
very • (Jinfibly >: far k^m lellening her griefy 
t(me feemed.to augment k$ and to make her 
tears flo^ ^very day more ixn^ more abunn 
datit4y and bittorly*- I ftrore to (bdth her 
by paftakihg. in her alRi£lion, and mix- 
kig my tears with her*8. She treated 
Haie Wi4^ great goodnefs, and even with 
^n^teiuive deference, and friettd(hip: She 
c*'^ appeared 
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appearod (enfible of nrf aOlduity m (kmiftg 
and obliging her; buit gav€ ik> fignt of an^ 

flrong impreiiion it made on her. 

After ber a&tr» were ictded, I went tty 
8g<ee for our paflage on board a merchant-' 
man, when a lucky chance brought ittto- 
Beauford harboiMr die Royal Brkon, Com^' 
flianded hf Ca^n Morgan, an ftxcd^' 
lent officer, wfaojMPed his promotioii to mjH 
father. He was to fet fail in o^ 4zy^ 
timty and pleafed with tbe tiioughts «f cacw< 
lying^ me back to finglaftd, wfchbcr 1^ wti^ 
hmaadj fi^^iaJie mt sncffer of every 'tn^'- 
oommodation in bis power to procure m^"^ 
• ■'/''! 'y ■- . • .. ■" • ■ -ii 

I aequainfed Mift Ne/by in the eveningi,^ 
that a* fine flup of war lay ready to carry her t 
to her own country, and at the fenae time4et^ 
her know died^ fixed for berdeparClHe•'i' 
tlllagi|1ed her idifpoied' 10 leave CaMltnH)) 
without any diAoilty.. My e^pedlatioi% 
¥ras cruelly deceived : fflie looked at me,, 
turned pale, and was in great uneafinefs i ^ 
fet 4}Mi fo Coon ! tsLii flie feveral times',' and-' 
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folding ber haD(}$, and reclining her head on 
l^r:bpfom9 deluged it with tears^ 

So ftrong a reluftance to a voyage which 
bad .been determined on ever fince my ar- 
cival -at her father 's^ occafioned me as muchi 
forpria^ a&^vexationj I. found ; my felf inca- 
pable* of laying any reftf:aint oh MiCs Ncf^ 
by, oc t^ariijig her by violence frojn a place 
O^e feea^d' io grieved to quit; but love did 
i|ot extinquifli the fentiments of nature in 
my 'bi:Qafib: what .^c.ufe.c&ujld be made for 
my Aay-atiCarolilia? Ccfuld I. think Qf-a<«^ 
lar4Ding my? mother's, fiears* andr apprehen- 
£ojsi%i V And vyhat could ei^dear Carolina fo 
much to Mifs Nefby, or attach her to places 
lyhere £be v^s : an alien ? It wais now fix 
moj^ths finoe fhe had lived in them without 
Iq^WHig.of being known by any. I pref- 
{ti.h^F in vain to explain to me the caufe^ 
of her. melancholy^, and of her tears;; Q». 
cpntinued to grieve the whole evening,, and 
I, was going out of hqr apartment in. aftate* 
of uneafinefs and incdecifion,. when Helena,. 
iMho was prefeiu at our conyerfation, fol- 
lowed and flopped me« 

This 
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This girl, who, though young, had a great 
ileal of good fenfe and refiedion, was fin<^ 
cerely attached to Mifs Nefby, and washes 
loved and even efteemed by her. A pre« 
fent of three hundred guineas had juft pre« 
vailed with her mother, who was burdened 
with a large family, to let her accompany 
Emma. She thanked me for a fiivour which 
fecured to her the advantage of never quitw 
ting her miftrefs, and lowering > her voice, 
if you deAre the peace and happinefs of Miff 
Neihy^ faid Ihe, beware of Ihewing her too* 
much complaifance. You will never fee her 
tears dried up whilft ihe inhabits this coun<^ 
4try. The fight of various obje£(s can a«»t 
lone divert her mind, and diffipate ■ herl 
gloomy melancholy. Believe what I fay," 
my Lord, but conceal from Mifs that I: 
have prefumed to fpeak to you ; (he would 
blame my zeal, and might poffibly miftake 
the motives of it. I put feveral queftions to the 
girl, (he anfwered me only by prefiing me to 
follow her advice, which I determined to do^ * 
- ■ ■ ^ ' ■ ■ * 

Oh what a conflid: had I to prevail with 
tnyfelf to oppofe the defiresof £mmai and* 

to 
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to mfefor ance my autliority to forice her In* 
cHnadon ; I was obHget) to djbprWe myfelC 
«{ tkr pleasure of foeiitg her, m: one fingie 
pra^er.from ber woold' have madef my refi^- 
IttCi^A vafltiib. . The lime for. cor i^pwrturt 
waa at laft come; MHk Nefby fufiered her^ 
fictf to be conduced to the harbour ; Snt 
«nba«ktd without tomphining^ wrtbovc 
fliewing -any. £gna of the riokiit grief ihe 
(^ berfelf overwhelm^ witb^ but herpale^* 
scfi^ ber fikaiee^ ajmd ber fighs, fiifficiendy 
exprefled her £nrrow. As foon ^ the wind 
had carried ua out to Ce2L^ her tears begait 
to flow: file periifted in (laying on deck* 
fu|>pocted by Heiena aad myfelF, fixed/ 
htr eyes Oft thofe; lamented fltores, and re>- 
peated: a thoufand times over^ Never, ntvet 
Aall I behold them more \ 

I Scarce faa4 we got three leagues off at. 
feay wfaca aiioat, which came out of the* 
faarboar, ftemtd torgiire us chafe: fiiecame 
doum widk fails aod oars. By bee courfe 
and the fignals fhe made fhe gave us to un- 
deiftand fhe wanted to come up with Us. 
Somas of dbwe crew begao to joke, fayiagthat 

the 



( 47 ): 

the veiTd Chafed us,: ftnd was: coming t« 
fighc usi anifettmg.up a loud latrgk^ odi^ 
od out t» pfcpire.foT: a&ioo. This itocfyr 
mirth of tbei fetlora obltgod.Evunattoqfui^ 
thedecky. and taictiire with Helena... V&^ 
trouble on her countenance, and attributed 
it to the ribaUrjsflie had juft beard. 

^ Soon alter: the bosft camr np^vith nail 
When near ^^gh to be beard, a^ i^rduaip 
maa, who feemed to coilimand tbe mca:) 
vfho ftoodiound kim^ aflced tjo fpeak iirith> 
t\ke captm>» He begged bim to j^rant bimi 
a pafiage on board bis fliip; that havingi 
been totd itrt^ bte, he had oii&d anojWt 
poftiinity of .coming tftlBeaufard thteimmaigi 
before, Captaiil Morgab: ftartedi ftveral difi-) 
culti^^and ailced him agreait many quefttom* > 
By the anfwcrs he made,, the jroimg man dis- 
covered he was (o vexed and provoked at the 
ftnie of uiK^ratntj in livhifihthe Capt;im^s 
icrafoliftiion; lefthim^: that I added mjr in- 
tMities to hiflT, Tbe cMidfitsom beiog proN 
pofed and accepted, he had a paflage gcant* » 
ed for himfelf and two of his people.. The ' 
boatmen weijp prepariog: to brisg to> when* 
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a little guft of wind rifing all on a Aid- 
ckn^'dixiye oiF the boat, and parted us. The 
moment fhe was got at fome diftance, the* 
young .man raiftd a- moft piercing cry, uni^- 
threw himfelf headlong into <tlie fea; 

This rafli a£lion made me cry out withi 
furprize and horror. I offered twenty gain 
neas to any who would go tb his afliftance, , 
andithirty.moreif they faved his life. -En- 
couraged by the hope of gain, four failors* 
threw themfelves into the fca, fortunately 
they perceived the obje£): of my compaffion* 
rife, buflbtting the waves, and ftriving to* 
fwim towards us. One of the-feilors laid- 
hold of him by his hair, the others by bit ! 
doaths, and overjoyed at the fuccefs of their' 
enterprize, came in a triumphant manner to- 
claim the recompence of their zeal. 

* - , . . . * 

. The gentleman who had efcaped fo great ^ 
a danger was entirely fenfelefs. He was a^ ^ 
bo4it twenty years old: his youth, the beauty * 
of his features, and the dangers he had un- : 
dergone, mingled a degree of compaffion ' 
with the curiofity be excited,. They^uick» 
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ly gave him all the affiftance requiflte in his 
/ituatron. Every body thronged about him ; 
impatiently waiting when he fliould recover 
the ufe of his fenfes. At laft he opened his 
eyes, caft look? of wonder on the croud 
who ftrove to get fight of him, but fixed 
them on me; doubtlefs perceiving in my 
countenance a compaffion either more ten- 
der or more ftrongly marked : he ftretched 
out his arms towards me in To afFeding a 
manner, that my heart was fenfibly moved 
at it. I fpoke to' him, he would have an- 
fwercd me, but looking once more round 
him, he cried out, Good God 1 where am 
I, or what' have I done! his tears then 
found vent^ and their abundance flopped 
his voice. 

As foon as he was able to fpeak, he afked 
whether his people would be long before 
they brought to ; they foon convinced him 
of the impoffibility of the return of the boat. 
On hearing this his afflidion was redoubled. 
The manner in which be had been Sepa- 
rated from his company left him in want of 
every neceffary j his greateft diftrefs was to 

Vol. IL D get 
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get other clothes. I intreated him to be at 
eafe on that head ; as our fixe and make were 
much alikf, I offered to fupply him with 
whatever he wanted ; the captain perceiv- 
ing the concern I took in the ftranger, left" 
him intirely to my care : while they were 
preparing a proper place for him, I led hiia 
into my cabin, got him fome linen; had 
his hair dried, and himfclf put to bed : af- 
ter taking fome fmall refrefhment, his' 
extreme fatigue foon threw him into a dead 
fleep. I ordered John my valet de chambre 
not to leave him, and when he fhould a- 
wake to furnifh him with every thing ne- 
-ceflary to drefs. 

Impatient to fee Mifs Nefby, I went to 
her apartment. She feemed lefs afllifted, 
but in great agitation of fpirits, and even 
in a fort of confufion. Helena, who was 
fomewhat fea-fick, thought herfelf dying j 
I attributed the diforder of her good-ni- 
tured miftrefs to the complaints and (itua- 
tion of her maid ; I comforted them both 
with regard to this tranficnt inconvenience. 
We afterwards fpoke of the event in which 

the 
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Ae crew had fo great a (hare. I let Mifs 
NcAy know the concern I fclc in bch^f of 
thb joung ftranger. She heard my account 
of it with a great deal of attention, mafcd 
for a moment, caft down her eyes, tlien lift- 
ing them cin me, and looking with a 
ifidtiitg airj How noble and humane is your 
heart my lord, faid (he ; this itian is very 
happy if he finds a friend in you. 

Thefe words gave me inexpreffible plca- 
fdre. They alTured me of the good opinion 
of a perfon whofe cfteem I liidft paffionately 
dcfired. I congratulated myfelf for having 
met with an opportunity of hearing from 
her own mouth fuch pleailng expreffion^ : 
and Nclfon, though before only the objeA of 
my humanity, now apjproved by my charm- 
ing ward, was fo far from appearing indebted 
to my compa3ion> that he feemed to demand 
iny eternal gratitude. 

After two hours very unquiet ileep, thq 
ftranger waked. John aiked hiril, whether 
he would pleafe td rife ; he confented, and 
feemed to acc^t his attendance With great 
cMipofure. Whilft they were aflifting hitn 
Da \kv 
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in dreifiog, h^ enquired mj name, . and the 
rank I held in niy country. On fatisfying 
his curiofity, John perceived him to turn 
pale, fold his hands, lift up his eyes to 
heaven in an attitude of defpair, throw him-^ 
felf on a feat, hide his face, and prpfently 
after heard him weep and groan, as if his 
heart were ready to break. 

I came in that moment. Surprifed and 
moved to fee him in that condition, I took 
him by the hand, and prefling it in mine, 
entreated he would entruft me with the 
caufe of his grief. He fixed his eyes on me 
with a melancholy air, haftrly withdrew his 
hand, and turning afide his head ; Leave me, 
for heaven's fake, leave me, faid he, your 
compaflion completes my diftrefs. 

This adlion and his ftrangedifcourfemade 
me apprehend the lofs of his reafon. I con- , 
jured him to tell me how he could reckon 
among the number of his diftrcffes that -na- 
tural fentiment which induced me to pity . 
him, and to wife to be of fervice to him ? 
Jfc made me no anfwerj I infilled : Oh! 

you 
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you tear my heart, cried He, you pierce it 
with ' a thoafand daggers ! 'Why did yoii 
fave my life ? What concern could you 
take in preferving a wretch ? Your kind- 
nefs conftrains, humbles, afBidts, and 
torments me. Why did I not perifh in 
the midft of the waves, from which your 
cruel compaffion has refcued me! Why, 
why did you lay me under fuch obliga* 
tions i 

The oddnefs of his reproaches confirmed 
me in the notion that his reafon was im- 
paired. I felt a real uneafinefs at it. I en* 
deavoured to compofe the agitation of his 
fpirits s I offered him affiftance and com- _ 
fort, and begged his confidence; I fwore 
to do him all the fervice that he could ex- 
peft from an old and tender friendl 

From a friend ! repeated he in an im- 
patient accent; what, always the fport of 
a cruel deftiny ! inceflantly croffed in 
my purpofes, in ray moft ardent wiflies f 
While hatred, fury, hope of vengeance,' 
alone fupportand animate my (ad exiftence, 
D 3 am 
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am I invited to repofe confidence, tp main- 
tain friendAip. Oh great God ! is it then 
a friend whom J fpMgbt. 

It was tsty to fee that feme violent un- 
cafinefs difturhed the mind of this man, 
who was doubtkfs unfortunate. His fighf, 
his t€;?.rs. 'infenfibly fubducd his fury; mj^ 
endeaxing expr^iSonjs appeafed him ; he feem- 
ed afhamed of his paffion ; he was'beginjiinff 
to apologize for it to me, whtn word was 
}>rou^h.t biniff th^( 9 fmall ipabin, near mine, 
had bee.i;! cleared and prepared for his re- 
ception. He bagged me to ^JIow him to 
retire to it for a ihort time. I confented« 
on condition th»it be retorned \n an hour 
to drink t^a with me ; he promifed me be 
would : I fufFered him to withdraw, recom- 
mending it to John to obferve his motions, 
and not to let him be out of his fight. 

He came back at the time appointed, and 
accoijted me with that eafy and polite ad- 
drefs, chara£lerlftic of people abpve th^ 
common level. H^ aflced me pardon for 
any expr^Z&pns hp might have let drop in hi« 

fit 
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fit of madndsy which he remembered to hit 
confufion* A very unfortunate accident 
had formerly, he told me^ made fo ilrong 
an impreffion on his fenfes, that on the leaft 
caufe of agitation, he was feized with the 
fits I had been witnefs to. He added thanks 
to his apologies^ tailed me his deliverer^ 
and begged me to forget he had ever pre- 
fumed to reproach me with my good of- 
fices. 

While be was fpeakixig, the noble grace* 
fiiloefs of his peribn, the choice of his ex- 
preffions, an air of fenfsbility^ which ren- 
dered bis gratitude animated and moving^ 
iffeded me, and augmented the inclination I 
felt to love and fervt him. We fat down to 
tea. My defign was to induce him to dif- 
cover himfelf to me. Every thingbefpoke 
the fingularity of his difpofition and for*. 
tune; various emotions were painted on hit 
countenance. I could fee in it uneafinefs^ 
conftraint, and vexation. I queftioned him 
in vain : his ihort and referved anfwers gaye. 
finall figns of his repoilng any confidence in 
mcj^ and all thofe motives which commonly 
D 4 . induce 
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induce men to open their hearts^ appeared I { 
to have no force on him. 

None of my queftions gained mc the de- 
fired confidence: What, faid I, will you 
conceal from me who you are? Will you 
refufe to difcover to me the caufe of that 
eagernefs to fail for Europe, which made, 
you hazard your life, and put it in evident 
danger, doubtlefs for fear of lofing your 
paflage. Motives very urgent muft have 
determined you to fo rafhan action. What 
6bje£): drives you to England ? A voyage 
undertaken with fo much ardour can doubt- 
lefs have no common motive, and it can- 
not be mere curiofity which carries you to' 
our climes. 

He coloured, feemed to waver, and to be fn 
great perplexity ; he fighed. I faw the tears 
fland ready to trickle down his cheeks ; I 
cfFcred him my hand ; you are filent, faid 
I ; you feem to fear confiding in a man 
whom a tender concern alone induces to' 
wife to fearch into your fecrets. Pbfllbly 
I may be able to fcrve you j but if T cannot* 

mitigate 
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mitigate your affliftions, you will at leaft 
find that I can feel them, partake in them, 
and pity you. So much goodnefs fills me 
with gratitude, faid he, in an accent which 
difcovered great emotion. My filence may- 
prejudice me in your efleem, and perhaps 
my fincerity might deftroy the favourable 
difpofition of your heart. 

Notwithftanding the fmall difference iii 
our age, you appear to me fo reafonable, 
that an. imprudent, indifcreet, and pafSon* 
ate n;ian cannot, without confufion, pcrmft 
you to look into his foul. And what could 
you read there? Paflions, of which yours 
is not fufceptible, or which at leafl are more 
under your command. And yet my Lord, 
I have nothing to difcover, which can make 
me unworthy, in my own eyes, the favours 
you load me with, and the valuable title of 
your friend, 

** My name is Nelfon ; I ant defcenJei 

** from one of thofe noble Englilh families 

^^ who, not liking their firfl fcttlements,* 

^* paBed from Virginia to Carolina, in the 

D 5 ** reiga 
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^ reign of Clwrles II. My Cither ww 
*< pofTeiTed of rich pUnt^tiQns on Aihiey 
f« riyer, *My mother died in child^h^ of 
^< me, and I w^ ilill in niy cradle whpn I 
^^ loft rty father. Mr. Hervey, my mgtcr^ 
^^ nal uncle, was appointed my guardian, 
f* at bis own defire ; I was br^d up under 
^^ bis eye, and he himfelf fuperintendedmy 
^^ education, but though he was too kind 
5« ai^d indulgent perhaps, during my child- 
" hood, l\e grew fevcrc s^nd imperious whcQ 
<^ I had ^^(ain^ that ^ge which gentle mer 
^ thods.^nd a friendly familiarfty are furer 
^^ gqidps th>n a haughty s^uftcrity. 

^* As be was of a whimfical, fufpicious, 
^^ covetous, turbulent difpofition, he loved 
^^ nobody ; he lived almoft alone j his nar«- 
" row foul wpuld never allow him to taftp 
** the fweefs of fociety ; in order to- give 
**• me an averfion to it, he reprefeatcd it 
** under the falfeft colours. Being contra- 
'^' dialled in my inclinations, aqd cramped 
^« in all my fteps, deprived of all the gr 
^^ mufements calculated to rela;; the mind 
^* from a continual application to ftudy. 
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^ I )>ecame Allien and unfociable ; niy 
>< bafty temper made conftraint infupport* 
^< able to me ; vexation and folitude loured 
<^ my humour 9 every thing was a fatigue 
** to me ; every thing difgufted me : before 
^< I became acquainted with the pleafures 
" of life, I was thinking how to free my*^ 
*« felf from its troubles, when new fenti- 
«* ments changed the difpofition of my 
^' mind : thefe taught me to value and che- 
.^^ riih my being, and to look on it as a 
*' thing of real value ; an hcavertly girl a- 
•« bout that time came to refide in our 
*< neighbourhood. At the figh^t of her, my 
<^ heart opened itfielf to define and hope ^ 
** my ideas were enlarged j I formed pro- 
^' J€<Ss ; I felt pleafure expanding in my 
** foul ^ I had a forctaftc of happinefs.— * 
*<- Flattering illufions, whither are ycfled? 
^^ How could emotions fopleafing produce 
/* fucb bitter fenfations? — Oh my Lord,. 
<^ pardon, he repeated with a kind of con- 
^^ fuiion, pardon^ nor defpife my weak.nefs ;, 
" I weep, it is true, but it is no frivolous 
** attachment which makes my tears ta 
*' flow i it is aojr a mUbefs whom I regret„ 
" . . D6 '^it 
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•* it Is a wife, united to me by the deareft 
*^ ties of marriage ; I have loft iier, (he is for 
ti ^yej. iQj-j^ from me ; i^ is beyond the power 
•^ of love, beyond the power of fate to make 
«* me happy ! Pardon me, continued he, if 
** I decline entering into a minute account 
<* of circumftances unworthy your atten- 
•* tion ; how (hould I keep within the 
*< bounds of moderation in relating the 
•* particulars of a paffion too ftrong and 
-** too ardent? Nor- time^ nor my fuffer- 
** -ings, nor the lofs of all my hopes have 
** been able to lefTen its force ^ and to com- 
** plete my misfortune, I have prepared the 
** way to the keeneft repentance for having 
♦* deftroyed my happinefs, by an indifcreet 
** defire to hafteu the moment, when I was 
•* within the reach of poffibly enjoying it. 

•« Though endued with a thoufand ta- 
' •* lent? and virtues, the obje£l of my teii* 
** dernefs was little favoured with the goo<!s 
•• of fortune; I. was pleafed with this cir- 
** cumftance : I perceived for the firft time 
<* the value of riches, which I could em- 
** ploy in contributing to the happinefs of 
•^ . ♦* an 
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** an amiable girl, whofe heart was foften- 
«< ed by my afliduous attention, and by the 
** generous expreffioits of my paffion. Her 
** mother confented to orur union ; my hap- 
** pinefs depended on my uncJe': I trembled 
** to difcover my inclination to hrm. But 
" what was my furprize and joy to fee hini 
•* liften to me without anger, and when I 
** received from his own mouth the aflur- 
*• ranee of entire liberty in my choice, 
«* Deteftable treafon, the caufe of all my 
** misfortunes ! For that very night a band 
*• of foldiers, let into my room by that inhu- 
*• man parent dragged me from the arms of 
** fleep, carried me ofF, and put me on board 
•' a frigate, which immediately fet fail : 
•* all my cries and refiftance were to no pur- 
•* pofe. In vain I would have engaged 
*• the mercilefs men to return towards 
*• the dear (hores from whence they had 
*• removed me 5 neither my promifes, nor 
•* my prayers, nor my threats could pre- 
*• vail on them. I was carried to a Spa- 
*• nifh garrifon. The governor, an old 
*• friend of my uncle, received me with 
•* great civility 5 I met With a profufion of 

^^ kindncfs 
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<« kindnefe and good treatment; but bow 
•< could I reliih ail this when my liberty 
^ was takeo from me, when I had been fe«> 
*' parated from all I loved, when I waa 
^* ignorant of the ftate of my charming 
5^ friend> and could not poffibly acquaint 
** her with mine f 

«* Ten months fpent daring thia ftate 
*^ of dependance and ^ uncertainty^ plunged 
^< me anew into that dark melancholy which 
^< love had diflipated. Defperate projefls^ 
*^ and fatal defigns inceffantly filled my 
^ imagination : my eafieft moments were 
^< thofe when, being determined to put a 
** period to my exiftence, I addreffed m^ny 
«• a fad farewel to her whom my foul ador- 
c( ed : by degrees I melted, my tears found 
' •* vent, a.nd eafed the weight of my fuffer- 
^< ings ; they fufpended my cruel and bloody 
<< refolutions. . I painted to myfelf the a- 
^< gonics I was preparing for the b«fom of 
«< a tender weak woman ; how would flie 
-^^ hear it, faid I, and hear it repeated that hqr 
«« Henry was ho more; fce would cry outr 
>' NelfoA himfelf has broken the bonds 

** which 



U which kept u§ tpgelber ! I figured to 
** myklf bergricf» hcrqries, and berdef- 
^* pair ; if I could oPt bear being deprived 
«* of the fight of her, how could I think 
♦* ihe cpuld fupport our eternal feparationi 
<< —How often has this fear of affli£^ing 
.** her beyond mcafurc with-held mj band i 
•« How often, my eyes all bathed in tcars^ 
^< have I cried out : Qh ! my foul's divini^ 
•* ty^ I Will live for thee, fooner fuffer for 
*< ever, than call up fpr one moment the 
«« groans of thy heart ! 

*« A ray of hope at laft difpelled tbefe 
<< gloomy ideas ; I wa$ told my captivity 
** drew near an end. The fort was np 
** longer a prifon to me j I was allowed the 
** liberty to go out of it, to extend my «(- 
*< curfion? to the neighbouring iflands, and 
** to take the diverfion of hunting. I wa3 
<^ fupplied with as much money as I pleafed 
*< to aik for. A letter from my uncle con- 
** firmed the governor's words. I (hould 
^< know one day> fi^id he, from what a danr 
•« ger bis prudence had prefervcd me, aofl 
*^ the fnare which artv&ce h4d laid for my 

•* youth, 
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<< youth, my credulity, and my fimpficity 
<« of keart. Uneafy, and alarmed by thefe' 
*« infinuations, I immediately wrote to her 
^ whofe conftancy and fidelity I began to 
** doubt. I bought a flave, and engaged 
*« him by motives of intereft to ferve mc 
*« with zeal ; I promifed him his liberty, 
«< and an eafy fettlement, if he fpeedily de- 
«« livered my lefter, and returned with ftill 
«• greater -difpatch : he embarked, and my 
<* heart followed him during the whole ^ 
** voyage. I began foon to count the mo- 
*« ments of his abfence ; I forgot that his 
** return depended on the winds and feas ; 
** I accufed him of flownefs; I believed 
«* myfelf betrayed ; my impatience leflened 
«« the diftance in my eyes, and my eager 
^' dcfire lengthened out the time. My 
** flave, who was both faithful and diligent, 
<* arrived at laft; I flew to meet him ; he 
<* delivered me a letter; I knew the writing 
** of that adored hand ; I preflfed to my lips 
♦* thofe lilies whofe fight charmed all my 
** aflHiflions. Alas! while I was jeadjng 
<< them, a fad furprize made my blood run 
«* cold in my" veins, and gave me up to 

" horror 
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*' horror and defpair. She, who had given 
** me her heart, who had plighted her faith 
" to me, renounced my pailion andtnyfelf f 
** She told me, fwpre to me, fhe loved me, 
** yet commanded me to. forget her: begged 
** me to think of her no more, to banifh 
** her from my memory; that /he was not 
<^ deftined to the happinefs of completing 
•^ my wiflies J that they were carrying her 
** away far from thofe places which I was 
<< to inhabit, and whither I was not to be 
** recalled till fhe' was gone : that fhe was 
^^ foon to' lofe fight of them> that fhe 
** mourned her fate; that fhe was cbm* 
•« pelled to free me from my oaths, and 
«* to difengage me from every tk which at- 
*• tached me to her ; that fhe was order- 
^**ed, Was required to do it ; that fhe was 
*• forced to fubmit, and did fet me free from 
•* every obligation 5 but that, faithful to 
«* her firft inclinations, fhe will ever pre- 
•^ ferve the remembrance of the only man 
*• whofe love fhe wifhed for j that her hand 
*^ fhould never be given to any; that fhe 
<* will love me in her heart; that fhe bid 
** me an eternal farewel, but that the traces 

"of 
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" of her tears had almoft effaced thefeher Jaft 
*< fad words which (he knew muil rend my 
<* heart, 

** To lofc her, to lofe her for ever ? To 
*^ renounce a girl of fo noble and generous 
** a foul as to difengage me frcrm my oaths^ 
*' and ftill prcferve her plighted faith ! They 
*' tear her, they remove her from me ! Oh j 
*< how, how fupport this cruel blow ? En- 
^< couraged at laft by the certainty of being 
<< beloved, and by the hopes of preventing 
*^ the misfortunes I fe^ed, I privately made 
** fure of a light ve^jfel, which I arn^ed with^ 
^^ all fpeed^ I went on board th if craay. 
*^ bark, my money encouraged the failors^ 
** but contrary winds put me out of my 
•* courfe; ten feveral times was I forced toi 
^^ put back, did I find myfelf flopped by. 
•• calms, or driven back by ftorms; at laft. 
^* I difcovered the port to which all my 
•• wiflies tended; the rocks hid my boat 
** from the fight of the people on fliore. I. 
•' was kindly received by a friend, whp; 
** concealed me from every eye, and under- 
*• took to acquaint with my arrival, her 

** whpfc 
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^* whofe promifes I was come to claioi ; 0xe 
V' coniented to fee me and to fpeak to me. 

V I was introduced into the garden in the 
•' dead of the night : my prayers, and my 
•• tears obtained every thing from love, and 
** determined the acQiable girl to unite her** 
*Vfelf for ever with the lover who adored 
•« her. At the firft dawn of day, flie foU 
** lowed me trembling; I led her to the 
*' church where a miniflcr was waiting in 
** order to authorize and fandify my happy 
^*< twnvity. Alr^y pur beam and hands 

V were united ; aLraady heaven was bearken*- 
^* ing to ouf oaths; the voice of the charm- 
** ing miftrefs of my foul was ready to pro- 
<< nominee her vows to ]oye me for ever^ 
^ when her parents, followed by a number 
*^ of armed men, forced open the door^ 
** her mother feized her, and would have 
*^ forced her from my arms ; I held her,, 
*^ they furrounded me, preflcd upon me^ 
<< and at laft feparated us: I was immedi* 
•• ately attacked by a number of flaves ; I 
«• drove the mifcreants to a diftance, they 
^ fell, and overthrowing each other, I 
^* opened myfelf a pajfTage, and holding out 

** my 
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*^ my arms ha4 almoft reached my difmay- 
" ed girl; when' a refolute fellow threw 
** himfelf between her and mej incenfed at 
^^ that a£tion, I aimed a blow at him, when 
** my fword glaricing afide, pierced thei>reaft 
" of an unfortunate woman. •r— Oh ! why 
** did I not die before that fatal moment ?" 
-—Here he paufed, and hanging doWn his 
head, hid his face, whilft his tears and 
fighs flopped his voice. 

Struck with his misfortune, and filled 
with horror and pity, I blamed myfelf for 
having made him re-trace fo afFedting an e« 
vent. Alas! who could then have fore- 
told to me that I ftiould one day feel the 
fame agony under which I faw him labour ? 
I pitied Nelfon ; my tears and expreflions 
convinced him how much I was -moved .at 
his ftory, and at the irreparable lofs which 
caufed his juft regret. He looked at me, 
and appearing to mufe for a moment, caft 
downiiis eyes, then raifmg them towards me: 
how fobthing to my heart is your compaf- 
fion, (aid he in an afFe£Honate accent : you 
afford me comforting ideas, and a flat- 

teringK. 
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tcring hope, if'however it is poflihlc to ima- 
gine, to think — He paufed, and refum- 
ing: 

*' Allow me, faid he, to proceed no far- 
*' ther at prefent; do not oblige me to en- 
•* tertain you with an account of my tem- 
"** porary madnefs. Having efcaped from a 
*' clofe prifon where my uncle kept me, 
** I was determined to fly from his tyranny, 
*' and from thofe countries which could no 
*' longer afFord me the view of the objeft of 
" all n,y fouPs defires. I brought away 
** with me in ingots of gold, a fum fuffi- 
** cient to procure me an eafy fubfiftance in 
** England, where I wifli to fpend there- 
** mainder of my days ; my impatience, and 
^^precipitation have expofed me to neceffi- 
** ties, and reduced me to a ftate of depen- 
** dence, at lead for fome time; but, if I 
*« am under the neceflity of contrading fuch 
** great obligations, I efteem myfelf happy 
^* in meeting with a benefaSor, whofe dif- 
*' tinguiflicd qualities equally invite my 
<^ fricndihip and gratitude." 

Thefc 
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Thefe laft words, pronouncc^il with an 
air of franknds and noblenefs, afFe<£ted me 
ctcceedingly. I embraced Nelfon, I begged 
he would look on me as a friend and bro- 
ther, and be under no manner of concern 
as to his ftay in England. During tb^ reft 
of the converfation, he loft that gloomy air 
which clouded a countenance full of fenfe 
and fire. As he grew calmer and more o- 
pen, he enquired what bufinefs had brought 
me to Carolina. I fatilsfied his curiofity, 
without however acquainting him with the 
prefent fituation of my mind. I was deter- 
mined to conceal my paflion for my ward, 
and fpoke only in general of my efteem and 
friendflrip for her. 

That very evening I informed Mifs Nef* 
by of the particulars which regarded Nelfon. 
She feemed to intereft herfelf greatly on 
liearing that (hort narrative, I afked her 
whether flieknew him, and whether (he had 
ever heard of that adventure, or could give, 
any further eclairciflements, which I Could 
not prefume to a(k of one whofe violent af- 
fIi£lion required to be treated with fome ten'- 
ilernefs» 

1 She 
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She remained fome little time without an« 
fwering me. I never heard of the name of 
. Nelfon, faid (he at length, but never lifted 
up her ejres towards me, I pity him you 
(peak of: I think his fituation very afflidt- 
ing^ and his condition deprorabl'e. It is a 
great misfortune to entertain an inclination 
capable of laying us under the difpleafure of 
thofe, whom the laws have authorifed to ap- 
prove or condemn the afFedions of our fouls. 
Though they are obliged by nature to pro- 
tedl:, tocherifli, and to make us happy, yet if 
our heart difpofes of itfelf without their 
confent, they fecm to forget their former 
tendernefs, and to be gnorant that it is not in 
our power to love or hate at their pleafure ; 
and too often they punlfh us cruelly for an 
involuntary refiftance I 

Emma pronounced this reflexion with fo 
forrowful an air, that I have fince wonder* 
ed an hundred times how (he came not to 
awaken my fufpicions. But when we en- 
tertain no miftruft» if we happen to obferve 
the looks or exprefllons of a woman we 
iove, it is with fo ftrong a dlfpofition to 

give 
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give them a favourable interpretation, that 
ihe may for a long time impofe on us, (hould 
the fmalleft intereft induce her to difguife 
her thoughts i neither the tin^e, nor the, 
circumftances fuiFered me to difcover in this 
difcourfe of Emma, any thing befldes her 
good fenfe, and her compaffion for tv^ro 
lovers, whofe parents had occafioned their 
misfortune. 

Next day, I introduced Nelfon to my 
charming vj^ard. She received him with 
fome feeming indifference ; at firft he feem- 
ed under a kind of conftraint in her pre- 
fence. But, by degrees, a pleafing, a- 
greeable freedom prevailed among us. 
\Vhilft the voyage lafted, I had no occafioa 
to regret any of thofeamufements I wasde- 
prived of. Oh ! what pleafure can be com- 
pared to that afiivity of the foul, excited 
and kept up by friendfhip and love ! Do 
we feel any want of amufetpents when we 
love ? The defire of pleafing and obliging 
fo fully employs all our moments!' Oh, pe- 
riod of my life", whofe remembrance is flill 
dear to me, how happy did I think myfelf ! 

I fan- 
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4 fimdiea ia^cK the djipoftr df the fat^ df 
tvro. perfons who ihared the: jllrongefl: affec*- 
tions erf my heirt-w^O-crud both !: why HA 
dthe miftruft jof the .one, auxl the timidity cf 
the other force mc to lament for ever my 
want of penetration with all its dreadftii 
-confeqiiences i Unfortunate Henry ! Uii> 
happy Emma ? Why were yotur hearts 
ihut to me I How could you doubt the ten;* 
dernefs, and I may prefutne to fay, the ge^- 
serofity of'mine? Oh, Monglas, Oh my 
|n-udent friend ! do not form a wrong idea 
of my ftntiinents ; I weepi not a womah 
tora from my Iove» from my dl^fiires ; I regret 
tiot the pleafure I looked to ^njoy in hercom^ 
4}any,and inhercharhis: nOyitisnot}ove,iti$ 
coropaflion,it i^ friendfliip which ftill draw the 
groans of forrow from me ! Happy, a tboufand 
times happy,if, thoitgh deprived of Emma, and 
feeing her in the arms of another, I could 
iay to ntyfelf, {he lives, flie owes to me her 
liappine& ; I have iacrificed mine to her« i 

As we were drawing near the coafts of 

Great Britain, I began to confider of the 

means to coaceal from my mother tbelcnol/*- 

. Vol. II. E ledge 



in) 

Tedge of thofe engagements I faaH entercS 
•into in Carolina. As (he was conneded 
mhhz family, the irreconcilable enemies of 
£ir Edmund, could I introduce to her the 
^daughter of a banifked man, who was de- 
4tefl:ed by the houfe to which (he meant to 
^lly me i On the point of feeing myfelf un- 
•der the di (agreeable necefii^ of oppofiag 
her inclinations,to prefent £mma.to her then, 
-would it not be to difcover the motive of 
fny refiftance, and to expofe the caufe of it 
/to her difdain and hatred ? My promife o- 
ybliged me to place M(fs Nefby under the 
.^are of J^ady Walters : but before this could 
-be done, I mud be fure whether that Lady 
fWl refided at York, and whether fhe was dif- 
pofed to receive her relation : on this fuppo* 
fition I wifhed to conduS Mifs Nefl>y thi- 
thee in perfon. I could not eafily remove 
iar from London during the firftdays after 
my arrival ; I therefore thought how to pro- 
cure my ward a proper place to retire to, 
where fhe might be agreeably lodged till the 
time for her fetting out for the country. 
I had a friend in London, whofe name was 
Mrs« Howard : I determined on her houfe, 
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'^s i kfiew;fhe was very defirous of obliging 
me, : • • 

. This lady, born with great advantages, 
{koflefTed the fecretto preferve them. Having 
pafled the prime of youth, it was her whole 
jludy and endeavour to make herfelf agree- 
able at that time of life, when gaiety, even- 
iiefs of temper, and good nature To well 
fupply the.piace of thofe charms which e* 
very day leflen in the fair fex. Her. chief 
pleafure confifted in a fele£l fociety, Hav- . 
ing.been introduced at her houfey I had 
Jbeen lucky enough to be aWe to ferve two 
perfons for whom (he had a great regard : 
^e fought fome opportunity to. fhew me 
her gratitude,, and I made no doubt but 
that (he would gladly receive into her houfe, 
-a ftranger for whom I intereiled.myfdf fa 
warmly ; I found I was not deceived in my 
cxpeftatiom 

When I arrived in London, my mothv 
had juft fet out for Bath : her abfence 
from town made it eafy for me to take, e- 
.very meafure ncceflary for npy peace of 
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tnind. Mrs. Howard, who bad long re- 
tired from court, was little known to haif 
Xindfey : different xronncxions, and amufe- 
ments of a different kind, prevented their 
meeting often. As for Nelfiwi^ nothing 
induced me to conceal my friertdlhtp for 
him. Before we fet out for Bath, I oblig- 
ed him to accept of a fum of money, which 
I told him was at his fervkc. It was rio^ 
%\rithotxt extreme relutaancc he cotifented 
to accept it. Though he was certain df 
5one day repaying thcfe trifling obligations, 
lie bl^Rd to receive the fums advanced 
fcim. Hfs noble fpirit did not injure him m 
sny opinion, but it vexed me:' I loved hni 
tob much not to wifh he had fhewn hFm* 
^If more fincere and open with me. ' 

During the journey, Nelfon feemed very 
feiuch dtjedled. I was not lefs fo myfclf, 
I had not yet felt that uneafinefi, that lan^ 
gour, which abfence and the lofs of ah a- 
greeaWe connexion infpires. I befought 
TNelfon not to mention my ward before La- 
dy Lindfty. Without cntrufting him 
with i!jy fcntimcnts for to her, I only 
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dtfcoyered my fears of railing . furpicidof' 
m my. mother conoer^iog my attach* 
ment to the 'muxe&$ of XhsLt young qk^ 
tare. 

, With what an; aiB4£tiiigrux:prire did I fed 
myfelf fcisc^d when I caft myfelf at Lad)f 
Lindfey's fcety. and when I embraced her 
s&ffe&ionatelyl This excellent mother hsj^ 
^joined every bodj^ not to acquaint ma 
with her difordejr >. ihe. even ftrore tci> 
hide it from met but htr weak emaciate(| 
£k2tc o£ bodfi already foretold the dreadful 
decay ocqafioned by a confumptjon* Tte 
|kleafure of feeing me feemed to revive her> 
and to give her new hopes of a recovery .c 
She received Nelfon a& the friend of a dar- 
ling fon. Wholly taken up with her fl- 
t^ation9 {he appeared to me entirely un- 
concerned about all the ambitious projeds 
ihe bad formed before my departure. Far 
from the thoughts of engaging me in any tie^ 
£be feemed to rejoice at my being free : fen« 
flbly affeSed with my afliduities, and charm * 
ed with my attention, my care, and my duti* 
ful behaviour, £he told all who came to fee. 
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Iter, that (he fhould think herfelf happy to 
polTefs the entfre tendernefs of her fon, zai 
to have no rival in his heart. 

She fpent the remaining part of the fea- 
fon at Bath : my duty made it a law to me 
not to quit her. I kept up a correfpon^*' 
dence with Mrs. Howard, and I teamed^ 
from her that Mifs Ncfby preferred folitude^ 
to all the amufements which feeme4 calcu- 
lated by their novelty to excite her curiofity* 
Being continually (hut up with Helena, fte^ 
never quitted her apartment but when cUr 
Vility obliged her to go to Mrs. Howard^) r* 
flie difcovered a great defireto retire as! 
foon as the company began to affemble j or 
if fhe yielded to her intreaties, and ftai<f,' 
it was vifible in her eyes that it was a cdo^ * 
finement to her. However, fhe lent an^ 
obliging attention to theconverfetion, fpoke- 
^ittle, but with fo. much fweetnefs, proprr- 
ety, and grace, that her friends coiiW not 
without great reluftance fuffer her to aban- 
don hei-felfto that love of retirement which- 
deprived fociety of a perfon born to be its 
ornament and delight. 

- As 



. As foon as I had leccivcd informatioiv 
from York, I wrote to Mifs Nefby, Lad/ 
Walters did not live there at that time.* 
Having fix months before paffed over intor. 
France, £he aftually refided at Nifmes,> 
hoping to receive fome benefit in an' 
afihmatic complaint. Her return depend -j 
td on the good efFedJs fbe hoped to receive- 
from her abode in the fouth of France. . 

I faw with pleafarc the continuance of Mifsr 
Nefby in London, without having caufe twr 
reproach myfelf with making «hy alteration^ 
in her father's dlfpc^itions^ Mi^s.- Howard' 
Gongratulated" herfelf on not being parted* 
from her lovely companion, and my ward> 
wrote me word, that being attached to. this* 
Lady by the ties of efteemand gratitude, flie* 
would very willingly live witli her till the. 
return of Lady. Walters* 

Being fatisfied with this affurance, I di-: 
nded my cares between my mother and 
Nelfon. On examining the fingular cha-^ 
ra£ler of this planter, I found it im- 
pojQible to aoGount for the principles and; 
E 4 rcotive 
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motivesc ot a thoufand contradi&ibns wfikfr 
appeared in it. His fitualion feemed ratfaef 
calculated to plunge him into melancholy^ 
than excite emotions of impaticAce and fury.i 
tie feemed to be lefs dejeded by the remem^ 
brance of fome paft event, than tormented 
>y prcfentfufFerings: A peirpetual inequality 
of humour marked all his moments. He* 
fled £rom the fight of every body : ami ojEtea 
for whole days together would fliun even 
me: in vain would I have engaged him vtd 
^k confolation in my friendship ;. he noui 
unacquainted with this food of the Btindv; 
this fweet intercourfe of fentiment fo. ne^ 
oeflary to a tender difpofltion. Moved with hi* 
condition I preifed him to communicate tOf 
me the fubje& of what lay fa near his heart* 
He blufhedy kept filence, or if he crct 
fpoke it was in broken words, or exclama-^ 
tions of grief. Sometimes he j^pcoaqbed: 
me bitterly. Why did you not let me pe- 
rifh in the midft of the waves^ iaid he ta 
me, in a harfh tone, and with a wild look?* 
Why did you fnatch me from the jaws of 
death ? You have thrown away your kind-^ 
nefs on ^ wretched being > on a mad:maii,. 

whofe 
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wliofe brtifaKty muft tire out y6ur friend* 
fliip; poflibly you may repent having pre" 
Served, having loved me : Oh ! you know 
Dot all the torments which rend my fouL 

A heart fo little capable of yielding t^ 
$he folicitatiofis of friend£hip, might have 
ihoclced mine; bat attributing this kind of 
ferocity tjE^his education, and to the violence 
pthis grief, it vexed without angering mej 
I was in hopes that time and diilipatiojii 
snighc produce their wonted efFed on hi^ 
iiiind; I propofed foftening his angry tern* 
pfer, by gentlenefs and complaifance. His 
ptrefent fituadon, and the need he ftood in 
pf affiftance, contributed to render me in- 
dttlgejit;. fom:e eflim^ble qualities mad^ ar 
mends in my eyes for the momentary roughr 
mfs of his difpofition : far from perfifting 
JA- my defire to penetrate into what he wi(hr 
<d to conceal, I made, it a law to myfel^ 
never to put one fingle queftion to him ; 
'but neither my afliduity^ nor the ineirpref- 
fible beauties of the place, nor the varic^t^ 
amufements of Bath could calm his uneafir 
B^fs^ or diminiib his. gloomy, fadiiefs^ ;« 
E 5 ^ My 
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'My mother recovered her health* fo a$ to 
be able to return to London. With wbat< 
delight did I revifit Mifs Nefby ! how dif- 
ficult did I find it to rcprefs my joy of heart, 
and to hide the pleafing emotion of my fenfes : 
yet every thing ftill confpired to force me to 
that irkfome couftraint, I ©wed fo much 
deference to Lady Lindfey.: My rcfpeftVor 
her and prudence alike required me to hold 
my peace. If I confeffed my love, could I 
remain long mafter of it ? Could I keep 
fo ftrong a paffioii within bounds? Would 
not the flighteft hope of a return of my paf- 
fion carry me beyond the limits I had prc» 
fcribed to rayfelf ? Would- it not render 
ttiy defires more ardent, and my cxpeflation 
more painful? Sometimes I fancied I per* 
xeived in the looks of that charming girl— 
Oh ! let me not recall that fatal error ! Il 
contributejak but too much perhaps to flint 
my eyes to her true femiments. 

The title of guardian authorifed me to 
procure Mifs Nefby every thing that could 
pleafe her fancy : no body knew the fiate 
of her fortune; nor was flie herfelf ac- 
quainted 
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^vainted witb-the narrownefs of it. ■ The 
four thoufand pounds I was to have receiv- 
ed at London^, and which had been cntruded 
to* a merchant, were confounded with the 
reft of the immenfe debts of that man, who 
bad (led from the purfuit of his creditors. 
Me had juft quitted the kingdom when I ar- 
rived at London,. N^lfon was with me ac 
the banker's, where I heard the news of it ; 
I deflred him to befilent on an event which 
^intended to conceal from my ward. I took 
a p.Ieafure in making her live with a certain 
elegance, and to fee her wear tbofe orna^ 
ments which. the advanced ftate of her 
mourning now admitted. I. laid hold of the 
fllghteft pretences to amufe her with di- 
verfions j and I enjoyed the inexpreffible 
pjeafure of beftowing my gifts on the moft 
lovely objeft, and the fweet fatisfaftion of 
obliging, without feemingto claim any re« 
turn of gratitude. 

Part of the winter pafled without oc* 

cafioiiing any alteration in my iituation j 

but the clofe of it revived my apprehen- 

fions. Oil the recovery of her ftrength, 

E 6 ray 
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my mother came nearer to the court, «Bd' 
infenfibly returned to her former ideas. My 
Lord Portland, whofe daughter flie intends 
cd for me, was then Viceroy of Ireland^ 
and reflded at Dublin with his whole fa* 
nilly. But growing weary of the place^ 
he defired, and obtained to be recalled, 
and gave notice of his fpeedy return to 
London. My mother feemed highly pleaf- 
ed at this ; and fpokc of it as an event, 
which ought both to intereft and pleafe 
me. I began to be under the greateft un- 
eafinefs. What objeftion could I make to 
this fo fuitable an alliance ? Had I not al- 
ready con fen ted to the meafures of Lady 
Lindfey ? How could I attempt to fruftrate 
them without fome apparent reafons for 
jny difapgroving them ? How fupport the 
thought 6f provoking her, and wounding* 
her heart with fo cruel a blow ? There 
were thnes when, being moved with her 
goodnefs, and hoping every thing from her 
tendernefs, I was for opening my whole 
heart to her, confeffing my love, prefent- 
ing Emma to her, throwing myfelf at her 
feet, and faying, You wiflx my happihe/S> 

Oh ! 
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Ofi'f eohd^fcciid to feoure it by granting^ 
nle thir beloved woman ; let me hold her^ 
from a mother'^ hand, and all the wiibes oi^ 
nay heart will be completed I 

Being a thoufand times on the point of 
purfuing thefe fuggeftions^- I found myfeld' 
with-heltf By my knowledge of Lady Lind-* 
iey's difpofition. If ambition (bould fhutr 
her eyes to Emma?s merit ; if, feeing no- 
thing in< her but the daughter of a baniflp-' 
ed man; the caufe of my dlfobedience, and^ 
zn obftacle to her deareft wifhes, (be fhouldi 
€xzSt of me the impoffible f^^criflce of myr 
tove, what reproaches did I prepare for 
uiyfelf ! I fhould lofe the precious ad-; 
Tantage of living yrith my mother in aiv 
agreeable harmony, expofe Mifs Neiby 
to her refentment, and render my fitua* 
tion more embarafling and irkfome. 

By endeavouring to remove the evils we 
think ourfelves threatened with, we often 
torment ourfelves with an ufelefs conceru« 
Before my Lord Portland's arrival, I bad the 
mortification to fee my mother celapfe into 
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a- hingouT, whcnccr there were little or'nor* 
hopes ta recover hen She was advifed^ to- 
go into France, or to l;ryv whether her na** 
tive air might not bring about anJiappyaU 
teration : fhe determined on going into Scot- 
land,, and the thoughts of this journey, in-- 
fenGbly effaced from her mind ^11 other oh* 
j«£b.. 

Nothing could dlfpenfe'with my accom-^* 
panying my mother, ferving her, and com- 
forting her in a condition wherein my ten-» 
dernefsand carewere become fo neceffary. 
to hen I muft therefore be fep^rated from. 
Emma a fecond time. Should! q^iit her a^ 
^ain without opening my heart to herj with- 
4Hit founding the difpofitioa of hers ; with^ 
^ut knowing whether her ideas of happinefs. 
agreed with my defice* ? Every thing con- 
vinced me of her edeem ; fhe paid me great 
I'egard, and even a fort of preference : but 
fcwifhed to infpirc herewith a more pleafing 
and tender fentiment. Abfence would foon 
deftroy part of the^reafons which forced mc 
io be filent; and yet, bound bymy pro*- 
inife,andhy the oaths which Sir Edmund had 

exa£led: 
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eacafled'of me, I did roe dare to brealc^ my- 
word, or betray the confidence of a friend^ 
who bad gone down to the grave in peace^. 
In the comferrting ipeliance on my honour. 
This engagement, frivolous perhaps, in the' 
eyes of a man^lefs* fcruputous than^ myfelf,^ 
was become weighty and facred in mine, 
when I recalled the affefling remembrance' 
of the moment' when I fubmitted to this*law, 
which my intereft would not allow me to^ 
break. Sometimes (purpofed to inform Nel- 
fon of^my ftntiments; I- could have beeii« 
happy in fpeaking of Emma, of my love^ 
and of my ppojefts; but his humour and 
fsefervemade him a ver^ improper perfon to 
gain' my confidence. They very, rarely in* 
fpire it, who are themfelves incapable of 
Ihewing it to others* 

After our return^ from Bath^ I todc a 
|>1eafure in introducing him to-my friends. 
For fome time he frequented company with 
a good deal of relu<Slance. Mrs. Howard's 
was the only houfe he appeared to take any 
delight in ; infenfibly be began ta be very 
frequent i» his vifits at that Lady's, gained 

the 



tie eftcem of her little i^cties», and fobii h^ 
Qi^xne ooe of the number. By degi:ee» I 
found htm Ws gloomy, kfs carelefs iitk hu 
dxefs and bebaWour, avd better bred^ he 
Began to relifh and look out forsraufements, 
ls/li& Ne(b7 treated him With kittdnc&< 
When I could not vifit herroyfelf, I defir- 
•d Nelfon to carry her books ^mufic> flowers, 
and a. thoufand trifles ihe amufed herfeli 
vith. He feemed to grow fonder of me j 
he even told me he intended- to have hii 
money remitted to England, to fettle here, 
and never to quit me.. I was delighted witii 
d)is alteration in him, when, chance madi 
me difcov-erin his heart as ftrong a deflre U 
leturn to. Carolina, as he had ihewn eager^ 
s^fa to leave ijt* 

As we were both walking one morning 
•n the bank^ of the Thames,, we flopped tc 
look at a frigate that was getting undejj 
feiU Nelfon's eyes were fixed on that^A 
fd, and purfued l.t, withoujt . ever quictioj 
iight of it. His fighs^ his agitation, anf 
his motions ftruck me. Whence arifes thai 
•motion myou,, faidi? do you knowthi 

peoph 
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peepte tKat arc failing from us ? Thcjr aret 
goiog^ cried be,, bow happy are they, how^ 
1 envy their lot ! And joining his band^^ 
lifting his leye^ to heaven, wet with tears ;: 
Oh delightful couatiy, faid he^; in a fad 
and paffionate accent. Places dear to my me-^- 
mory, have I for ever loft the. hopes 06 
hreatibiiig your delicious air f 

' Such iitconfiftency and oAinttk aftofi^'^c 
cjl mi^. . Ke ob&rv^d nijr fiirpriw, abdc 
ftetned vexed that he had abandtiiied hfiil«r 
ftlf to a ti'an^t wliich badJuA difco^ 
vered a d'efire £9 contrary to biS foimer'^con*': 
verfation. I mufod ; he held bis peate ^ani^ 
we' retik'ned to jny at>artment wi^Uit ettbcjar 
of us bireaking filencc^ 

Nx>twithAanding the incomprehenfibll^ 
diaraAer of the man, I had felt too ftrong IL 
pleaTore in obligii^g him to refufe thatof ferv^. 
lag hint once more. Hewould have quitted: 
me at the door of my apartment; but I^ 
witlv^held him, and aflced, him the reafon? 
of an z£t of diflimulation, which I had juft^ 
eaufe to complain of* Why did. he coun- 
terfeit 
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terfeit a defire to live in London T Wh) 
did he make preparations foe accompanying 
rae into Scotland, when every wjfti> of- 1m5 
heart was turned towards his own country i 
Why did he conceal from me a. defice A 
natural, and fo^eafily fati&fiedi. 

L 

My queflions embarafled bim. He view- 
ed me with difturbed looks, as if he endea- 
voured to difcover ia my eyes whether m) 
firft reproaches were likely to Be folfowei 
with complaints of a more ferious nature 
At laft ha told me, that,, being jufl: arriv'ec 
at the age when the > law mkde hiiii > ihaT 
tev of his. fortune, and having It in hii 
power t» draw it out of his uncle's hands 
live independant, and chufc his own habi- 
tation, he fhould be happy to crofs the feas 
anJ vifit once more, his native land ; bu 
fo many difHculties, added he, ftill lie ii 
the way to that defign, that I fancied^. '. 
ought neither to mention it^ nor fet m; 
heart' in earned upon • it. On this I rofe 
and taking fix hundred guineas out of i 
drawer, and ■■ putting them before, him^ di< 
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you think me capable, faid I, of rcfuffirg; 
you^the means of making yourfdf happy ^ 



c He" changed cotoiK^ hcfitatedi and feem-- 
cd to conAilt his inward thoughts j then* 
blaming himfetf aloud for having hefitated 
1 fingle moment, thruft back the gold' I' 
olFered hirii^ ftarted up from his feat^ 
fte^dat a diftoncefrom nfe.and the table; 
Mi appearing- vexed) and hurt with my 
entreaties, Ceafe, cried he, ceafe to prefr- 
me; what, fhall I accept!-— abufe-— no ; 
kMMr forbids -^ niay^ ^ I father > pertfh 
here, than* fte niyfelf the undifturbed pofw • 
feflbr— -No ! never wtlM oi?P^ thy feappi- : 
jlefs to a meannefs. He faxA no- moi-e; "walkr* '> 
ed about the room in great agitation, and 
dewing near, took me by the hand, and > 
preffingit; my dear Lindfey, faid he, Iar» 
not yet acquainted with all my weaknefs ; 
you have been temptinga man who is un*- 
worthy of your friendihip, the vile flave of 
his padions, ungrateful— -Yes, I am un- 
grateful, it is out of my power to afl: other* 
wfie; my certainty of this-breaks, tears my- 
hearty and clfives me to defpair. Then 

throwing.. 
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throwing himfelf on % feat. He expreflTed-a] 
the marks of immoderate grief* Neitbc 
my careffes nor prayers could prevail' wit 
him toexplain.bimfelf : he interrupted nic 
M^ith conjux^ing me not to render him con 
temptible in his own eyes ; he wept, groan 
ed, and called down on ibimfelf th 
moft dreadful curfes. Never^ noKr £hiai 
I quit England,, cciedhe, if toretitftt torn 
Gpu^tiy I ninft prepare mauer of (humtf^ 
a^d eterAaL fCBroaqhl 

i Ohy y/ihy wa4 nQtbi&lieiu:ttrae;v»«i] 
enough to unveil to mfn; this- flrange Ian 
S'^^ ^ How c6ul4 h^ refift my affe^iofl 
ate entreaties ? HioJEiour wpuld not ^jiloi 
hjm to accept a^kindnels at the hand of tli 
only friend from whom he had any rigl 
t9 expert it : he confefTed he was ungrate 
fi^I, he feemed appreheniive of becomin 
more fO; no hint, nofufpicion could enab! 
fl(|e underAand him;, in vain I prefled hii 
to fpeak : he remained obfiinately fUen 
continued to reject my ofFers, one momei 
iiuth figns of fenilbility,. the next with 

kiu 



md of horror, but ftill with the lame J6^ 
fiminci inviitcible ^firimiefs* ! > 

From the very mftahti in which his' mi*- 
jrtune and ray own -had linked ub toge- 
itVy his anions, his difcourfe, his whole 
ehaviour was an impenetrable riddle to me. 
Ii4 humour was a perpetual contradidioH 
> kfelfi In one thing, however, be was 
on&ftent : whiie under the abfolute necef. 
ty of contraifting €J>ligatiotts^ he always 
liewed an extreme reluftance to accept the 
loney 1 advanced him ; he ufed the moft 
sruptiious precfEutions to adjuft the account, 
nd to fecure'the payftient* Ffmiled at his 
xadnefs, and chid him for his refcrve, 
rithout prevaiiing with iim to be lefe thrif- 
yin his cxpences. His pride kept him with- 
it what was indifpenfaWy neceffary, nor 
rould he ever confent to look on my foi*- 
une as a fund he might freely difpofe of. 

The friend who dares not difcharge his 
uiferings, or pleafures into our bofom, in-- 
bnfibly ceafes to intereft us. Mutual con- 
idence is the foul of an intimate commerce, 

. and 
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and whhoCit chat, friendfhip is a TentimcUt 
of no long duration. By degrees Nelfba 
loft himfelf in my efteem; and if I conti- 
nued to live in the fame familiarity with 
him^ it was lefs Jn confequence ofmyfirft 
regard, than from the conflderation I had 
of his fitaation. The leaft complaint, the 
..gentleft reproach, might have induced him 
to depriye himfelf of my affiftaoce,* an^ to 
.remove from the only fupport he had in 
Europe, I was accidentally informed of 
his impatience for the return of a fhip which 
bfoiight letters for him. The defire of an 
anfwery doubtlefs of a very interefting na- 
tiire, miift detain him London ; and yet, in 
confequenccjof the apparent inconfiftency 
of his cpndu£l, he would accompany me 
into Scotland.— Oh I why did he not, ftay 
behind; why did not the winds, favou^rable 
to his fchemes, bear him far from me! 
Happy ! if the feas rifmg between us— f-But 
what avail vain wiflies ? A powerful, and 
inviftble hand, feems to prepare events ; to 
guide, condudl, and force us to walk in the 
.path it chalks out before us. Feeble rea- 

fon, 
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3bn^ unavailing prudence ! is your ; power 
•«onfili(^— -tQ excite our repentance, only. 

The time when I was to experience all 
^he pain and torment that can overwhelm 
^a fenfible foul, was already fixed by fate. 
TheXeafon was advancing : my mother was 
making ready to fet out, and my heart was 
oppreiTed with forrow at the approach of the 
inftant which was to feparate me from Em- 
•ana. I, did not conc^ my grief from her; 
I endeavoured to difcover whether ihe was 
. affeded with it. An uneafy fenfation made 
.me ohftrye her looks, words, and moA iti'»> 
.difFe^nt aftions. Since my return from 
^ath, flie ^appeared no longer the fame. 
.1 fancied I obferveda kind of difference in 
Jier condu<Sl, and behaviour to me : if I had 
thought proper to complain of it, I ihould 
have been at a lofs to exprefs the nature of 
this alteration in her, but I felt it : when, my 
Aarne was fent in, though I was eX;pe£led, it 
often occafioned a furprize in her, and even 
A kind of horror : I found her more referv- 
jed, more grave and filent. Each day add- 
ed to the diftance at which her affedling gra- 
vity. 



Vlty, her too formal and cxa<£k ^>it^ 
'held me. She expreSed a friend&ip 6 
«ie, but no longer fpoke to me with ihi 
freedom of mind, or that confidents wKic 
tny regard for her^ which time^ and loi 
long intimacy (hould haVe infpiredv H* 
^es were rarely fixed on mine, and if th< 
were but for a moment, I could perceive i 
them a mixture of uneafinefs, fear^ ar 
pity,— -With what difficulty did I rcfrai 
from telling her, I love, I adore you^ The 
words were for ever on my iips ; I could or 
ly contain my tranfport, or preferve tlieea 
' pire orver my fenfes, by a fudden flight. 1<A 
■fen quitted the room on frivolous pretence 
arid returned on rcafons ftill more fo ; Mi 
Ncfby perceived my emotion, but never all 
ed me the caufe of it. How often, whc 
on the point of fpeaking, hurried on by a; 
paffion, fcizing her hand, trembling-*— Ol 
my* friend, your compofed mind can nevi 
•pkfture to itfclf the violent agitations i 
mine! Forgive me this tedious and ufele 
detail. My heart, long fince deprived i 
• the fatisfadlion of opening itfelf^ may poi 
iibly abufe the pleafure of pouring itsgrii 
a int 
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into yours. You promifed me your tender 
pity, do not refufe me your indulgence. 
What a fad tale remains to be told you ! 
Muft I recall images fo dreadful ; give^ my- 
felf up to fuch tormenting recolledions ?— — 
Allow me to break off for a while this dif- 
trefsful ftory : it plunges me anew into the 
blacked defpair, and into that dejedion of 
mind you left me in. 

Endeavour to excite the compaffion of 
Madame de Monglas in my favour, and to 
prevail with her amiable friend to pity me. 
Sh« alone can open to my mind a more 
cotifoling profped. I already had ceafed to 
form any more defires, but now to render her 
bappy, and contribute to her felicity ! Oh ! 
this is the hope which revives my deje^ed 
foul. 

Will Mademoifelle de Valiere corvfent to 
owe her felicity to me ? Will fhe not re* 
je£l the attention and wifhes of an unfor* 
tunate man ?-— Her good fenfe and noble 
Ibntiments encourage me. , Why (bould 
ibe puni(b me for the faults of chance, and 

Vol. II. F un- 
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unavoidable deftiny ? Beautiful Sophia, ' 
am fure you will not deceive my expeda 
tion; you will mix your tears with mine 
and then wipe them away; I (hall recove 
with you that calm, that peace fo long loft 
you will reftore me to my reafon, to th 
world, to myfelf, and to the delights^ 
peace. Farewel, my dear Monglas, yo* 
(hall feon receive the fequel of thofe event 
which intereft the moft tender and mo; 
fincere of your friends. 

My emotion and uneaiinefs made me ru 
over this packet too haftily, and read 
without any great attention : at prefen 
my dear, I am ftruck with it. I ! not pu 
nijb the faults of chance and nnavoidal 
dejiiny j // mix my tears with thofe of Loi 
Lindfey. He is perfonally inter ejiedy he fay 
in the beginning of his letter.— What ! ca 
the ties of blood unite me ?— ^Seducinj 
vain hope, do not miflead me. 

My Lord Lindfey*s laft cxpreffioi 
have charmed Madam de Monglas; tl 

who 
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whole evening fhe has been congratulating 
me on my being deftined to banifli from a 
tender heart, that forrowful Emma^ whoft 
remembrance Jltll affliSfs the inter ejfing^ the 
generous Lord. Oh ! I can weep with my 
I«ord Lindfey, pity him, and wi(h his tran- 
quillity ; but to comfort him, reftore him 
to his peace of mind, create his happinefsy 
and owe mine to him \ no, never, never. . 



LETTER XLIII. 

I Have juft learned by chance that M. de 
Germeuil is expected at the Count du 
Roure's towards the end of the week. He 
does not write to me ; does he mean by re- ^ 
turning thither,to fee mc; will he enquire after 
me ? I dare not fend him my letter, as feveral 
days are already paiTed, and as my firft e- 
motion can no longer juftify me in my own 
eyes.*— No, I cannot refolve on it. 

A thoufand anxieties perplex my heart. 

The fequel of Lord Lindfey's narrative 

throws me into inconceivable trouble. I 

F 2 fend 



ftnd it you ; you will judge, by rcttiifigi 
of thofe ientiments k mud: neoeflfariljr ex 
eke in my foul. 



Litter frtm Lord Ltnifej to M. de Mon^tt. 

•c 'TpHE kind reproaches of Madam d 
cc M, Monglasarc very flatteri-ng^tome. k 
*' I believe her curiofity to arife from fenfibi 
•< lity, fhemuft give me leave to attribute ht 
*' eagernefs to fee the remaining part of m 
*« manufcript to the favourable opinion ft 
** honours me with. I beg you to aflui 
^ her of my gratitude, my refpeft, and tl 
^ concern I feel for not having it as ycf i 
*' my power to yield to her obliging n 
*« queft. 

** The laft lines of my packet, you te 
•^ me, embarrafi Madamefoille de Valicr 
•• and you congratulate me on the inim 
^' Ihe begins to take in the fufferingtitf n 
** heart. To he uneafy^ and to fympath 
>* are very different fcntiments. But wl 
" thefe infinuations ? Do not bcwild 
^ your own ideas, or form any conje< 

« ture 



•♦ t«««; tbeyvould Jcad you into error, 
•* Beware, my friend, of hecoming the lUf 
** terpreter of my fentiments; they are un- 
** known to you. You cannot poflSbly dif- 
•* cover the ties which, engage me to the 
** amiable Sophia; ties dear, ftrong,. ftrong- 
^ ep a thonfand times thun thoTe «f nature 
^* OH; habits. Loue, Jiooour^ and duty ttr^r 
f* der tfaera indjiToLuble^. :. 

*< Til is language,, myfterious in appear.^ 
^< sokce^ wiii explain ifelf jn proportion a« 
^' you advance in tbe perufal of my papers. 

V jDa. ipot ^tcud your views beyond- theij 
^* Juft ti^iMs 4^^ communLpate tbep to an^ 
«< J>oily. Ob ! doubtleis I (hall ftand ii\ 
** aeed of jdcr ajJifiaMx with Mademoifellq 
^< de Valiere. , You alone can aft and ob-t 
^ tain an. important favour, a favour ar^ 
<< dentl^ dei&red* Her complajfance for 

V you gives me hopes. Oh, Monglas^ 
^ after a long tempeft, how pleafing is it 
*.* to have the view of a calm« Happy if my 
^ exp^fiation be not deceived; if your charm-. 
^ leg friend confent to reftore peace to 
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<< my heart, and to diffufe pleaAire over tb 
«* remainder of my days." 



Lord Lindfefs fecond packet. 

EVERY paffing moment brought o 
the period which was to rob mec 
the pleafure of feeing or converfing wit' 
Emma : irrefolute but gloomy and a 
SLiding ideas, fharpened all my forrowi 
Every day augmented the melancholy of m 
Ward ; yet nothing could induce me to thin 
that fny approaching journey Was the caul 
of it. I felt' myfelf greatly agitated j a fi 
cret foreboding feemed to anounce to qp 
what a fcene of afflictions that journey W2 
preparing for me. In vain I ftrove to foot 
my inward fufferings by every reafon ca 
pable of difpelling them. I was to leav 
Mifs Nefty with a friend eager to oblig 
her; I did not believe her infpired with 
predilection for any other man, nor wit 
any inclination which could alarm me. A] 
her amufements were limited to long walk 
with Helena in the environs of London 
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Solitary walks where (he was accompanied 
by no friend. She received no vifits ; her 
apartment was open to me only; my quali- 
ty of guardian entitled me to free accefs at 
every hour of the day ; 1 had no reafon to 
be jealous^ and yet I gave myfelf up to the 
flrongeft anxiety; my heart was ready to 
break at the thought of parting from her, 
without having difcovered to her my own 
fentimentsy or being a/Tured of hers. 

I could have wifhed to difpenfe with tak- 
ing leave of Mifs Nefby, but decorum would 
not allow of it. I dreaded that moment* 
Could I, on bidding her farewel, com- 
mand the emotions of my heart, or reftrain 
and conceal their violence? The evening 
before my departure, I waited on her be- 
fore the hour when (he ufually went out. I 
found her in her clofet in an undrefs, pen* 
five and dejected ; the alteration in her 
voice, the rednefs of her eyes (hewed me (he 
had been weepings and the air (he received 
roe with, informed me how much (he wifh- 
ed to conceal from my fight the too apparent 
traces of her tears. 

F + This 
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This difcovery affcfted me vciy fenifiblj. 
What, cannot all my cohftant and difin- 
terefted affiduitieis procure me Mifs Nefby's 
friendfhip, and does fhe ftill treat me like 
a ftranger-? Will you ftill conceal from m€ 
the fubjeit of your grief. Madam, faid I, 
repreiSng with difficulty my ftrong emotion, 
do you doubt my zeal and attachment f 
Whence arifes this deep forrow ? Why d6 
you ftrivc to hide it from rht ? Yoii weep. 
Madam, you weep, but do not condefcend 
to difcharge your forrows into the bofom of 
a friend 1 Have I deferyed this cruel mf» 
triift ? Do you complain of my behaviour^ 
I fliould be very ungrateful, interrupted flie, 
were I to complain of fo generous a friend. 
Referve is not always a fign of miftruft ; I 
have no fecrets the communication of which 
could afford any relief to my heart, or prove 
my gratitude to my Lord Lindfey. Aty 
own reflexions alone call forth my tears. 
And hovir can I avoid fhedding them ? Be- 
reft of my parents, and of the advantages of 
my birth; a ftranger in my own cbuntry^ 
living in the view of my father's enemies ; 
melancholy, uneafy, without rank or pro* 

tef^ion I 



td&oa ; cM/ufisd and indiftinA ideas fiU mf 
foul with lerror : the paft affli^ls ^ the fM** 
ttire cerrifies m». I cannot xcmzln in Lon- 
don } Aould the daugbteir jof a bani^ed 
man appear dpenl^ in that briUiant cky i 
Alas J wbj did my father's wUl tq)^ xfkc gif 
a retreat more fuitable to my fortune i Oh I 
ftofiild-fais and my misfortune involve you 
•— »A crud defiiny is continually endear- 
iKuuring iBy ruin } and perhaps it threatens 
you.-f««Here fee^pp^, lifting up her eye? 
i»athed in tears: * Ob God all powerful j 
cried flier do iif^, no never pei^^it thp 
•aohle, the fysnpathizing, the generous friend 
'ef my father^ to fliare the malignant io^ 
•fluenoe >af ;ibat criuel fate which pur fue3' 
•jiic... 

What an amotion did* bergeftuiies, her 
words raife -in my &>^ How I reproach- 
jedmyfelf wjth my long and painful fileno^y 
wJiicfa I thought myfelf obliged to keep. 
Xhe fotiire terxafied Emma; £mma grew 
•meafyy and meJancholyr at * being wrthoif t 
pnoSeAion; aod yet by concealing from, her 
say loy^ jny jpr^^^r' and the^Dangemenxs 
F s of 
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of her father, I myfelf made her a prey t 
thofe vain terrors. What, Madam, iaid 
to her, have you forgotten that I have fwor 
to make you happy ? That Sir Edmund hs 
made over his ri^t to me, and^ tpufted t 
me the care of your felicity ? I>ear Emm: 
banifh your appreheniions for ever, difp 
thofe gloomy aJarms jr how can you fane 
you rfelf without proreJlion, fince I am ap 
pointed the arbiter of your bappinefs ? O) 
tny own depends oa your quiety on- yoi 
peace ! Remember your father^s wiihes, m 
oaths, the moment when our hands joihc 
in his.— Great God ! what a time do you n 
trace to my memory, cried Emma* iira foi 
rowful accent ! The image of a^ dying ft 
ther ftill redoubles my fears. I incefTantl 
think I hear his threatening voice; I ima 
gine his foul hovers round me,, cofflplaini 
'i^ccufes me, and ftiH retains the power I 
draw down the vengeance of heaven on 
rebellious child; forced to break a bard, 
cruel law, I &udder whitft I thrnk that hi 
conditional bleffing to me— Tranfportec 
befide heifelf, fhe rofe, joined her hands 
and falling on her knees> pardon, cried (hi 
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all diflblved in tears. Oh, my father, par* 
^don ihy unfortunate daughter, it was her 
duty to preferve.— If too guilty in thy figKt 
ihe is unworthy thy clemency, at ,leaft 
let her be the only vidim ! Here her fighs, 
her cries, and her groans choaked her voice. 
I raifed her from the ground j (he threw her- 
.felf on a feat, and hiding, her face, wept 
bitterly. 

What various fenlations did the word* 
. and tears of Emma excite in my heart ! An 
^ emotion of trouble and pafllon made me fall 
down at her feet, feize her hands and prcfs 
them with ardour.. Oh, were your father's 
fpirit now to hover round you, faid I, it 
^ muft be in order to prevail with you to con- 
firm the ineilimable gift he deigned to make 
fne. He named me your hufband, and ap- 
. pointed me the depoTitary of his authority : 
I will ufe it, but it is only with, a view to 
calm your mind and eafe your heart. Em- 
ma, my dear Emma, my filler, my friend , 
the obj.e<Sb of my refpedt,. my veneration, 
my love, and my defues ? Pronounce my 
deftiny and your ownj fovereign miflrefs of 
F 6 jour 
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ytmr inclinatiofis and of mmc, approve ear 
ipcjcft myvowfi. . Oh, I cannot confentte^ 
k>htii'in you by the will of Sir Edmund I Be 
free. Madam-, I give you back your pro« 
^mifes, 'extorted poffibly from you in tny fit*- 
vour-; I refign all my right to yo« 5 to you 
I facrifice all my hopes ; but grant rate 
your friend(hip and confidence; vouchfafe 
to anfwer me in the fincerity of your heart, 
who occafions your alarms, whence fpring 
fuch tormenting terrors, what are thofe laws 
you have been forced to breaij what vdludfk 
fojfejjion is it you would freftrve\ why dt> 
"you call yourfelf a rebellious child? Even 
Ihould you overwhelm me with grief 
by revealing this fecret, yet fpealc, -madao!,, 
fpeak J difpcl the anxiety which your tears, 
and alarms have juft excited in my heart*. 

I cannot, no, I cannot do it, replied 
Emma in a forrowful accent. A 1>lack 
foreboding— —If I expofed only my own life 
by breaking filence, I ihould think I owed 
that facrffice to your generous friendffaip* 
Ceafe, my Lord, ceafe to prefs me ; leav^ 
my fatal fecrets to myfelf^ for ever feparsfte 

your 



(^^•9 7 

your intcreft* from mine: bred fat from ffttr 
•world, in the lap of mifery, I am not fate*: » 
to nrake yoa liappy. Forget an unfortunate:' 
woman, too fenfible of you^c kindnefs not. 
to blufli at appearing ungrateful ; allow mt 
to dijfengage yon from all the cares wbrch. 
my father prefumed to lay upon you ; per* 
mit me to qtiit a hoafe, where too much, 
'fylendour furroands me; a p]a7n dwelling,. 
and an obfcure retreat are more faitable tb>. 
my fortune^ It is in obfcurity and foli- 
tudethat I mtift feek that peace wluch yoih 
wifli me ta cnjoy^ 

TThcfe word^ of Emma^ fuch ftrange zMl 
unlooked for propofels,. pierced my heart 

"with a tboufand pangs. She confefled a fe-^ 
cret, and refufed totruft me with h:. She 
was afraid of appearing ungrateful ; my af- 

'fiduities conftrained' her; ihe wifted. to* 
withdraw hcrfelf from them: I colleftedi 
feveral* circumihmces> into one view^ I re- 

'Itaembered her reki&ancie to.quitBeauford,. 
tfcc article in the wHl, which excluded every 
l»an bvm out of Great Britain: doubtflds 
when jbe foliowcd me into England, fte^ 

left 
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Jeft Ame beloved objie£l in Carolina, But 
kowcame fhe to appear to dread the tbreau 
and curfes of her father i Could the choice 
of fo fenfible a young woman diipleafe her 
parents to that degree as to be pofitlvely r&- 
je£led i Torn by thefe perplexing reflec* 
tions, I fixed my eyes on Mifs Ne(by j how 
her looks moved me ! Affieded, melted, and 
animated with the defire of drying up her 
tears, I could not help crying out, feparate 
.your intereft from mine, who, I,. Madam.! 
iaidi to her. Oh^ this is the only facrifice 
I cannot make you. Difpofe of my fortune, 
my liberty, my life; lay any commands 
upon me;: ever ready to fubmit,. I fwcar at 
your feet to complete all youf wiflies, to 
obey your wiii. Securely, Madam, fe^ 
curely confide in my honour ; it is a lender,. 
Cncere, an ardent friend who prefles, nay 
, conjures yoa to lay open your heart to him. 
Are you engaged ? Do you lament the lob 
. of a dear lover ? Muft I reftore you to that 
happy man ? Crofs the (eas to lofe y.ou for 
. ever i Oh I will condudi; you back to thofe 
lamented (hores, and on parting from you 
will bedew them with my tears ^ but £mma^ 

my 
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mj de^r Efnaia, (ball fixed no more^ an(f 
her happinefs (hall comfort me for the e^ 
ternal lofs of my. own. 

The lovely girt fighed, and cafting a ti- 
mid look on me, fixed her eyes on the 
ground, bluihed, hefitated, and attempted 
to fpeak : then looking at me again, in a 
low trembling voice, I lament not the ah- 
fence of a loyer^ faid ihe, it Is not a lover 
who makes my tears to flow ; happinefs does^ 
.Bbt await roe in thofe countries where my 
liather has forbid me to live^ but in them. I 
could at kaft get rid of fome part of my 
terrors. I fliould live alone under the weight 
4>f thofe dreadful impreciations called down 
on my bead: and ihould never fear theiir 
extending to the only objeds of aU my a£- 
fe^Ionfr^ 

And who then. Madam, wha arq thoTc 
objects of fo tender an anxiety ? faid I, wiUv 
inconceivable confufion ^ there are then- 
exifting ebje^S: of your ajfe£H$nsi name them 
to me, they (hall become the objeds of mine 
Ukewife^ Every thing you take an. imereft 
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Wj every thing that you lave^ may become 
fear to me. She appeared to waver ; I fair 
her perplexity and emotion. .1 redoubled my 
entreaties ; (he yielded : I wa& on the point 
of learning the fecrcts of! her foul, when a 
number of voices were heard. I rofe uf^ 
precipitately ; Mifi Nefby withdrew fer- 
ther from me in extreme €Oiifunoii ; the 
door opened, when Helena came in, aoA 
introduced Mrs. Howard and Nelfon^ 

On what flcnder circumfencea does the* 
fate of wretched mortak depend .'Fatal inter^ 
ruption ! One inihrntmoreJiad difclofedtfae. 
lecrets of a heart fo long concealed^ and pre- 

* vented all the mifchicfs which MUs Ncfbyj 
dreaded. Her fears would have vaniihed 
rmmedrately on. her, difcovepifrg their -caufe,. 
and (he would have found in her paffionater 
k)ver, a tenderand indulgent friend.. Deai^' 
Ennna you had flill livedo your, happy huf- 
band, had fecn all his rights confirmed by- 

' my confent y the remeinhrance of me bad' 
been engraven in your memory, j your plea- 
fures and your happinefs would Jiave ftr 
ever lecaUed mj idea toyQu— -^la^ ! fteU 
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ab inore. Vain compJaints ! vain forro\r F 
^— May flid, at leaft, who retraces to-, md 
b alFeding an image, relent in my favour, 
md think me fulEciently pimiQied.— -Oh 
Ifou, who ofwe the tribnte of your tears td 
he unfortimate woman whofe fad fate calls 
ht mine, condefccrid to pity me, and la- 
ncnt her with me. From the grave flref 
ends yvfu a father— 'Qh, I feel all the fweet 
he tender alFefHbn of one ; let me enjoy 
he title; and I wrH difcfadrge aH its dnties. 
'.' fwear by Emma, by her ever reverend 
fees, by the iaimbrtal fentirtient wbi6h fit-* 
iches me to her memory^ wliich renders it 
ver dear, ever adored ! 

That day, the laft of my tranquHlrty^' 
ad beien fixed on by the Princefs of Walef 
3 vtfit a cabinet of natural ciiriofities,. 
rhicb Lady Lindfey made her whole de- 
ght, and the objefl: of an anmfing ftady^. 
was fent for by her. Ndfon acquainted. 
le with it, adding, that (he would be very 
neafy if the Princefs arrived before me. 
le pronounced thefe few words in fo low a. 
oice, that I could with, difficulty hear 

then^ 



( "4 > 

them. 'Too much engaged with my oWB 
car^s, to obferve his^ I went to beg him to 
return to Lady Lindfey^s, to acquaint her 
he had not found me^ when I was ftrucic 
with his extreme paleneds ; I faw him dag- 
ger, look for fomewhat to lean againft, 
and fall on a fopha, where he lay without 
ftrength or knowledge. Mif^ Nefby ibriek- 
ed out, and Mrs. Howard and I ran to af- 
fifl him : he foon came to himfelf, feemed 
vexed at the accident, attributed his weakp 
nefs to the fmell of the flowers in the cIo<- 
fet, whicb^ he faid, always made him 
faint away : we went into another room* 
I wifhed to find myfelf alone again with 
Emma; but Mrs. Howard's calling for 
tea, and feeming not difpofed to quitMifs 
Neiby the remaining part of the mornings 
I took my leave of both; determined how- 
ever not to fet off without an explanation 
fo neceflary to my repofe. I acquainted He- 
lena, as 1 was going out, with my inten* 
tion to return in the evenings and defired 
her to prevail with her miftrefs to meet me 
in her apartment. I obferved an air of pity 
on the girl's countenance ;. hen melancholy 

look& 
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looks redoubled the affliction of my heart ^ 
the feemed to withhold the. tears that flood 
ready to trickle, and I heard her fetch a deep 
figh the inftant I quitted her. 

With what perplexity of mind did I af- 
fift my mother in receiving the Princefs ^ 
with what impatience did I difcharge thi» 
indifpenfable duty }. how long did the day 
appear ; how did I wifh it to end ! How« 
ever, at laft I found myfelf at liberty ; I 
ran» I flew where . anxiety, fear, and a 
thoufand confufed fentiments called me. 
When r was ready to enter Mifs Nefljy's 
apartment, a. violent palpitation of heart 
flackened my pace : I approached her door 
trembling, I knocked, no anfwer was made; 
I knocked louder and the door was opened ; 
it was Mrs. Howard who appeared ; fhe 
came out of the room, made me a fign to be 
filent, carried me into another room^ and 
informed me that Mifs Nefl)y was ill, that 
ihe bad been jiift put to bed, was v/ry 
weak, and flood in need of reft. Vexed at 
this crofs accident, I infifted on feeing her» 
and. fpeaking to her but for one moment^ 

my 
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wiiffneni objefted,. deceocyafid dv^datogei 
cf difturbing -Majfe iittby*s Haepf ^nj^hidl; 
was fo necdBuy. Being forced' tb oomplyi, 
I recommended iser to . due (bare and afiiduttf 
of Mrs. Howard* I withdrew,, filled with. 
kiexpreiBble B£Bi£Hon. ' I found m^elf 
pbliged to fbt ofF^ not only with the axncent 
•r not feeing Eminft, bm^ likewife with the 
grief jcf leavh^. her i}l^ suii of hauing. 
poffibiy been the occsfian ^of faer difiRxfei^ 
by obftinately infiftingiw. teiiriJigirQin. bit 
Ibis fecret^ bvr heart. 

My tinealinefr kept : me^pvake. tile mkott 
ttigfat. In the nornidbg/aj Qtte ..iTMe 
Helena^ calmed my anxiety ^ ihe aflbicd' m6 
that the accident of her mifbeis would b» 
attended with no bad confequences i thai 
M long and quitt Jleef ■ had jufl rsftofti' hm 
bialih and Jirength. This comfbrdiig note 
ffiit me in a condition to fet out on mf 
journey with leTs uneafinefs. Alas I I did 
not forefee either Emma'is deftiny or myr 
•wn: the irrevocable dooin was alreadf 
pronounced againft me I I was never to fee 
her more^ never to hear the dear accents of 

her 



( M7 ) 
%cr voice ; feparated for ev^r from her, that 
Jovety, that unfortimate girl was never more 
to excite*, in iny foul, any hiH" the lAoft pain- 
ful fenfations, tykter recolkAioiiS) and 
•cndlefe regret.- 

'The firft days after our arrtiral at Edin* 
burgh aiifwered the expedlation of thofc 
ivho had pr^icribed that journey to ihy irio- 
^her. She feemed a great deal helter. Thii 
happy e(Fe6b of the change of air gave me 
joy, but that was of (hort duration : foori 
my hopes vaniflicd, ^nd- every tb>ng con- 
jpired- to augment my fuffcrings* 

I received feveral letters from Mifi 
Ne(by ; the weak melancholy condition' fh^ 
found her felf in, would not allow he, (h^ 
fatd, to enter into the particuhirs I aiked of 
her. Mrs. Howard's letters likcwife con- 
firmed the account of the weafcnefe flie com- 
plained of ; they threw me'kito vague ap- 
prehenfions ; her guarded and even my- 
fterious expreffions feemed to prepare me fot 
eclsrirciflements, and to forbode a moft fatal 
difcorcry. Her filence, during feveral pofts; 

filled 
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tilltd me with the moft dreadful fears. 
What was my furprize on receiving an ex- 
planation fo long expeded ? In what a fi- 
tuation did they defcribe Mifs Nefby ? How 
was I grieved to fee her fink i;ito a ftate of 
melancholy capable of raifing in me fuch 
ftrange fufpicions. 

<^ I was always unwilling to entertain an 
'* idea, Mrs. Howard tvrote me^ which the 
<< condudl and actions of this young perfon 
" gave me of her ; but my laft obfervations 
** have forced me to adopt it. Shall I tell 
*' you, my friend ? Forfome months paft her 
*' reafon feems impaired. Filled with fan- 
«* taftic obje<Sls, her imagination delivers 
** her over to terrors which mark the dif- 
** traftion of her mind. Sometimes mo- 
** tionlefs, plunged into gloomy medita- 
** tion, Ihe recovers herfelf all trembling ; 
** then appears furprifed, aftonifhed, and full 
** of terror. At other times, fhrieks and 
*' exclamations of forrow burft from her. 
** She throws herfelf on the ground, weeps, 
'* prays, and implores the affiftance ef hea* 
*' ven. Often ihe calls on her father, a(ks 
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*' Wm pardon, conjures him to relcafcfccr 
^' from her oath, and to deliver her from 
" the weight of the curfes which hang over 
'^ her head. She is already punifhed, ihe 
** fays, rigoroufly puniihed ! One of my 
^' maids, who was ordered to take care of 
^^ her while Helena was ill, heard her 
** moaning the whole night j in the day 
** flic faw her writing, clofe her letter, 
^* break it open again, tear it weeping, then 
** refume her pen, begin to write again, and 
<^ then tear a fecond time what flie had 
** juft written. She is never calm, never 
** at eafe : all my entreaties, friendfliip, and 
*^ carefTes, cannot prevail on her to quit 
** her apartment. Since-your departure flie 
^< has never been out of it. My affiduities 
•* are irkfome to her ; flie conjures me to 
** give myfelf no concern about her ; flie is 
^ afraid of making me melancholy ; flie 
*^ wiflies flie were no more, that flie had 
" never been 5 flie defires to conceal her- 
*• fdf from every body—Engaging, un-f 
** happy girl ! How am I moved at her 
*« fituation. At her age, fo deep ^ grief, 
^< fach flroug impreffions ! And who can oc* 

- •* cafion 



f no ) 

^ cafion this ? Has ibe met with any afflic* 
'** tionslately? Nofuchthing^; every circum* 
*^ ftance confirms me in the opinion which 
^^ I have . embraced after much thoughti 
*^ and makes me fufpe£): a bewildered intei* 
"** le<Sl in this charming creature. If, how- 
^' ever, you are acquainted with a|iy cauiii 
•* of her fears, if you know whence her a» 
f* Urms proceed, you will oblige me ex* 
^' tremely to communicate them. Indeed 
«< Mifs Neiby affiias, afflids me v^ f^n- 
« fibly.'' 

I ran over this letter in an agony which 
every line redoubled 5 I read it over ani 
over an hundred times. I did not adopt the 
notions of Mrs. Howard, for I made nodoubc 
of her being miflaken. Can. perfons at 
their eafe, whofe whole compaiSon is ex« 
ercifed on objects foreign to their heart, cm 
they conceive the effects of a deep and pun« 
gent forrow ? Or can one foul determine 
the degree of feuiibility in another foul ? I 
did not imagine my Ward's rcafon impaired, 
and yet her fituation made me weep. The 
image of Emma, baikhed in tears, foliury^ 
4 affiided, 
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iflliSed, terrified with cruel reflexions', and 
by fecret apprfchcnfiofts prefcnted itfclf con- 
tinually to my mind : pierced with her for- 
poWs) ariii devoured by my own ; torniented, 
notwithftanding all my endeavours, with a 
jealous anxiety, my fituation appeared fo 
Eei-rible that I Was aftonilhed how I could 
(bpport It. Alas, I was rgnorant, at that 
time, how much more afflifiing it would' 
foon* become. 

My letters^ which were the tenderefl: ima- 
ginable; my preffing entreaties and ardent 
prayer^, my repeated vows to conform in 
every thing to her pleafure,- to complete all^ 
her wifties, gained me, it rs true, from Mifs 
Ncfl^, aflurances of her efteem, friendfhip, 
and gratitude, but not one mark of her con- 
fidence ! She had ho fecrets, fhe faid, of 
any importance for me to know, at leaft at 
pj^efent; (he would one day unverl to me the 
motives of a filence, which weighty and very 
dear concerns exaAed of her at prefent ; 
think fto longer, (he repeated to me, of an 
unfortunate woihanj add not to my torments' 
tke Tad certail^y of having difturbed the' 
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happincfs of a friend, whofe goednefs ni 
virtues fhzll always live in. my heart. 

How much did I regret being at fuch a 
diflance from her, after the promife ilui 
made to open her heart to me ! Had it beea 
poOible for me to go to London, with w^tf 
fwiftnefs would . I have flown to her ; bui; 
the ftate of Lady Lindfey's health did not 
permit me fo much as to defire to leave her fiir. 
one moment, Nelfon never quitted mc; 
his affiduities to my mother were tender, 
his care very affedlionate 5 he fpent whole 
days in her apartment ; he was anxious like 
me, he grieved with me, a^d often wc 
mingled our tears. Thefe. proofs of his 
fenfibility, and of a real attachment^ re-, 
vived my former affeiEiion, and gave new 
life to that friendfhip which the oddity of 
his charadler had cooled without extingiiiib- 
ing. In one of thofe hours, therefore^ 
when his heart fympathifed In my fatdnefsi 
and when mine felt a need of opening it- 
f(^lf, I communicated the fecret of my love 
tp him, my apprehenfions, my ftate of un- 
ceitainty» ^ith all the circui;a.ftance8 that. 
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fide my paffion (o tormenting, and my . 
bfence from her (o cruel and unfupport- 
ble. 

His emotion whilft he heard me, the va- 
o'u's changes in his countenance, and the 
rfible marks o( his pity, convinced me of the 
bncern he took in my fituation, and in 
lit of Emma. He read over Mrs, How- 
rds letters, feveral times : he pitied Mifs 
rcKby, and me ftill more. And yet he 
3u]d hot conceive how I could love a per- 
ih with fo much ardour, whofe behaviour 
!emed to give me no hopes of a return : 
lat doubtlefs Mifs Nefty had fhewn me 
rfs indifference at Carolina j he engaged 
Mf to relate to him all that had paflcd during 
ly' flay at Beauford ; he was never weary 
'ith hearing me dwell on fuch uniform 
articiilars ; but far from encouraging me ia 
opes, which I took a pleafure in enter- 
unirig, he laid before me all the reafons 
apable of extingui/hingmy love, and mak« 
ig me renounce my fchemes. To unite 
lyrelf with Mifs Nefby would, he faid, 
tSrivc the hatred of her father's lenemies, 
G 2 and 
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and provoke their anger againft me : wouU 
they fuffer patiently that Sir Edmund's 
daughter (hould obtain the preference be- 
fore an heirefs of their family ? That, be- 
ing enraged at this alliance, they would 
rdifc up powerful obftacles to my advance- 
ment, and poflibly might be able to flop 
me in the brilliant career which ray birth, 
fortune, and perfonal qualities opened be- 
fore me. I could anfwer nothing to ob- 
jeftions whofe force I felt without being in- 
fluenced by them. Ambition and Iov£ rare- 
ly dwell together in the fame hearty and 
mine rejefted every thing which feparated 
me from Emma. 

The moft alarming fymptoms gave war- 
ning of Lady Lindfey's approaching end. 
The radical heat which kept up life preyed 
upon itfelf. Every moment threatened me 
with an irreparable lofs. Every other aflUc- 
tion gave way to the afFc^ing fight which a 
dying mother prefented to my view ; her 
condition took up all my thoughts, when a 
letter from Mrs. Howard added new ftings 
to my forrow, by acquainting me with a 

piece 
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piece of news as afflidliiig as it was iinex^ 
pe<^ed. Mifs Nefby was no longer at that 
Lady's ; (he had juft quitted her houfe, and 
the town, in order to refide in the country. 

' •' Without acquainting me with her de- 

" fign, fays my friend, without faying a 

'" word of It till the very minute flie 

•* was getting ready to leave my houfe, 

'«• Mifs Nefby has juft quitted a family 

•• where eyery one ftrove to ferve ?ind pleafe 

'< her» She is moved into a neat fariD 

■<* houfe, about five Miles from London, 

'«* whither I conduced her myfelf. She 

« lodges in a fmall apartment detached 

•• from the main body of the houfe. A 

*< thick tufted grove ihades this plain dwel- 

^* ing, and a living ftream keeps up its 

«< verdure and adorns the rural fcene. The 

*^ ftrongeft remonfirances I could make on 

•• the inconveniences of fuch a folitude ; 

** my offer to carry her into the country to 

•* the feat of one of my relations, with all 

** my endearing careffes j nothing could 

«* prevail on this ftrange young woman i 

•* fhe infifts on living alone ; her languiih- 

G 3 " log 
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'^ ing condition ; tbe melancholy ihe miift 
** infpire, engage her, fte fyj.Sy to fly from 
** the world, and not tire out> with h^ 
** deje<£lion, and fournefs of humour, the 
*' few friends who are condefceod ing enough 
*' to intereft themfelves about her." 

What fears did this inconiiderate fl:epei^« 
cite in my foul ? So young, fo beautifn^ 
of fo diftinguifhed, fo remarkable a ^- 
gure, without protection, and without ifr 
fence ; expofed to the bold and profit* 
gate attacks of a number of vicious^ fu^ ' 
tie, daring men, always ready ta ipre^ji 
their nets for innocence. The mode^ fyqg^ 
plicity of her thought^ concealed thofe daa.r 
gers from her whfch I fhuddered to tbii)|p 
of. Nelfon was as much alarmed at it af 
myfelf. And why does fh.e treat me wit|^ 
fo little confidence, faid I; why did (he nof 
communipate to me her. defire of living ig 
the country ? Before I fet out, I woul^ 
have conveyed her to one of my feats : thcrp 
■fhe would have had women to attend. on her, 
and old trufly fervants who would hav^ 
Watched over her fafety. Alone, with 9 
girl oif the age of Helena, both of then> 

ftrangers. 
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ftranger9> without any acquaintance with 
the mantoera afid libertine behaviour of the 
iflhabiijenvt^ ef ihe cietpttal ; five miles from 
London! 'Sunt>tinded by people who havd 
no inducement t9 efpoufe het intereft^ or to 
M>ub];e tb€ttfelv«8 ahout her! In what ant 
Mlhicky t«n€ do thcfe tormenting appre-* 
heilfiMs' attack me ! When 'I cannot fly 
fDiflfe affifta#Ge'of Emnta^ and fave her from* 
^iikgdt. tH^tuete tlioughts of which ^htrtt 
M ntf ftnfes'k Gttzt Qotf, iFI were to 
bfo beiS Jf- fte were* ftv He torn from m^,* 
ud' if I wefe never, ncfv^ tb fee Emttoaf 
more ! 

. li^d^i woufiP to'^ Hcfavw Sir' EdttiimdV 
Jbighter Bald-' ji^ei*^ been' fetti hf jo'ttf 
l¥»8at» fafUlity led you" fb fv f/om your* 
o wm tr y to form this* unlucky connexion ?- 
And' what powerful- tic binds you?' 'Is it^ 
paBiBh- that fey violent^ a paffion could rt^- 
mainf fo long- concealed ? What! wasr Mifi* 
Nefby never acquainted*, with your fenti-- 
ments 5 did fhe nev.er give you hopes, how 
ii^'that'credibJir? No^ your heart has not 
G. 4, intirely 



( "8 ) 

intirely difclofed itfelf ; Emma, pleaded wttli 
your ^iuduity, muft have formerlj. difcQ- 
vered her feniibility, or at kaft feefne4 diit 
pofed-— "Without troubling yourjTelf about 
thefe fruitlefs enxjuiries, faid I, bear, witl 
my wcaknefs, comply with my defires ;. i 
>s not enough to pity me; if I am dear ft 
you, ferve me on this interefting pccafioQ; 
hai^e, my friend, fly to London,. joiQ .wid 
Mrs. Howard in your endeavours to drM 
Emma from a retreat fo unfuitable, fo -ttft 
fafe, I ihall be for ever ij^debted tp you.4 
you prevail on her to oblige me this oass 
this only time. i* : 

.SurprUe, emotion, andxspnfufion wer^fr 
tqrns pai/Ued on Nelfon's fycc. PrevaQ .m 
ber to oblige you, faid he, whp 1 1 All 
fetching a deep figh caft his, eyes on th 
ground,, and funk into a deep thoughtful 
nefs. His trouble and his filence aftonifhf 
nie« W^at, iaid J,, do you hefitate to d 
me this feryice? Is this requeft too muc 
fpr your friendfliip ? 

Why cannot I convince you of it at th 

expenc 
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fxpenceof my life ; of that fricndfliip which 
you feem to doubt, cried he with paffion : 
yes, I would wilh with the price of my 
Mood, to give you the fincereft marks of 
my zeal and gratitude : if you knew what 
fenfations opprefs my foul—With what re- . 
gret— -Oh, Lindfey, to quit, to leave you in 
fi> melanclioly a fuuation — Your fufferings- 
have fharpened all mine; they afflic):, and 
overwhelm me, I cannot fupport the bit- 
ternefs with which they fting my heart ! So 
£iying, he withdrew a little from me, and 
leaning on the back of a chair,^ good God, 
good God,, repeated he in accents choaked 
with grief, what (hall I do ! And fixing on 
me his eyes bathed in tears, why cannot 
you read the fecrcts of my inmoft foul, faid 
he, why have I not the power to explain to 
you all that diflrads- me ! 

Grcatfy moved with fo tender an affedion^, 
and with, the motive which kept him back,. 
I ran to him, and prei&ng httn tq- my bo- 
ibm, conjured him to moderate the emo*- 
tions with which I felt myfeJf too ftrongly 
s^Ci^ed. Oh' my friend, my generous 
G 5 friend. 
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friend, faid he, embracing the with ardour, 
if you would— if you could— ^That npble 
heart of yours, is it incapable^ of a ftrong 
eftbrt ? Mine groans with that paffion w^ich ' 
hurries you along : ceafe to ernploy your 
thoughts on a girl from, whom every , 
motive muft keep you at a diftance ; give . 
way to her defires, leave to herfelf the care, 
of her deiliny; dread thb misfortunes which 
purfue. her and her fainily — — Some 
dark omen makes me tremble-— She herfeljF 
urges you to forget her, flie herfelf dreads 
•—For heaven's fake do not perfift any . 
longer— —Is it poflible, faid I, interrupting' 
him, that you fhould take fo little concern 
~in the fate of that charming creature ? How 
can you advife me to abandon her, and to 
betray the truft repbfed in me by her fa- 
ther ? Why do you oppofe k paffion which ^ 
is become the habitual fentiment of my 
heart ? Forget Mifa Nefby ! I cannpt wiib 
to defire it ! But we lofe precious mo- 
ments in this fruitiefs difpute : Oh j if any 
accident fhould force us to repent their lofs! 
I cannot fupport the idea of the dangers to 
which the fmalleft delay expofes Eptima. 

Do 



^ yotr IKrHK* ttf f&ve'ni^,* do ybii wifli" to* 
atquireran'c^rfaftmg tftlen6 irty gratitude ? ' 
Sfct'out) but fitout' this momfentj eV^rjr' 
iiiftaat' thiittam' oti, heightens my anxiety * 

WcH,^. your' wiifa%» * ffiitf * be" complied "• 
with, I will gd; replied' NelfbnV fiiice it 
nmft' be- fo. If I hefitated, your inter^ft, 
and LadyUindfey'^ fituation could alone 
oCcafion^4xry indecifibn. What a ' lofs you " 
awlikdy'tohavei Hor^rwilPyou fapporc* 
yiJurfelf !— i-DearLindfey, amidft^the^tof- 
mcntr-and^'thb-'afflfftJoTrs-whfch'wHl fooh ' 
rend your generous breaft, call to mind the 
tctrr i fhed &t this moment. If my jdaf- 
neyfhOuld not anfwer7our expeftatioh ; if' 
ycm flibuid febt. ne^r forrows', lay the blame ' 
oit* chsmce and a ' cilid ' dcftiny ; btf t never; 
never -on a wreteh'who ' lam^ts in " yOuJr ' 
arms-his iriaWlity to procure "yourhappi- 
nefr"! ♦ 

How ■ came' it* thit "Nfelfoh'tf * extfferfie" 
cotoipsrffiiEnr for me, hiSr brtrfceh expreflibhs,' 
aird faisfearrdidnotmakemerfufpeAtbefad 
G 6. truth:? 
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truth? Did he not feem. to bid me an e* 
t^rnal farewel^ and to give me to underftand 
that his journey would occafipn me tnany a 
pang? That Mifs Nefby was preparing to 
Aab me to the foul ! Why, Monglas, why 
did I not underftand him ! But having 
long been accuftomed to the warmth of his 
exprefllons, and to the vehemence of his 
tranfports, and being myfelf anxious and in a- 
gitation, I difcovered nothing in his words but 
his regret on quitting me, too ftrong, per<-^ 
haps, for the occafion; and the mere fear of 
not fucceeding in a negotiation to which 
my paffion annexed fo much Importance. . 

More fenfible of the friendfliip of Nelfbn^ 
than attentive to his motions^ I afTured him 
I fhould never be fo unjuft as to charge hin 
with the want of fuccefs in a meafure which 
my entreaties and his complaifance had en.* 
gaged him in. He grew more compofed : I 
began to explain to him my intentions^ and 
the plan I had laid for Mifs Neiby's happi- 
nefs and fafety. I -had a feat near Wind- 
for, moft delightfully fituated* If my ward 
felt any reluctance to return to Mrs. How- 

ard'ty 
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uxi%:l MiShei her to retire to this ehthicM^ 
ing folitiide. An order from my hand, 
^iieould be fufficient to make ber abfolute 
n^iftrefi^ of it. And I intended likewii^ that . 
ihe.ihould at the fame time become miftreb 
of her. fortune* 

.The evening before my departure I car- 
ried Mifs Nefby twelve thoufand pounds ir^ 
bsink notes, with an ideal account, the ar- 
ticles whereof were calculated to conceal 
from her knowledge the fmatl fum. I prew 
fiuned. to add to her patrimony^. Her af» 
fli£lion and her tears made me forget every' 
thing in the morning ^and her accident did^ 
not permit me to fee her in the evening. I 
gave thefe bank notes, to. Nelfon. You wilt 
deliver them to Mifs Nefby, faid^ I, an^ 
from this moment I declare her indepen^ 
dent: let her na longer confider me as tke- 
depofitary of Sir Edmund's authority^ ; I di** 
veft myfelf of my right to controul her in- 
clinations, or ta puni(h her difobedience :* 
it is do longer her guardian, it is- her friend' 
who jTolicLts her favour: for the obtaining 
it, I rely on her goodnefs; reafon and 

prudence 
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If :fl)c .confcnt ta jretirc.to my houib^ I VHl » ^ 
give jipr ev^ry proo£of my. 'gratitude ihe>casr' ^ 
pei&bly require of. me. Say . no more to hcr^ ^* 

n^ 4$^ N^lfoRy . neither nMntiocuto hemif^ 
paflion nor my hopes. She knows ^her fa-^- 
ther's arrangements^ ^nd the ardour of my 
defires ; at liberty as to her conduct and fen- 
tipicjiit^). Hie muft pronounce on.mydeftiny^ 
and. I fi^ba^it my&lf to the generoltty of her ^ 

h^rt« 



Nelfpn took tba papers^ I ]gaye4i>m,« ra»- 
©vter the articles' of the account of^my^hi*- 
ceipty and laying it on the .table ^withi the ' 
bank notes,, neither does this-fum belong; to^ 
Mifs, Nefby, faid he^ nor fuppoisng. it did,; 
oiight you io ^act with it*. Have you for— >' 
gQtt^ th^ conditions of Jiec father -8 will i 
If; ihe does- not comply with them. Lady" 
WaUeirS: ma,y demand of you. the inhex^kance* 
of.her-rel^tiom and claim the money lac* 
tually . di^pofit^ I in : your handei . Wliac * 
trijBjes, aniwQfiecl I^- make you uneafy ? Did^* 
I not fear to offend Mifs Neiby, half tofr 
foi^tune ihpuld baVjfi been applied .in the fa Aie.-^ 

manner 
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n^anner w^tb tha^ trifling. fum. No cpnfi-^, 
deration (hould witb-hold me: Oh, but if 
f^e fhoul4 no; fulfil tbefe conditions; if hcc. 
heart and hand be the por^ioa of . another^ ^ 
v^at fignify all the riches.in the world, ta- 
me? 

_ I fliall fay no naorer replied Nelfon,. with. 
a dejeded look* He then rofe^ rung, or* 
dered a poft chaife and horfes;. and. w^ile- 
he was bufy in preparing biryifelffbr his jour- 
ney, I wrote letters to Mrs* Howard, tc^ 
Mils Nefby, and to the^houfe-rkeepera^ my , 
feat» Nelfpn came back ^ I fealed my let*. ' 
ters ; word wai^ brought that the poft^chaife 
was ready: we embraced feveral times.. 
With what grief do I q^uit you, my dear 
Lind fey, repeated, he,. wl>ajt cruel emotions^ 
d^es this moment^, this feparation exgitorr. 
within me ! May heaven w^tcb over the life:,- 
of my noble friend ; be his comfort ;. ihowftc . 
down on hip) its moft benign influence y load'-, 
him. with every blefl[ifig*^-^Here-his .tei|r$^.. 
choaked his voice ;. he. forced himfel^ fro«A.; . 
my arms, threw himfeljf out. rof the rpo^^^ 
laA. down I^rs,,, aj^ Jepg||duUo hi^..P9^-r . 

€haifo» 
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chaHr* I heard him fet off in a kind of 
agony ; I was aitoniflied at his extreme 
trouble : but this was not the firft time that 
this pafHonate temper had given me fur- 
prize, and my own fenfations did not allow 
me to reflect: on his. 

The time requifite for Nelfon'ls journey 
pafi^d over without either diminifliing or 
ehcreafing my anxiety r I counted the hours 
and the moments ; 1 waited impatiently for 
the day which was to bring me news from 
London. That day came and pafTedaway ; 
but I received no letters from the only per- 
fons I wiflied to hear from with fo mucE 
ardour.. 

Delivered over to the torment of a lin- 
gering cxpeflation, every poft- day redoubled- 
my trduble and alarms. I had no news ci--' 
ther from Mrs. Howard, Mifs Nefby, or 
Nelfon r Why fhould all three keep this 
alarming filence i What event did' my 
friends then conceal from me. Unable to 
fupport this ftate of trouble and uncertainty,.* 
I fent an exprefs to London : his return o- 

vervvhelmed' 
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verwhelmedmc with grief. Mrs. HowarcT, 
who had b^A dangeroufly ill for near 3 
months i^ststhen beginning to recover, but 
QOt withoot.fcMne appreheniions of a relapfe : 
Nelfon wa^ not to be foand, either at her 
houfeor mine; Mifs Nefbyhad lately quit- 
ted her abode, and nobody at the farm* 
houfe knew whither' fhe had retired » 

I That Imoment in which^tbts fad intelli^ 
gence was brought roe, I may look on at 
thebittereft in all my life. While I was 
attending to tuy meflenger'a ftory, the pierc-^ 
,mg ifatvieksofLady'liindfe/s women brought 
i|l< back to her disunber: rwbat a figbt Was: 
there awaiting mel I heard my'mother^ro-^ 
nouiice my name:—- *Oh, I think I ftill hear 
l^e feeble and moving accents of her voice { 
She held out her. armei to me— Let us quick-' 
ly pafs over this affli(^ing reinembrance.; 
O my mother, my afFeiiionate, my revered 
mother ! What, bitternefs muft have tJx>u« 
bled the peace of your laft moments, could: 
you have forefcen that the tranquillity, hap- 
p^inefs, and all the hopes of your fon were to. 
h# forever loft when you was-*-«>I loft her, 

Mooglas^ 
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JAongh^y &xe expired in in]ranxis.«>«»K<nr 
comes it that fufferinga fo «xqiiifitely feit^ 
io not tear tm pieces dus; &atl macbiae; 
which iliklu beneath iqi4€bweak8P^ ttom 
was I able tof o^ft !»-^But, being con- 
dcmnedf to fufier fbr a long time^ I was- to 
find affli^on in every o^e6^ that: was- dettf 
to me. . Tm. ha robbed . of a. miftnsfa wbo» 
I adored^ and^ to complete my horrors, to 
gimwlith. tnyj oivh! arm. the. filial womhi 
whidi vaato.ptfliroe b«r hm^'l 

Soi foM aft i bad posfiann^ the hUbM 
«£|cM .o£ aifiatii anft of a^firioBdy asid>dtpt^ 
fitad .the nfeor^'^ remaTna^of mj molbttf htf 
tte^meyaultrwHenrreft tte^aftffibfwf'ali^ 

ibiod;; filled with^jtbe mM' gloomy ideas^ t 
madh hafte to- quirEdinbuPglh aind toqfe 
tbr road: ta^LiDndon* 

What tormenting thoughts^ accompanii^ 
abe fad c^ertainty of having loft^ all tracer- ofi 
Mifs; Ncfbyl Oh, why did fho conceal: 
from me her meafures, her retreat, and hen 
d^gn^i Gould/ tbe-avowtal oS^ my* poffion* 

make 
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Qiafcct hf^r .f^r and ibun me I Did f^e-ha^e 
QieJ What was become of* Nelfpn, why 
di^. he Leave me igpQjrant of th^ (ucqefs of 
j^i;, en()esyi(Qurs ? •^fter th^ qioft exa6i en- 
qiiify I foi^nd that» ^nqe bjs depaxturcy up 
bpd)r had been deta^oqd oixthe road by any 
^jctyi^^int. St)metin}e$^ m^txx I recol)<^efl: 
his capricious temper^ the e^^r^me-fi^g^- 
larity of bis anions and behaviour, I ima < 
^^ci4^ he^ vf^^ Qipl^^i an4.g9pe,i4^ipad, 

d^(^i:mined him to reti^ri^ tfx his nati\;e 
'^n^i^bm Y,9ul4heljjaK^<]mittcd ^nft. 

4iiffR^ ^l' W^/"^ l^^ftb. i!?v¥M& »H»»A J^ 
i^jfaf l^fof;e bi«j afxivalj 19, ]^aa*?rb. cp^rf^ 
Miflwfr hfi; found n§^- hcju^jO^ ^9*4* Ije^ 
QQt hayf gpne to l^ns*. Hftwar^d^^ ^nclllf^ 
in^^cr. hancjs the dcpp%; wlycl^ ha4.bci?p 
eafXJiftcA to him ? I qouldi no^ l^a^b^jtiyr 
any nxeaa fufpicions of a n^ant, witJb^ w)kM^ 
^loble. pride I was fo well acquainted, Allnpy 
notions wandered ; nothing could f^i:. theai^ 
I loft myfelf in vain conjeftures, and my 
ip^rows. were, embittered-by. my apprehen- 
ApA^ leiLMifs Nje;ft>y fbovid l^fcoi]^ eicpoG- 
■" '"' cd 
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'rf to difagrceable ihifts. As (He was fcoA 
friendlefs and without pfoteftion, I could 
not help confidering ber as reduced for a 
fubfiftence to the neceffity of making awiy 
with her trinkets and jewels ; funds whici 
infatiable avarice and unfair dealing render 
of little value, when neceffity urges us «► 
fuch rcfources^ 

Two hours after my arrival in Londoir^ 
I went to Mrs. Howard's. She was begin- 
ning to recover of her long illnefs, and I 
Ibund her difpofed to fhare in all the fuf- 
ierings of my heart* Ever fince ihe begsti 
-to grow Better» ihe had employed her utmoft . 
care to find out the abode of Mifs Neibyv 
but without any fuccefs. However flic fiur- 
cied flie was ftilt in London. A few dap 
before^ one of her maids had feen her in ft 
carriage croffing Grofvenor- Square; flic did 
what ihe could to follow her, but as the 
coach drove exceeding faft it was foon out 
,of fight. 

The notion of my Ward *^s being in or near 
town, revived my hopes of finding her out^ 

but 
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%ut sdl the pains which my friend wars fa 
good to take, gave no infight into the 
ftrange <:ondudl of a fenfible girl, who, 
certainly, had not withdrawn herfelf from 
the knowledge of the world and of her 
friends, without very ftrong reafons to juf-i 
tify to her own mind a ftep fo extraordi- 
nary, and in appearance fo imprudent. But - 
who could guefs at thefe reafons ? Mrs« 
Howard, feeing that I had no fufpicions, 
concealed her own from me, though of a 
>cry ferious nature 4 they effaced her firft 
ideas concerning Emma's melancholy; but 
the goodnefs of her heart would not allow 
her to communicate them^ for fear (he might 
be miftaken, and wrong the unfortunate 
young woman whom (he pitied. 

On quitting her, I went to the farm-houfe 
where Mifs Nefby had lodged. The apart- 
ment next the garden was to let; I afked to 
fee it. They fliewed me into the little 
wing. WitE what emotion did I furvey 
places formerly inhabited by Emma : my 
eyes were fixed on every objedl that bad 
formerjy engaged hex attention ; 1 was look- 
ing 
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ing about for fdmfc traces of her JCbodfe Ih 
this humble dwelling, vp^hcn I percdved a 
piece of white paper rumpled ; I took it up, 
and found it to be the cover of the bank 
jiotes which I had entruftied to Nelfon. 
I could not pofRbly be miftaken, having 
fealed the packet with a feal, the im- 
pi'effion of which was fingular and very 
leftiarkable. 

This proof of Nelfon*s arrival in London, 
and of his having difcharged this pan of 
the cohimiflion he had been entrufted with, 
difpellcd one of my moft' tormenting apprc^ 
henfions. I no longer cohftdered Emma as 
on the point of falling into a ft^te of ihdi- 
gence; but then what fufpic^iotts accompa- 
nied the comforting idea to know (he was 
fecure from want* What? both dlfappeit- 
ed, both filent, both concealing their re- 
treat ! Were they privy to and erilbarked in 
the fame defign 5 did one intereft, one' (bn- 
titfaent unite thefm againft me ; could Nelfon 
havd robbed me of Emma ! Still reje<9[irtg 
the thought of fo black a treachery, I en- 
quired for the landlord and landlady of the 

houfe. 
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loofe, aoEd owning myfelf the guardian of 
ih^ young lady who had htcn their lodger^ 
Ifieyailed on them to give me an exaA ac* 
tount-cff J^er^ondcuS and a<^tons« 

. The farmer's wife told me, that for the 
firft days {be received no vifits except thofo 
of a Lady from London ; but that about 
ihe beginning of the month, a very hand-* 
fooie young m^n, of a diftinguiibed figure^ 
either newly arrived from his travels or the 
country^ came to fee her, and difcovered 
great affiduity about her. That he ufed to come 
yery early in the morning, and go away prejtty 
late in the evening. That he himfelf fenta- 
way Mifs Nefby's trunks, brought acarriage,, 
paid them very handfomly for their trouble, 
^nd fet ofF witU her. That Mifs Nefty ap- 
peared dejeiSled, and even ill, and that her 
diambermaid feemed to the full as dcjeded, 
^d weaker thanlierfelf. If you take any con- 
cern in that fweet and charming woman^ 
^d ihe, yoU:may well pity her, my Lord, 
I know not what power this man has over 
her, but he often treats her with a kind of 
JiaiihAeis.. While my ncxaids were helping 
4 Helena 
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Helena to put the apartment m order, 
they often heard him^etirify the young Jady 
with threats, andaAi£t her with reproaches; 
he was for ever chiding her for being uh- 
■eafy for the fate of another ; whilft fhe ac- 
cufed him of ingratitude; their difpntes 
were warm and long. He flics into a paf- 
fion, {be groans and weeps, then he falls' 
down on his knees, aiks her pardon, wipes 
away her tears, appeafes and comforts hef, 
but this calm is of no long duration. Cer- 
tainly flie is not happy, and if it be not 
yet too late, I.wifh for her fake your Ibrd- 
fliip may be lucky enough to part her from 
a ma^ whofe natural temper fee ms cloudy 
and paflionate. 

The forrow which the difcourle of Alt 
woman gave me cannot be exprefled. Oh 
Mortglas ! What a myfteriotrs veil was now 
on the point of being removed. My eyes, fcf 
long fliut, opened at laft ; every tbifigdeared' 
up before me. I now faw that Nelfon, Em- 
ma's lover, was doubtlefs the objeft of 
that article in the will, which excluded e-* 
very firanger from Sir EdmundV alliance, 

and 
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ni^.the caufe of thofe tears which hu daugfa** 
(er ihed when ikke cpiicted Beauford, Oh I 
lu>w C9(ne -I not to reflet): that this maa^ 
0fJiea he thre^ bimfelf int^ thq fea, muft 
liave been itnpelkd to £0 raQi an a^iion by 
I Aiotive much flronger than the defire of 
nrlthdrawing hipifelf from the tyranny of a 
parent, or the leaving a country where he 
^,as not happy. 

^ Ifo fooner does a ray of light dawn on 
wir ideas, than we quickly colleft every 
:ir€uniftance which error or prej)o(leirioa 
tiade us confider as of little importance. 
The apparent contradi<3:ion in Nelfon'« 
:hara£ler difappeared ; his love for Emma, 
lis fituation with regard to me, accounted 
m his a^ons, and for a condu<Sb which had 
»ften furprifed and offended me. But how 
:ouId this man be fo exprefsly rejecSled by a 
iather, on the point of leaving his daughter 
without fupport in a foreign land ? AfFec-r 
ion and duty alike cailed on the Barone^ 
:o give her a protestor before he died : and 
vbat could render Nelfon unworthy of be- 
ng the hufband of Mifs Nefby ? Was it his 
Vol. II. H birth. 
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birth, his morals, or the narrownefs of ^!s 
fortune which kept him at a diftance horn 
her i Could he be defervedly the objefi of 
Sir Edmund's contempt i Oh, how could 
I be fo blind to the meannefs of Emma's 
lover ! Did not that air of myftery with 
which he concealed himfelf fufficiently prove 
it ? He had impofed on me by a falfe ftorjr, 
and by fictitious misfortunes $ he bafely abuf- 
ed my goodnefs of heart, in order to rob me 
of Emma ; he had made ufe of a fum of 
money, which he knew to be partly the gift 
of my liberality ; had he not told me when 
he received it, this fum does not behng to Mfs 
Nejhy? 

In proportion as my indignation rofe a- 
gainft Nelfon, I felt my aSeClion for Emma 
redouble. A tender pity was blended with 
my love, and difpofed me to excufe her, to 
pity her, and to imagine that when he for- 
ced her from her retreat, that daring man 
had pof&bly ufed a kind of violence. I re- 
colledled our laft converfation : her tears, 
her terror, and that apprehenfion fo mov- 
ingly exprcffed, left btr father^ friend Jhouli 

faU 
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%/? a viSftm to the rigour of that deftiny'y 
whofe malignant influena Jhe dreaded. It did 
not appear tome impoifible but that Nelfon 
tiight have followed her into Europe with^ 
>ut her knowledge or confent. Poflibly, her 
)ften feeing him ; the folitude ihe lived in 
It her father's ; an engaging perfon, and his^ 
iflMuous attention might have at firft in« * 
l|riltd her with that tranfient regard which 
I young creature bred up at a diftance from 
Ibciety often miftakes for a tender paffion* 
Why her continual fadnefs, if her fenti* 
nents did not occafion her forrow or re- 
jret'? Perhaps Nelfon might poiTefs a great- 
er fway over her mind than her heart, and 
perhaps (he might think herfelf bound by 
promifes which ihe wi(hed not to perform ? 
He frightened her with threats, he zMSttd 
lier with reproaches. And why ihould he 
bave recourfe to threats if he thought him- 
Bdf beloved ? Hi complained of her regard 
f^rfome other. Oh, thefe complaints gave 
liew life to my hopes \ She feemed dejeSied^ 
tnd even ill. Does it nvake us fad or deject • 
r1 while we follow a lover who is dear to 
us ?--^^weet illusions of defifCi what force 
H 2 have 
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hav^e you over an imagination feilifced ^bf 
yourfelves !' Every thing convinced me of 
a confederacy between thefe two ungrate- 
ful people: they could not do othcrwifc 
fhan appear equally falfe and equally perfi- 
dious; but my heart wifhed to find onlf 
one guilty. 

Determined to oppofe Nclfon's de&ff^ 
and to avail myfelf of the right which m^ 
quality of guardian gave me over Mifs Ncf- 
by, I fent to every port to procure themoft 
exa6): information; my intention was to 
prevent their embarking, or if I learned 
that they were failed, to crofs the fea, claist 
my ward every where, and never fee my 
country till I brought back her whom I 
was bound to defend and prote£b, and whoft 
honour and felicity had been entrufted to 
ftiy care. Yet being determined, even a- 
midft all the cruel agitations of my foul, to 
z& with a ftri£b regard to juftice, I propofed 
to ufe no violence; but to facrifice every 
thing to the happinefs of Emma. If I found 
that Nelfon had neither ufed force nor ar- 
tifice to withdraw her from my authority; 

that 



( H9 y 

that fhe had followed him voluntarily ; thit 
&c loved him^ and intended to marry him ; 
I felt myfelf capable to. facrifice my love to 
her, and even my rcfentmenjt againft a man 
in whom 1 ihould refpefl her choice and the 
fureference fhe honoured him with.. 

With refolutions fo conformable to equr- 
^^ and fo reafqnable a plan, how was I led^ . 
driven— What fatality prefided over Nelt 
fon's deftihy and my own j guided my fteps 
to the place where I was to prepare for 
fliyfelf eternal forrows ; where I was to fl|ed 
4ie blood of an unfortunate friend, and qoj 
C9&OBi .the de^th, the moft afflicting death 
qt, g woman I adored,-!-— Oh Monglas ! I 
fjkfUiot— — My hand refufes-— Painful recol-r 
l|4^ion I How many horrors does that mo- 
Silent recall—*-! am conftrained to flop, 

. Pity me, . fympathife with my forrows, » 
Wd with the bitternefs with which they o-» 
verwhelm my .heart. This long and dread* 
All ftory tears open thofe wounds which 
time can never clq&. Happy he, whp in thisj 
ftprt journey, called life, while he travel^ 
H 3 . through 
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through difficult and thorny roads, or lofct 
himfelf in the midft of by-paths, purfues 
his way at Icaft without canying in his bo- 
fom the fad reproach of having flopped an- 
oiher in the peaceful courfe of his journey. 
Farewel, my friend ; fo foon as I find my* 
felf in a cohdition to proceed, I will make 
it my endeavour to fatisfy the obliging cu- 
riofity which your tender regard can alone 
ipfpire. 

X 

Good God, my dear, how this interrupt 
tion vexes me. A very warm and tendor 
jntereft attaches me to this ftory. Unfor- 
tunate Mifs Nelby, can I refufe thee a tear. 
Unfortunate Nelfon— What ideas prefect 
themfelves to my agitated mind.— jPr^m tk 
httom of her graven Emma fends me a fatherf 
And this father Lord Lindfey ! How,^ by 
what feries of events — Who? I! Shall I 
pronounce that honoured name, and feel 
myfclf preflcd in the embraces of a father ! 
But when I compare with this account the 
fafts related by Madam d'Auterive, I trem- 
ble, I ihudder.— Oh Hortenfia, my Lord 

occafioned 
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occafioned the death, the ajffUSilng death of 
Emma : be has Jhed the blood of an unfortu-* 
note friend: what fatal concurrence of cir- 
cumftances— — How my heart is moved ! It is 
too much fo, to leave me the power to. ex* 
prefs to you what it fuffers* 



Letter from the Marchiomfs ie Monghs $9 
• Mademotfelle de Canteleu^ inclojing the Se* 
quel of Lord Lindfey^s Hijlory. 

BEFORE our charming friend is in % 
condition to clear up all her doubts by 
tlye perufal of the inclofed packet, I earneft* 
ly requeft you would pleafe to join your en- 
deavours with ours to engage the tender 
hearted and delicate Sophia, not to rejeA 
the offers of Lord Lindfey. M. de Mon* 
glas apprehends left a young lady like her, 
fo accuftomed to difcharge every duty, 
ihould frame to herfeK the notion of a 
romantic one on an occafion where the 
whole happinefs of her life is at ftake. Be 
fo good, Mademoifelle, as to fecond pur in* 
tentions; write to her: prepare her, by 
H 4 fome 
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fomc well contrived hints, leading to- 
wards the truth, for* tliat ecIaircifTement 
which muft unavoidataly be imparted to htr* 
Reprefent to her how unjuft it would be ta 
ptinifh my Lord for circumftahces which 
are the work of mere chance, which feemsi 
to have paved the way for the event which: 
he laments to this hour. He was unfor- 
tunate in having accomptiih^ei the deci«e&^ 
of fate; circjumftances forced bi^in ta it, and 
have blafted his days with^ misfortnnQS.^ 
Eighteen years of ferrow and regret have 
not- been able to. hanifh r^morfe from hit 
tender and generous heart. Indeed I think 
htiii more to be pitied than Kelfonf Tdl 
Mademoifelle de Valiere, that fhe is def^ 
tincd to comfort lum^ that fkc ought to call 
him her friend 3 that fhe ought to ciaU him 
her father ; accept all his gifts, and every " 
tide he is pleafed to bqilow on her. Ob, 
if t you knew that amiable nobleman, his 
mildnefs, goodnefs, and virtues, he j^ould 
be dear to you ; you would, with us, wifli 
for his peace, tranquillity and happiness : ' 
this he can never tafte of, btit in bringing - 

shofut:' 



( '53 y 

about the felicity of Mademoifelle de VaT 
liete. 

The meffengcr who delivers this packet, 
is to wait for the manufcript and your an- 
fwer, 

HmU frim Lord Lindfey /a the Marquis de 
Menglasy inclojing his laji P<ickeU. 

TJEFORE Mademoifelle de Valiere is al-: 
•'-^ lowed to perufe this packet be fo kind, 
my dear Monglas, to run . it over. The 
Aids which it contains fhould be communi- 
cated to her with precaution, and even. by 
yourfelf in perfon. Her mind might other- 
wife be too ftrongly imprefled by the fatal 
linages I am forced to prefent to her view. 

' I am this moment fetting out for Paris. 
An unforfeen affair requires my prefence 
there; you (hall know it. If the fuccefs 
anfwer my expeftation, I will fee you to- 
wards the end of the week. . I -even flatter 
myfelf with having it in my power to bring 
with. me a friend^ who* ardently wiflies- to 
H 5 be 
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be introduced to you, and whofe whole 
happinefs depends on meeting with a kin4 
reception at Malzais. Fareweh 



Sequel of Lord Lindfey^s Story. 

HAVING received certain informatioH 
that the three perfons defcribed had 
not taken ihip in any port near London, I 
impatiently waited for the return of the ci- 
prelfes I had difpatcbed to the more diftant 
ports ; when a young Dealer, who traded in 
linen cloth, and often went to Holland to 
Jay in an aflbrtment, being arrived from 
one of his voyages, came as ufual to offer 
me the choice of his goods. Haring^ learn- 
ed at my houfe how nneafy I was to l^now 
'what was become of Nelfon, who had late- 
ly difappeared, he aflured my people he 
could tell me where he was. They imme- 
diately brought him to me. He told me 
that the day before he left Amfterdam, he 
had fecn Nelfon frequently gorng in and out 
of an inn, facing the houfe where he him- 
lelf lodged. Thinking I might alfo be in 

Holland, 
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Holland, he had a mind to enquire. But 
was told by the landlady's daughter, that 
khe ftranger, whofe name and country were 
unknown to her, came thither alone, feem-^ 
cd very melancholy ; faw nobody, and would 
probably depart very foon^ 

The account of this man confounded aH 
my ideas ; it ill agreed with that of the far- 
mer's wife. Nelfon, parted from Mifs Nef- 
by, and alone at Amfterdam ! Who then 
tnuft have robbed me of Emma, what in-- 
duced him to conceal his retreat ? If Nel^ 
fon was not my rival, how v^s I to explain 
his filence, and clandeftine departure? Could 
.£o ofFenfive a behaviour be without any mo- 
tive I If his paffion for Emma had not made 
bim my enemy, would he knowingly have 
g\vtn me up to Aicb exquiflte and torment- 
ing uneafmefs ? And yet it was impoflibk 
to miftake the brutal Nelfon in the defcrip- 
. lion which the people at the farmer's had 
given me of bim I What other man could 
. bave treated the gentle, the delicate Emma, 
with harjhnefsi would bave dared to frighten 
bcr I would not bave been afraid to affliiSl 
R6 her ? 
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hef? Did not the complaints of this imperii 
ous man^ and his reproaches fafTiciently con^ 
vince me that he laid claim to rights more 
ancient and more avowed i If Miis Nefby't 
afFecStions had been fettled on any man finct 
her arrival in England, would ^e have re»> 
tained that love of foTitude, that melancho- 
ly, which became every day more ftrongly 
•marked, and deeply rooted ? Nothing op* 
pofed her inclinations, my filence left hei 
free in her choice : when I n^entioned mj 
paflion to her, far from availing myfelf of 
the promifes of Sir Edmund, did I not 
make her the fovereign difpofer of herowa 
and my deftiny ? Wherefore then .thofe 
tears, thofe alarms, that myfterious and in* 
comprehenfibie bebaviow. 

Amidft thefe confofcd refle<Sioiis, a finait 
ray of hope fprung up in my heart* I ftk 
a kind of comfort in faying to myielf, Mifs 
Nefbyhas beenfeen; ihe; has not left Loil- 
don, Nelfon is in Holland by himfeif $ Wby 
may not their feparation have been the ef- 
fcB: of a quarrel, and of fome rupture be- 
tween them ? Their feparation muft there- 
6 f&rc 
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fbre be voluntary ? For who hindered tbeii 
fetting out together ? Full of this idea, I 
refolved to crofs the fea, find out Nel« 
fon» fpeak to him, and clear up all my 
doubts. That very evening I gave the ne-* 
eeffary orders for my voyage ; the next day 
I went to Harwich, where finding the Pack- 
et ready to fail, I embarked on board her> 
with John, my valet de chambpe, the only 
iervant I would allow to accompany me. 

My palTage was fhort and without any 
ill accident* I arrived at Rotterdam, and 
"from thence fet out for Amfterdam. I 
alighted on the Canal du Prince*, at the 
houfe of George Vandenz, a rich merchant, 
whpm I had formerly known in my travels, 
-and more than once received at my houfe ia 
•London, whither his affairs, and ft ill more 
bis defire to fee me had c^ten brought him. 

I did not find him at home bimfelf. But 

'liii koufe-keeper, without knowing who I 

was, or fo much as my name, conduced 

*mt into a very handfome apartment} begged 

• The name of a flrcct, 

3 
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I would reft myfelf, and ordered tea for me; 
I learned from ber that that day was the 
anniverfary of a naval feftival, oaoccafionof 
fome fignal viftory. The fports of the ma- 
riners drew all the people to the port; her 
snafter was to give one of the prizes, but 
would not, (he faid, be long in returning; 
as he was that very evening to fct out for 
Bruflels, hisfervants and horfes were wait- 
ing for him at a country houfe of his> whi:> 
ther he was to go in his pleafure-boat ; but 
in paffing along the Canal, he would call 
in at home, as he was to take with him 
fome papers which one of his clerics had 
ready to deliver to him. 

My impatience would not fufFer me to 
wait for the return of Vandenz ; by the anf- 
wers of this woman I learned that I was at 
no great diftance from the place of Nelfon^s 
abode. I pretended I would walk towards 
the port, and leaving John with her, went' 
out^ follawed the courfe of the Canal, 
and palTed on towards the place defcribed 
by the merchant. This populous . city^^t 
that. time, feemed a defert. I walked a 

confiderable 
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confiderable time without meeting ^ny Ix>» 
dy; when, at the turning of a ftreet, I perr 
ceived the inn I was feeking. With what 
an emotion did I approach it ! On the 
point of unveiling a myftery which con* 
cerned me fo much, how could I help be« 
ing in a violent agitation ? I ftrove to calm 
it i Nelfon's ingratitude fhould naturally 
have excited in my heart rather contempt 
than anger. I was fully refolved not to (hew 
him any kind of refentment; I wanted to 
be informed, but did not defign to com- 
plam. After having ferved the man, ought 
I to humble him with my reproaches i I 
fwear it, Monglas, I fought him with the 
mo^ pacific difpofition ; why did his 
paffion, his fury — — Unfortunate Henry ! 
Thy brutality alone was the caufe of thy 
^eatb. I call heaven to witnefs, I intended 
no cruel revenge. Horrible day, for ever 
^detefted moment \ What tears, what regret 
baft thou coft me ; with what bitternefs does 
the remembrance of thee ftill overwhelm my 
foul! 

At the door of the houfe, the firft ofa^^ 

which 
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which ftmck me was Nelfon^ talking with 
two' or three women. He perceived Bie, 
and trembling, came forwahl to meet me« 
Pale and confounded, be viewed me with a 
wild look, and accofting mc in Spaniib. 
What, you here ? You ! is it thus Lindfcjr 
proves his gcnerofity? So ili*timed a fpecch 
from the mouth of Nelfon furprifed and 
ihocked me ; but his confternation, the ter- 
ror painted on his countenance, excited mj 
pity, and enabled me to contain the firft 
fally of my emotion. You owe me more 
than one explanation, anfwered I coolly, 
and as I have a right to exa<9: them, I come 
to demand them of you. A man of honour 
cannot refufe*-i-I underftand you, faid he 
with fire, 1 confent to give you entire fatis- 
fa£lion ; but was in hopes never ta have - 
feen you aflc it. Deceived by thefe wordi, 
whofe fenfe I interpreted wrong, and being 
difpofed to hear him, I would have gone in; 
he flopped me, caft his anxious looks rounld 
hirriy and oppofing my pafTage, this place, 
faid he, is not proper for your defign. Jet 
us go farther from the houfe, come and you 
HxdM be fatisfied. He came out, and walk-^ 
" " . cd 
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•d hastily towards the Canal du Prince, in« 
ming me to follow him. • ' 

Being a^rived^ at the water fide, he flop. 
pcd and waited for me; I joined him. 
Well, faid he, what confeflion is it which I 
ftill owe you ? What right do you imagine 
belongs- to you? What dare you demand of 
me^ ^ Nothing that regards you alone, re- 
plied I, in indignation at his queftions, andf 
the haughty tonef in which he put them«. 
I take' no intereft in you, and you are with' 
regard to me as if you did not exift.. But I*^ 
btve not the fame indifference for a young' 
lady entt'ufted to my- care; where is Mifs' 
Neiby? Could you think me capable of' 
rcnouncing««*-Oh ! there's the man I et 
teemed^ faid he, interrupting me again;* 
there's the heart which I imagined fo noble, ' 
whofe falfe virtues excited fuch cemorfe in' 
mine [ Thou haft at laft taken off the maik ; - 
I thank heaven for thy injuftice; it blots out^ 
the remembrance of all thy good offices;' 
come, cried he, drawing his fword, come 
and try to rob me of a life which I blufli ' 
to owe thee* 
- * Exafpcratcd: 
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. Exarperated at his provoking botdnefs, 
and on the point of .punifliing hitn for it, I 
know not what emotion ftill foftened my 
foul in favour of a madman, whofe expref- 
ftons appeared to me as unreafonable as of- 
fenfive. While he was fpeaking, he had 
advanced towards me i I withdrew two fteps, 
and dropping my point, Henry, faid I, you 
attack me, and are not in a condition to de* 
fend yourfelf. Calm your tranfport, donot 
expofe me to the neceffity of (hedding your 
Uood. You was once dear to me i I hate 
you not.:— But I deteft Thee, cried he, ad- 
vancing a fecondtime; Emma's lover is a. 
monfter in my eyes. ConftraiAed at laft ta 
oppofe (kill to fury, I parried off the thrufts. 
he aimed at me, and endeavoured to difarm 
him ; but, hurried on by his rage, he was 
o^ his guard, laid himfelf open, and run 
upon my point !-r— Oh ! I fhudder ftill-^ 
Oh Monglas ! with what horror was I fill- 
ed, on feeing that man fall at my feet 
whom I had fo often and fo tenderly preffed 
to my bofom ! At the fight of bis blood, 
which ftreamed on the ground^ I fetched a 
dreadful cry from the bottom of my heart* 

Jem- 
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I embraced the unfortunate man, fpoke tQ 
him, would have affifted him, flopped his 
bloody and recalled, his fpirits; when fe-^ 
yeral men ran up from the water fide, fei^- 
ed me, and carried me off in jfpite of all 
my refiftance. They put me into a fmall 
boat, which rowed off with great expedi<» 
tion* In vain I . cried aloud ; in vain lorder- 
ed the boatmen to fet me on ihore again^^ 
They were ordered to get away and row as 
faft as poffible. I difcovered Vandenz, and 
perceived John; their oppofition to my ef-^ 
fi>9t8 ibarpened my fufferings and. added im«. 
patience to my forrow; my voice failed me; 
my heart was pppreficd^ and I fell fenfelcfs 
into their arms. 

< My weaknefs lafied not long. On re- 
covering my fenfes, I conjured Vandenz to 
Ojrder me to be put on ihore. He repre-^ 
fiuited to me in vain the danger which an 
imprudent and perhaps a fruitlefs compaf- 
fion muft expofe me to ; I continued to prefs 
htm to yield to my defire. It is not an e- 
nemy whom you force me to abandon fo 
cruelly, (aid 1 j; is it not inhuman to de- 
prive 
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fHTive him of my afSftance? As he is a 
firanger here, of whom can this unfortu-» 
i^ate man expe£l any ? Oh, if he ftill 
breathes, fufFer metoreftore kim to life a 
tccond time. 

My fervant, John, being deeply zSLi&ci. 
with the fituation of a, mafter.whom he loV'^ 
^9 begged of Vandee to fet him oh ihorc^ 
He t%ok notice to him, that; not . having' 
b^een^ feen in my company » he- might appear, 
without any danger: he faid .be woul4 go^ 
Md get what xntelligence he could^. ant 
hopedto bring me back good news» Vanden^ 
tipafeaced to let him retui[xi $ be tohl him 
logo to his houfe, and take wbat things-bei 
had juft brought thither for my.ufe j to bid.- 
them give him'^ horfe, and to return with, 
adl fpeed to his cpuntryhoufe^ after havinp. 
been very particalar in tilling him tbe .waj^ 
to it. John landed, and we continued ouit 
way by water. 

The whole of this adventure appeared to » 

me as extraordinary as it was afflicting. I. 

could <iot conceive bqw John could po&i* 

- : fiWy, 
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*fibly meet Vandcnz and guide him to the viiy 
place where I was. Nothing, more fimple 
than the event you are furprifed at, faid my 
friend. The moment when you quitted my 
houfe, I was retufning#from the port. Stop*- 
ping before my houfe, I fent for one of my 
clerks; and while I was fpeaking to him^ 
.John came forwards to the water's edge * 
being informed by him of your arrival, I was 
going to ftep on fhore from my boat, and 
to wait for you at my h#ufe, when the 
young man, raifing a loud cry, and point- 
ing at what occafioned his terror, began td 
run, calling out, my mafter, my God, it 
is my mafter ! Quickening my boatmen, I 
followed him, and faw your adverfary fall ; 
I feconded John's zeal, and we carried you 
off from a place where a croud began aI-> 
-ready to gather; and even one man was run- 
ning towards you, but he could not pof- 
fibly from the diftaace diftinguifli, eithef 
your pcrfon, or the boat you went into 5 
xeafe therefore to lament, added he, a vio- 
lence neceffary to your fafety, and do not 
leflen, by unjuft reproaches, the pleafure I 
fcel in having been ufeful to you. 

I em- 
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I embraced Vandenz in filencc; theop- 
preflion of my heart did not leave me at li- 
berty to exprefs my gratitude to him. In 
lefs than two hours we arrived at bis houfe. 
Every thing there was prepared for his de- 
parture : fo foon as we entered he ordered 
his chaife to be put up, and called for a- 
nother. They ferved up a light fupper, 
but I could not pof&bly eat any thing. This 
hofpitable and fenfible man ufed all his en- 
deavours to calm the troubles of my fouK 
He was afraid to a(k me the particulars of 
this aflFair. Notwithftanding the extreme 
dejei^ion of my fpirits, I thought I owed 
to his afFe£tion a fuccind account of my 
acquaintance and connections with the man 
who had fo lately attacked my life, and 
forced me to ftand on my defence againft bis 
fury; I laid open to him the motives of my 
voyage into Holland, and during that fliort 
recital, my fighs and groans proved to him 
how little I forefaW) when I fought Nelfon, 
the iffue of this fatal adventure, 

Vandenz in the gentleft terms reproved me 
for my extreme afflidioo* And whilft he 

fympathifed 
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fympathifed with me in my forrow, he en^ 
larged on every confideration which could 
moderate its excefs. Nelfon he thought 
feemed to deferve the fate he met with, A 
happy chain of circumftances, continued- he^ 
may poffibly for ever conceal the (hare you 
have had in this man's misfortune. My 
boatmen, who are the only witnefles of the 
duel, are failors belonging to one of my 
ihipSy which is to fail tomorrow at day 
break. As ibon: as they quitted me, they 
. ;w€nt on board, and the fhortnefs of the time 
will not allow them to approach the land; 
Sefides they do not know you, and it is 
their intereft not to do me any prejudice. 
An affair of importance calls me into Flan- 
ders ; when John returns, we will fet out 
together, fo that your coming to Amfter- 
dam will neither be difcovered nor fuf- 
pe£led. 

I confented to fet off with Vandcnz, A 
concern for my own fafety did not take up 
my thoughts at that inftant; but the fear 
of bringing my friend into trouble, eafily 

determined 
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jfetentiined mc to put myfelf uncler hk 
4;uidaAC^» 

John was a good while ki retiirping ; I 
^waited for him with unedfinefs, and evea 
with anxiety; vague ideas filled me with 
terror : I fliudd^red every moment ; mj 
•thoughts wandered over gloomy and terrjbte 
obje<3si the image of £mai« was ampngft 
thefe : I fancied I faw h^r (ears flow;, aii4 
ihat I heard her fhrieks^ ^r— Oh Mocnglat^ 
there are mifgivings— — The fenfible and bi 
emotions of our hearts wa^n us in fecrec» 
while yet an intercepting veil conceals from 
our eyes the nature aud magnitude of the 
evil, whofe approaches we begin to per- 
ceive. 

. John appeared at laft^ but dejeded, alter* 
ed, and fcarce able to fupport himfelf. So 
foon as I perceived him, I read In his coun-* 
tenance the fad Certainty of Nelfon's deathr 
He wept, and was unable to fpeak: fear 
«nd horror were painted in his looks. He 
attempted to fpeak, and joining his hands 
with an air of earneftnefs, Fly, my Lord^ 
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fly, fold he ; let nothing detain you in tfiis 
'fatal place, and would to heaven you had 
never fetfoot In it! 

This admonition, his geftures and tears 
confounded me ; a mortal chillnefs frozd 
my blood. What then could occafion 
John*s confternation ? I was afraid to 
hear it, yet defired him to explain it to me. 
Vandeni did not give me time to queftion 
him ; but, feizing my hand, led me to his 
chaife. I took my feat and \^e fet off, ef- 
corted by feveral men on horfeback : the 
oppreffion of my heart was not difpelled 
during the whole journey : I continued 
weak, and was unable to keep down the e- 
motions of my foul; at Antwerp I parted 
from Vandenz, went to Dunkirk, and em- 
barked in order to return to England, 

When I recolledted the whole of my con- 
du£l,from the inftant when fortune brought 
nie acquainted with Nelfon, I might have 
difcbvered in his ferocity, in his Ingratitude, 
and in his perfidious diffimulation, motives to 
mttigaTc a grief,' which humanity alone cbuld 

Vol. II. I excite J 
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excite i but my compaffion averted all liiy 
thoughts from fuch confiderations : this ill- 
fated young man prefented himfelf to my 
idea, as one whom chance had thrown un- 
der my protcftion; as. a ftranger, depending 
on my care and aiSftance, and to whom 
even that dependence gave a juft title to my 
indulgence nnd compai&on : I forgot his 
faults, I lamented his deftiny; while his 
bleeding wounds inceflantly offered to my 
imagination all thofe pungent reflexions 
which fliarpcned the reproaches of my 
•heart. 

During our paffage, I ia vain queflioned 
John on the caufe of the terror fa ftrongly 
marked in his countenance the inftant of 
his return to Vandenz's : the perplexity of 
his nnfwers, and his addrefs in eluding my 
qucftions^ convinced me that he concealed 
fume very afHi<5ling circumflances ; but nei- 
ther my commands nor entreaties could pre- ^ 
vail on him to difclofe them. I arrived in 
London without forfeeing the terrible event ^ 
wliich his zeal kept ba£k froni my know- 
ledge. Being already .fo .unhappy- jia mf . 

-own 



( m ) 

(^n idea, could I think that forrows, yet 
nore pungent and exquifite, were ftill t<i 
rack mj foul and pierce it with a thoufand 
diggers. 

On my arrival at my houfe, I found fe- 
veral packets of letters fent me from Edin- 
burgh to London. Nelfon*s hand writing 
on the largeft of thefe, made me fliudder.— — 
I took it up in an agony ^ I trembled ; I 
had fcafce power to open it ; but what was 
niy cohdition on' perufing this Writing ? 
Oh, my friend, read it and judge of the 
cfFeft it produced in my heart. 



Hnnry Maubray to Lord Lindfey. 

TT is wiih flmme and confufion I am eomc 
•*• to a determination to open to you the 
fecret motives cf my odious condudt. The 
tears of a woman whom I adore, too power- 
ful'on my foul, have drawn me aiide from 
the paths of honcur, and conilrained me to 
follow devious ways : Oh^ how I reproach 
mjrfelf with my long, my bafe diffimula-" 
I 2 tion ! 
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tion ! How could I deceive you ; he 
wanting in candour, in gratitude, and pierce, 
with an unforfeen and cruel dart, the bo- 
fom of him whufe tender compaffion faved 
my life • whofe fervices, whofe kindnefs, 
whofe friendfhip— I deleft myfelf. Con- 
temptible in my own eyes, what a bafc 
wretch muft I appear in thofe of the noble, 
the generous Lindfey ! 

Learn then my Lord, who I ani, and 
with what defign I defired a paflage on board 
the veffel in which you had juft embarked. 
When I threw myfelf into the fea, like a 
madman, though I afterwards became the 
objed of your pity, I expofed my own, on- 
ly that 1 might attack your life ; difpate the 
poffeilion of Mifs Nefby with you, and ei- 
ther carry he^- off, or pcrifh by your hands. 
The revengeful Sir Edmund, by fending her 
away from Carolina, entrufting to you the 
conducing her to her native country, and 
placing her under your protection, intended 
to punifli me for an involuntary crime, and 
facrificed his daughter's happincfs to the 
barbarous pleafure of overwhelming mc with 

the 
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the weight of his hatred, and revenging 
on me the contempt he had endured from 
my uncle, whofe harfh behaviour I had ex- 
perienced no leis than himfelf. 

My name is notNelfon, but Henry Mau- 
bray. During the time of that confidence 
which I repofed in you at your own rcqueft, 
and which lafted till that inflant when, 
iniftaking my expreflions, you pitied me for 
having killed the woman I adored, my ac- 
count was agreeable to truth. I did not 
undeceive you, without however grounding 
then any profpeA on your miftake. But I 
found reafoi^ to alter mjr refolution, after 
having received fo many great and recent 
obligation*. I flattered myfelf I (hould not 
find a rival in the friend of Mifs Nefby's 
father: jny heart grew calmer; pleafing 
hopes, and friendfhip joined to gratitude/ 
found their way to it. A more fxncerc a-i 
vowal would have foon fuccceded thefe af- 
fo^lion?, had they not been thwarted by 
a cruel paflion, and if fentiments of jealoufy 
bad not continually obtruded on that fym- 
pathy which impeHed me to love you. 

I I My 
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My fr^r left Sir Edmund might have in* 
formed ypu of his daughter's mclination for 
an inbabitaxit of the country, out of which be 
had juft been fending her, and that he miglH 
have prejudiced you againft me, forced me 
to conceal my name and country from 
you. It was not in Caroh'na, but in Jamesr 
Town in Virginia, where the Baronet, a& 
ter having wandered for fix years in our 
colonics, came to fix his refidence, .that my 
lieart was fired with the love of Mifs Ncfr 
ty. Mr. Hervey, my uncle, w^s then gt* 
vernor. My affiduitics me^ with fiiGceii 
with Ecnma, and her parents agreed to my 
vows; but then theyjnfifted oa my unclefi 
copfent. This haughty relation defpifed tin 
jilliance of a man without any fortune of 
(onn^xions \ he caufed me to be carried ofF 
as. I told you, with a defign to feparate mi 
eternally from the charming girl who poCt 
feffed every affeftion of my fouK 

, While he kept me prifoner far from 
her,, he uied his power actd addrefji to give 
$ir Edmund a diftaflie to a place, where be 
every toftant made hio3 undergo new mor* 

tification^. 
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tifications. 't'he Baronet refolvcd to quit 
Virginiaj but before he left it, he forced 
his daughter to releafe me from my oaths, 
to renounce me, and to exa£l my formal 
promife no longer to encourage any hope 
of ever being her's. It was then that, ef- 
caping from the tort where I was ftill de*- 
tained, at the hazard of perifhing in the 
Tea, agitated by winds contrary to mycourfe, 
I embarked, and ftrove to make the wifhed* 
fbr fliore, whither loVe attracted me. I ar^p 
rived at jfamcs-Town j and was introduc-' 
tily under favour of the nighty into the B^- 
r6net*8 houfe; I feised the precious' trea<> 
fdre he would have robbed me of. Being 
attacked by him and his flaves, it was Lady 
Neib/» it was Emma's mother, who re-^ 
ceived from my hand the blow ain^ed at thd 
defperate fellow who had the boldncfs to 
throw htmfelf between her daughter and 
nic. 

At the fight of the blood of that refpefted 

dear woman, whom I had a thoufand times 

called my mother, I made the church echo 

with my forrowful cries ; I ceafed to defend * 

J 4 pnyfclf^ 
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royfelf, and forgot all care of my life; Sir 
Edmund ordered his people not to fparemci 
Lady Nefby embraced me, oppofed the Ba- 
ronet's fury, and affured him that her wound 
was but flight; (he gave me her pardon, and 
pitied me. That inftant my uncle appeared, 
followed by fever al armed men ; Lady Nef- 
by's generofity af5e£led and melted hiraj (he 
laid hold of that inftant, and fpoke to himi 
her gentlentfs and her tears redoubled my 
uncle's emotion, got the better of his pride, 
and >ie confented to her defires and mioe; 
he then ordered Mifs Nefby to be led back 
to the dtar and to receive my plighted £aitb. 
Emma, trembling, advanced with a flow 
pace, when I flew to meet her. The inflex- 
- ible Baronet parted us, drove me back, and 
forbid her to come near me; be called me 
raviiher and aflaflin ; he imprecated on bis 
daughter the moft dreadful curfes if (he 
dared to beftow herfelf on the murderer of 
her mother. I fell at his feet, I required 
of him either death or the hand < of Mifs 
Nefby; he rejected with haughtinefs my 
prayers and fubmiffions: at this my uncle,. 
filled with indignation^ caufed me to be 

fcized^ 
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ftize<f, and forcibly carried to his houfe^^ 
where I was detained in fpite of my cries 
and groans, and kept under guard like ^ 
madman^ wbofe anions are to be dreaded.* 

For upwards of a montb my bewildered 
reafon rendered me almoft infenftble of my 
misfortune. A confuming fever wafted me-, 
and deprive* me of the ufe of my fenfea ; 
the tranfports into which thefe redoubled 
fits threw me, revived me fufficiently to 
make me fenfible of^my fad exiftence, and 
I afterwards fell into a fullen ftupidity : 
happy fituation, compared with the deplor- 
able ftate of my mind, when fentiment and 
KfleAion returned to torment it. 

I did not for z long time hear of the 
death of Lady Nefby, nor of the departure 
of Sir Edmund. What, tears did I ftied 
when I beard of the lofs of Emma's mo- 
ther, and wbat a barrier did it put between 
ker daughter and mt^ if the Baronet (hould 
accufe me of it! The wound indeed, did 
Aot occafion it, for (he was cured in a^ 
few days J but the noifc of this adventure^ 
I 5 the 
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ttie cjruel treatment with which Sir £dteua4 
ufed the £id, the innocent Eoinsa, exf 
h^jftcd her fpiritft, revived the fenfe of 
bee difappoiiitmentS) and at laft broke b« 
liearC Mifs Nelby, difconfolate, followed 
tiet father, without knowing whither be kd 
|ier, and without being abl« to learn the lot 
he was preparing for her ^ while I^ was 
kept in clofe captivity^ and threatentfl 
with never being fet at liberty, if I did not 
con&nt to break all the tie$ which bouii4 
me to Sir Ediiiiind's daughter; and if! did 
not enter into new engageu^ents- to con- 
vince my uncle o£ the changjB in my incli^ 
pation> which was fo criminal in his eye^; 
all this threw me into the deepeft regret an4 
the bhckeft melancholy ; I fell into a ftate 
of deje£)iicin, which endanger^ my Ijfq a 
f^cond time. 

My uncle being alarmed, ira^guiec) ii^vraa 
bis duty ta treat me with lef^ rigour, ,and 
BO longer kept me a. priiomer ) \he 'gav« me 
leave to walk abroad-, accom.pft9i«d> bji twa 
men who belonged to him. Who were 
chai^ged t4 keep a wsitghful eye Oi^ my h^-> 

haviour^ 
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iaviOHf, and to prevent thy flight if they 
perceived in me an/ inclinafion to leave 
James-Town. 

The firft ufe I made of fo confined a li- 
berty, was to vifit every place where I hajJ 
feen Mifs Nefby, and wheie I had enjoyed 
the happinef^ of TpeaTcing to her and h^ar* 
ing her : my heart claimed her from every 
obje£l which recalled to me the happy time 
when I fpcnt whole hours in her company; 
the hou{e which fiirno longer inhabited, her 
gardens now become a mournful defart, alfo 
drew me within their walls; ray eyes drown- 
ed in tears fought the traces of her fteps; 
1 vifited her mother's tomb to weep over it, 
aind pour oiit my fighs at the foot of that al- 
tar where all my happinefs fiad vaniflied ; I 
called on Emma with for rotwful cries; my 
exhaufted fpirits allowed me to form no 
projeft, or to keep to no idea^ T loft' myfelf 
in the contemplation of my mifery, and the 

^culty^of fufferihg feemed the drily one left 
J.. ■ ? *.. .: • rj . .i : : • ' *. ' .t 

">^. ...','- ^4 

The phce'of Sir Edmund's retreat was* 
I 6 carefully 



( i8o ) 
carefully concealed from me. My enquiries 
at laft enabled me to difcover it. One of 
the young companions of Emma, wbofc 
filler had married an inhabitant of Caro- 
lina, informed me that the Baronet lived 
near Beauford, at fome fmall diflance from 
the abode of her brother-in-law. Moved 
at the perplexity fhe faw me in, for want(^ 
fome fure way to convey a letter to the 
hands of her friend, (he offered me to en- 
gage her fiiUr to deliver priv&tely as many 
as I pleafcd. With what gratitude and tran^ 
fport did I accept the offer ; with what 
readinefs didf I feize this happy opportuni- 
ty of writing to Mifs Nefby : my heart had 
fo many fentiments to exprefs ta her ; Xo- 
many favours to obtain, that my hand trem- 
bled when I afked her a forgivenefs which 
I did not dare to expecSl. Did I deferve ta 
move her, I, whole imprudence had caufed 
til her fuSerings ? 

With what jpy.was I filled on receiving 
the anfwfer of my faithful, ray cohftant. 
Emma ! What fweet confolation to find in 
her letter neither complaints nor reproachc*. 

She 
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She fufTered for me, and her generous foul 
did not accufe me of her misfortunes ; fhe 
cond^fcended to footh my pain by vows o£ 
tcndernefs ; (he renewed her affurances to 
be mine; ihe promifed to furmoont every 
obftacle which oppofed our ujiion,. but flie 
forbade me to think of coming near the 
place where (he was,, or to attempt any 
thing with a view to fee her, and perhaps 
Ihe might foon releafe me from the laws Jhe 
impefed an me. Oh, her commands were 
(acred to me I My charming frieod loved 
we ; ihe was concerned for the unfortuijate 
man who was forced to pour forth his for^ 
rows far from her; he was always dear Uy 
her ; (he kept her heart for him, (he pro- 
mifed him her faith,, and gave him (bme 
profpedl of a time when their common fe- 
licity might take place again! My lips 
pre(red with delight the traces of that ador- 
ed, hand : an hundred times I read, . repeat- 
€td-. Emma's moving expreiEons \ To be be- 
loved by her, and fometimes to receive 
proofs of her tender afie<^io9^ I thought this 
fufficient to enable me to fupport the tx-^ 
gours of abfence ; to fufpend my impatient 

ardour. 
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ration flic required ^f me. I fwore ncrer W 
tranfgrcfs her laws, and to obey her; but! 
thofe gentle difpofitions were foon altered, 
and the moft tormenting uneafincfsr return- 
ed to vex my foul. 

Mifs Arthut, Echma*s young friend, ac- 
quainted me with your biding at Sir Ed- 
mund's; with: the projcil' he had formed tff 
fend his daughter into England, and toen- 
tmft you with the care of conducting her 
tW^cr. Thi^ infelHgence, which flie had 
from her fiflrer, made me experience the on- 
ly torment with which a • paffion fo croffed 
had hitherto affifled ttry heart, I reffflhed 
i'ts firft- attacks by my extreme confidence" 
in- Emma's i^erterated pronrrfesr: flie had juft 
wiitten to me; (he toMme of her father's" 
ifhtcGj-pitti of the dkngcr thatt hrearened his^ 
Irtr; but -faid nothing of his projeQrs, ncWT 
of the friend whom he intendccfto make' 
Ae* rnftrmhent of Bis hw-edi^and revta^.' 
I diubtrd the thith of Mift Arthnir'ir- ac-^ 
c?5unts as peopfe might have fofrtied wrong* 
conjeflSures; tharperhaps you mighr not bi» 

then 
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then 2t Beauford : what ! would Mifs NeA 
by have kept filence on fo interefting a (uh^ 
jtdt \ would fhe not have giv^n me notice 
to attesoqpt every thing ta prevent her depar'^ 
ture,. and ta carry her off from the ftraii^ 
gtt who was to convey her fo far from out 
icountry and. (eparate us for evtr ! I- wrote 
to her. After a long and painful exper- 
tation, her anfwer removed my uncer^ 
€sumy> and delivered up my foul to aH thi 
rage of jealoufyj that fubtile and bdlefitl 
poifon, whofe traces can never be wholly 
deflroyed « 

Mifs Nefby informed me of the death of 
her father, which had happened about a 
month before, and of the oaths^ exa£le<l of 
her by that unjuft and rigid parent. Being 
forced tatahe them, and to atteft heaven 
Tor her fiddrty in obferving them, ibe had 
been berfelf confirained- to promife, to fwear 
to obey rigorous law^ } never to be fhd wife 
hf Henry Maubnay j to renounce his love and 
lamSdSy wkh alt the happinefs-, whofe flat-» 
/ tertDg^ hopes Ate had fe^ long iKrarifhedv 
Terrifying threats^ which extended evenr 
'- .. to 
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to my felf, filled her, (he faid, with horror and 
dirmay^and made her ih udder at the very no- 
tion of guilty perjury ; flie was to fail for Eu- 
rope under the conduct of one of her father's 
friends. She would never enter into any 
engagement contrary to thofe whofe remem- 
brance fbe would ever cherifli: {he wouU 
lament under another iky her irreparable 
lofs ; (he would regret all her life^ the 
treafure ihe had left behind her in our hap- 
py climes. 

Great God ! what emotions did that let- 
ter excite ; with what daggers did it pierce 
my heart ! I fancied myfelf betrayed, I 
concluded I was forgotten. She^ Emmaf 
promife, fwear never to be mine ! Bely by 
the bafeft oaths, thofe which her lips hai 
fo often repeated. What ! from his grave, 
muft the barbarous Sir Edmund dlfpofe of 
his daughter ? What ! Mifs Nefby was free,- 
and yet renounced me; fhe might difpofc 
of berfelf, and yet fhe uras Loft to me! 
Could the cruel woman confent to abandon, 
to fly froni me j could fhe voluntarily con^ 
demn me to eternal forrows ! I fancied mjr 

love 
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love was dying within me ; eyery paflion 
whofc. violence I experienced, no longer 
feemed to have any tindture of that fenti- 
ment; vexation; fury; the defire of ven- 
geance alone occupied my thoughts ; I was 
bent on punifhing an ungrateful woman^ 
and on facrificing in her fight that friend of 
her father, doubtlefs defiined to receive 
the hand which (he had dared to fwear ne» 
ver to beftow on me, 

That very nijght I forced open a cabinet 
ia which my uncle kept his mod valuable 
^e£t8. I took out a caiket billed with ingots 
of gold ; I immediately employed part of it 
in corrupting the fidelity of my keepers, 
who promifed to fecond my defigns. By 
their help^ I made my efcape before day ; 
they favoured my attempt. I embarked; 
while profperous winds wafted me to thofe 
fh'ores where I wifhed to land. I fliud- 
dered on difcovering the coaft of Caro- 
lina ; I arrived at Beauford : Oh fury ! 
Qh defpair! Emma was juft gone thence; 
they pointed to the fliip which carried her 
away from me, and fnarchcd you fronji my 

vengeance. 
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vengeance. Driven thus to defpair, Iraif- 
ed loud cries J I called on Emma; I ftrctch- 
cd out mjr arms towards the fails, which 
too fwiftly conveyed her fur from me: my 
boatmen offered to put off with me iagain^ 
and gave hopes of being able to come up 
with thefhip; I re^embarked, encouraged 
the men to ply their oars^ \dlich they did 
withall their might: I came up with you;* 
when ready to com« on board, a guft ct 
wind deceived my hopes, and drove me to 
(k difttncei this oppofition from* fate thitw 
ikie into fuch an emotion of impatfenct, to 
painful and fo violent, that bping tefohfcd 
to regain . the ihip by fwimming^' or tjerilh' 
in the waves, I threw myfelf into the fea; 
but the agitation of my fpirits had doubtleff 
already cxhaufted myftrengthj I'WzM quiw 
fpent, and had it not been for yoar coq^^ 
paffion, I muft^have fallen a vi(%m totay* 
own imprudence. 

What was my furpfife and confternation, 
when I was informed to whom I owed my 
life ! to find myfelf under the proteflion of 
Lord I»indfey> of the man whom I fought 

with 
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vfitk {o cruel a dciign ; to be no longer able 
to attack his life without accufino; myfelf of 
bafe ingratitude, and without deferving the 
reproaches of my own heart. Oh, how of*- 
ten did this ditappointment in my projeAe 
£11 my foul with bitternefs ! but in a very few 
-moments, hurried away in fpite of all my eo- 
-dearours by that powerful charm infeparabte 
from virtue, I found myfelf conftraihed to re-* 
/pe&, and felt myfelf forced to honour th^ 
generous benefador^ who rejecting that 
ditl% inyicod me to call him friend. 

f ■■ \ . '. : .... . » 

Inicflribfy nijr foul grew calm. Theplear 
iure of feeing Emma; of reading in ber 
eyes ^hat ber heart waa not changed } your 
behaviour to ber» where nothing appeared 
but friendihip ; the aiFe£king marks of this 
regard jrou honoured me with, difpelled 
part of my uneafihefs 3 every inftant pro*- 
tfuced in me a ftronger attachment to you^: 
I bluflied at having failed in point of fin- 
cerity ; I purpofed to treat you with more 
confidence, and to make amends for my 
fault by a faithful difcovery of the truth 3 
{ flattered myfelf with obtafnir>g from the 

humanq 
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humane guardian of Emma, that adored 
hand, which Sir Edmund's lad will feem- 
ed to give him an exclufive right to difpofe 
of. I could not conceive that fo noble a 
heart could ever be brought to countenance 
fuch a will, when he became acquainted 
with the injuftice of it ; and when be 
(hould know for certain that pride and re- 
fentment alone had di£lated it? Full of . 
thefe notions, and of the moft pleafing 
hopes, I informed Emma of my defign} 
ibe was. alarmed at it, and coloured me to 
renounce it ; nay {he exacted of me a folemn 
promife never to reveal to you tjie fecret of 
our intelligence. In vain did I prefs her to 
let me know the reafon of fo pofitive a pro* 
bibition; fbe refufed to explain ber fecret 
motives for it^ her obftipacy in conceal' 
ing them from me gave me much trouble 
and anxiety, and banifhed from my foul 
that peace which began to revive withia 
me. 

Our arrival in London redoubled my 
vexation ; the filence yoa enjoined me con- 
cerning your Ward 5 your myfteriaus care 

to 
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to conceal from Lady Lindfey the daughter 
of a fricHd, whom you ought naturally to 
have prefented to her, and placed under her 
protedtion, with your melancholy on the 
road to- Bath, awakened my fufpicions. 
With what violence were they revived by the 
cruel letters of Mifs Ne(by ? By her ardent 
requeft to renounce that union to which I 
annexed all the happinefs of my life. The 
gift of her hand, fhe repeatedly told me, 
would now be but an ill-fated prefent, tend- 
ing only to make me ihare in the curfes 
called down on her head. That hei* former 
promifes and oaths, broke all ties between 
uSy and blafted all our hopes ! That (he 
would live fingle, and would never forget 
me. That her love, now become a fad and 
painful fentiment, fhould be for ever dear 
to the tender and unfortunate heart, whofe 
delight it h^d formerly been, and fhould 
never be extinguifhed but with her life. 

With what bitternefs did thefe.expreffions 

fill me, and what probable conjeftures did 

they feem to confirm ? How could I per- 

fuadc myfclf that Sir Edmund's ' threats 

> > could 
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€<Mild have made an impreflion on the fen- 
(Ible and confiderate mind of his daughter^ 
ftrofig enough to induce her to facriiice her 
happinefs and mine to fuch idle fears. Could 
promifes drawh by furprise from her timid 
fubmiffioD) deftro^ the force of fo manj 
free and voluntary oaths ? Had (he not a 
thoufand and a thoufand times fworn to be 
mine ? She did not accuft me of her mo- 
ther's death. Ever fincc her quitting Vir- 
ginia, all her letters aiTored me of her con- 
ftancy, and exprefled a paffionaCe defire to 
toake me happy : Oh^ fuch were then the 
fuggeftions of her heart? Why therefore 
were her difpofitions changed ? Was you 
the caufe of this alteration in her proje£ls, 
in her conduct, and in her fentimcnts? 
Did ihe diiTemble thofe alairms, thofe ter- 
rors, m order to keep away the unfortu- 
nate lover, whofe paffion no longer moved 
her. How thefe reficflions affliSed mej 
what tumultous and terrible emotions agi- 
tated me; how often, abandoning myfelf to 
them, even in your prefence, and looking 
on you as the fecret objwSl: of the refolu- 
tions of Mifs Nefby, did I find myfelfon 
6 the 
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the point of lofing what little npoderatioA t 
had left, of avowing myfelf your enemy, aqj 
calling you to an accoilnt for all the tor-* 
ment* which jTent my hearts 

After my return to London, I uhdcr-* 
went fiUl greater. I could not talk with 
Mifs Nefby but in the prefencc of fcverai 
witneiTes^ while you fpent whole hours ia 
her apartment. I knew the narrownefs oC 
ber fortune, and faw her furrounded with 
tiches and fpleudour,. Your moqey purt 
9bafed her iine cloaths ; yqiir afTiduity anti-t 
cipated ber wifhes ; you amufed her with 
diverfions, and you was-often cruel without 
being confcious of it: .you made me the^ 
bearer of thofc prefents, the teftimonies of 
your regard ; you incefiantly offered to hefi 
eyes obje6b capable of dazzljng her ; and I,. 
what could I offer? Features altered by. 
grief; that timid and clouded afped which: 
misfjDrtuoe wears, while overwhelmed with, 
furrow ^ %hs, tears^ ifiavailing complainta^^ 
and importunate. reproaches were the only, 
tribute of an unfuccefsful and paffion, of an 
opprefled iMsut, whofe fallea courage funk/. 

under 
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ii»<!er the load of dependence and humllla- 
tioh. 

My deep affliflion fenfibly'moved the ge- 
nerous Emma; (he fought the means to 
calm my foul ; but (he wrote to me in vainj 
in vain (he would have removed my fears 
as to her own and your fcntiments: letters 
which could not reftore my hopes, and which 
continually convinced me of her attachment 
to her cruel refol unions, added ftings to my 
vexation. She confented at length to give 
me leave to. fpeak to her, and, in order to 
focilitate the means of it, (he began to taka 
frequent walks in the environs of London; 
ihe every morning went out with none but 
Helena. We faw and converfed with each 
other; I found the charming miftrefs of my 
foul as full of fenfibility and tendernefs as 
in thofe happy times when our hearts were 
united by fuch pleafing and powerful ties. 
Her goodnefs difpelled my uneafmefs, my 
fufpicibns vani(hed, I grew fatisfied, ani 
thought my peace reftored : but can the lo- 
ver who has once given way to jealous an- 
xiety ever recover perfeft tranquillity? The 
2 momen- 
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momentary quiet he enjoys, is but a fuf- 
penfion of his fear$, while his former emo- 
tions are ever ready to return upon him. 

By adhering to her refplution not to be 
mine, could Mifs Nefby extinguifli all my 
doubts? In vain did file aiTure me that 
friendfiiip alone made you intereft yourfelf 
in her deftiny ; your condud difcovered kn^ 
timents of a tenderer nature : if flie was igno- 
rant of your love, how came flie, during 
our paflage, to forbid me to niake you the 
coiifident of mine? Did not her continual 
oppofition to the avowal I wiflied to have 
txi^dc to you, difcover her fear of the con- 
fequences of a declared rivalfliip ? If /he 
imagined it her duty torefufe me her hand, 
(he pight likewife think it incumbent on 
her to beftow it on Lord Lindfey : what 
claims had I on her, if her heart refufed to 
confirm them, and if ihe acknowledged 
yours. Couldthe ftranger excluded by Sir 
Edmund's will, without fupport, without 
prote^ion, and without a friend^ in a coun- 
try where rank, birth, and fortune gave 
^ou fo much importance : could he dare to 

Vol. II. K challenge 
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challenge the promifes of a young lady en- ] 
trufted to your proteflion ; a young Wj 
whofe choice it was in your power to rc- 
je£t, if it fhould prove contrary to her fa- 
ther's intention. 

How often did I reproach myfelf withmy 
impetuofity and violence ; how often did I 
regret the cafket fo imprudently left behind 
me; it would have facilitated my defign of 
carrying off Emma, and of conveying her 
far from England and from you. I fhould 
have no longer lived in a ftate of depen- 
dence on you ; fhould have owed you nei- 
ther deference, gratitude, nor friendfhip! 
Reduced to wait for anfwers from Virginia; 
uncertain of the time when they would ar- 
rive, and not knowing whether they might 
prove conformable to my vvifhes, I was in- 
confolable; I tafted not a moment's quiet: 
I incefTantly begged of Mifs Nefby to grant 
my requeft. I reprefented to her that the 
only punifhment her difobedience could 
meet with, would be the lofs of a very 
fcanty inheritance, theconfideration of which 
was not worthy to enter into the motives of 

her 
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her refufal : I excited her compafllon ; I af- 
>fli6tedher, but could not determine her. 
.Unable to fupport any longer fo irkfome a 
f)(uation, I informed her that I was refolv- 
cd to get out of it, fpeak to you, lay be- 
fore you the ftri(Sl truth, open my heart 
to you, read ypurs, and in fliort free my- 
:felf from that continual jealous torment 
.which your afiiduities to her gave me, and 
from that infupportable conftraint I lay un- 
der with regard to every thing that I wiftir 
ed and defired. 
f . 

^ The timid Emma fiiuddered at my defign ; 
&e trembled for niy life and for yours : the 
iad event \vhich had banifhed her father from 
his country, always prefent to her memory, 
had .for a long time pail fixed her ideas on 
the danger which feeraed to threaten the 
lover whom (he adored, and the friend 
Avbom (he refpeiSled. A thoufand times fhe 
had perceived the emotions of my foul, a 
thoufand times fhe had been alarmed at them. 
I was indebted to her terror for the happi- 
nefs to which I fo ardently afpired : it was 
the price of the oath which I fwore to a* 
K 2 Iraiidon 
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bandon my proje£l, and to put the fea be- 
tween you and me, before I revealed our 
fecrets to you. Encouraged by my pro- 
mifes, (he confented at laft to my happi* 
nefs. We were married, five miles from 
London, by a worthy clergyman, who bai 
the good nature to procure us a fmall apart- 
ment near town, at the houfe of one of his 
nieces, \vhere we enjoyed the pleafure of fee- 
ing and converfing with each other without 
any witnefs. 

Oh inexpreffible delights of happy love! 
Delicious pleafures ! Flattering fenfations ! 
Always fpringing, always new ; how great 
your power over a feeling heart ! In the 
arms of my dear Emma I loft all remeni* 
brance of the bittemefs of abfence, of the 
torments of expeftationj and for feveral 
months my happinefs deftroyed all traces of 
thofe fufferings to which my ftate of un- 
certainty and jealoufy had fo long made mc 
.avi6lim. 

All my wifhes were then turned towards 
my country. On my arrival in^ town from 

Bath, 
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Batiiy I. bad written to Mr. Stanley, my 
countryman and friend. His aiFedtion for 
me afiured me of his zeal to ferve me : I 
acquainted him with my adventure, and 
with the defire I had to re-vifit Virginia. 
1 gave him in charge to deliver a very fub- 
nliCve letter I had written to my uncle : I 
b.egged his pardon for having fo juftly irri-. 
tjUed him^ I befought him to remit nie 
fuch fums as mig|it ^able me to clear mjf 
debts in London, and pHt me into a con- 
dition to reti^rn hom^, and make amends 
hy my continual attention to pleafe him, 
for all thpfe imprudent fteps, and all thpfe 
faults which muil ^eceflf^rily have railed 
his anger againft me. I received Stanley's 
anfwer about a month before Lady Lind-'' 
fey's illnefs determinei her on her journey 
into Scotland. He gave me fmall hopes of 
being able to appcafe my uncle ; however 
he exhorted me to take courage ; to give 
myfelf no uneafmefs, and promifed me to 
fall upon fome means to convey me back to 
Virginia. 

Happy on the receipt of his letter, I could 
K 3 have 
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have waited without impatience for the good 
cffeds of his friendfhip, if this delay had 
not thrown my fearful wife into the black- 
eft melancholy. When £he found that flie 
could not much longer conceal the efFcfls 
of our union, her mind was filled with the 
moft fatal ideas ; the neceflary difcovery of 
our marriage made her a)iticipate unavoid- 
aU^ misfortunes. How were you likely (o 
receive this late and forced information ; 
how could (he find courage enough to a- 
vow a miftruft fo provoking, and a diffimu- 
lation fo blameable ; who could pretend to 
excufe her ingratitude and mine to you, and 
how could I bear the juft reproach of' it? 
Thefe confiderations filled her foul with 
terror J fhe thought herfelf on the point of 
meeting with the punifhment of her dif- 
obedience and violated oaths ; fhe no longer 
took courage from my promifes ; her* fa- 
ther's threats kept her in continual alarms; 
fhe incefTantly conjured me not to wait for 
the fuccefs of Stanley's good offices, and 
to difpofe of her trinkets and jewel* to put 
me in a condition to fly, and to bid adieu 
to the banks of the Thames for ever. 

Ire. 
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I refolutely reje£led a proje<9: which Em- 
ma never would have formed had not her 
mind been difturbed by fear. She did not 
look on your prefents as a pofTeilioiv which 
ihe might appropriate to herfelf, and ho- 
nour would not permit me to ufe them to 
enable me to quit England. Her vexation^ 
and her tears, plunged me anew into aa 
extreme dejeftion. You faw my melan- 
choly condition, you difcpvered in the bot- 
tom of my heart the defire I had to repafs 
the feas -, you offered me the means to fatis- 
fy that defire : you muft have concluded me 
at that time mad. For what could you 
think of my violent emotions when I rejeA-- 
ed' yrmr generous offer ? Strongly tempt- 
ed to accept it, but with- held by circum- 
ftances, I chofe rather ftill to fuffcr, than 
to add meannefs to ingratitude. 

Ever fince the happy day when the pof- 
feffion of Emma completed my deareft 
wiilies, no jealous fentiment had found en- 
trance into my heart. I faw you in her com- 
pany without uneafinefs; I no longer ob- 
fcrved you with that anxious attention, with 
.K 4 that 
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( »99 ^ . &*bcbt«-" 

«a never would ba>e c^t ^■' 

«mdbeen4ift«^^^^y,p.£eff.v>-''; ' 
look on your pr'fc°^*J^^^ v^^IcU, -'^ ";' 
Ihe might .ppropn-^ ^ ,, ufc tl^'^"' 
„o„«ouldno.P=-^'^^^^^ B«vc»»t*..., 
.„»bVemetoqmt£nil"^ ^^,, ,„W*« 

cxwme dej.&««- ,ir.^.„^ .n '*« »"" ' 
eholy condUion, you c ^ ^^ ^^ ^,^,,,, 

torn of my b«n ^^ «^^ „,,»,., u, UU» 
the fc« -, yo'^ *^^'^'^^ 7 . .,, (.„^W'»'-'t »»•" 

at that time ir.ai- ' ^* . , ^j,.,,, \ »•••)«:'<* 
think, of my >i&'^"t trr-'^' ''' ''^ ^ ^^ ,^j ^ „ ,,^1- 
ed y:iur gentio'j* 'J''"^' . ' j , j.j (,y i lii;t»W- 
ed to accept it, tat «■" j ,^,,j„, vl»»l» 
ftance., I cho(..=.lt'" **:''; 

the pof** 
"Ler fince the h*ppy d^Y ^**'" jeareft 
^, of £«""» '^"'"P,',,d found en- 
K, no jealous fcutim'^"^ u» 



( aoo ) 
that difpofition to giv^ a cruel intefpretatUn 
to the moft indifibrent adion$> and tot^ 
fimpleft expreflions; I doubted not that Em- 
ma mightpoffibly infpireyou with tendernefs; 
but my confidence in her, your referve, 
her viftue and her love kept up the tran- 
quillity I enjoyed. Ob ! why did you both, 
on the evening before our departure for 
Scotlsrnd, rekindle the fire which I thought 
cxtrnil. For on that day, on entering Em- 
ma'^ apartment, I found her in tears, pale, 
and ffaunning my looks; you fpeechlefs^ 
confounded, ahd aftoniflied at my prefence: 
gi'eat God, what emotions rofe in my foul! 
Did £mmit lament your enfuing departure; 
had you been Juft then acquainting her 
with your paffion ; did her tears flow from 
her regret that (he had deprived herfelf 6f 
the liberty of partaking in your fentiments, 
and making you happy ? With what ra- 
pidity did a thoufand ideas prefent them- 
felves to my mind, opprefs my heart, and 
fufpend the ufe of all my powers. You 
went out; Mrs. Howard was called for, 
and left us : when alone with Emma, I 
queftioned her concerning your confufion, 

hef 



i^er grief, and the extreme agitation I ftiH' 
faw her in. She beiitated, trembled, raif* 
ed her eyes to heaven : I am unfortu- 
nate, cried (be; drowned in tears ; I am tru-^ 
)y unfortunate ! On pronouncing thefe fad 
words, /he fell fenfelefs into my arms: the 
cries ' of Helena brought in company ; 
I was forced to go out, and all the reft of 
the day I could neither fee nor fpeak with 
her. 

The next day I fet out with you^ 
bearing a heart torn with deep concern, 
£atal fufpicipns, and that devouring anr 
xiety, mor^ difficult to fupport than ex- 
treme forrow, or even the moft unwelcome 
xJifcovery. 

No alteration in your condudb, with re<* 
^ard to me, gave me caufe to imagine yovi 
J>ad keen apprifed of the'fecrets of Em- 
j(pa : and how ibould flie have difcovered 
them, (be who feared fo much to let you 
guefs at them? What then could have 
•i^^n t^ fub}e<Sk of a conver-Iation capable 
pf tl>rpwing you both into fo great a coo- 
K 5 fufion?' 
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fufion f Emma's letters gave m? no ligfcf 
into that ftrange incident; but her tendcr- 
ncfs was expreffed with fo much energy 
and truth, that "I often reproached myfelf 
for having entertained any doubt of a heart 
fo fenfible, and fo fincerely moved with my 
flighteft vexations. • 

The forrow that overwhelmed you; your 
alarms on account of Lady Lindfey's dan- 
ger ; that filial piety which attached you to 
her, and which forced tears from you, revived 
in me fenliments too often weakened by 
thofe of jealoufy. I ceafed to view you in 
the light of a rival; I confidered you only 
^s a friend ; I partook in your fufferings ; 
my tears flowed when yours did; I deplor- 
ed the fad fatality which forced me to make 
you unhappy, and a thousand times I wifli- 
cd that your generpus compai&on had not 
preferved a life dcftined to trouble, and per- 
haps for ever dcftroy the tranquillity of 
yours. 

You Imparted to me your paiEon, your 
the tears and ftrange difcourft 

of 
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•^ Mifs Nefby ; the uneafinefs, the fad im- 
preiHons which w^re made on you by your 
laft converfation with her. This confidence 
cleared up 'a doubt which I was ftrongly 
afFe£tcd with : happy if my heart had enter- 
tained none on the aftonifliing conftancy of 
your fentiments. The more I drove to re- 
present to you every argument which ought 
to have induced you to ftiile a paflion fruit- 
lefs, contrary to your intereft, to your 
•quiet, and to your happinefs, the more you 
fcemed determined to cherifli it. How could 
I perfuade myfelf that a flame fo violent 
had never been encouraged by hope? How 
could I help thinking that Emma had for- 
merly admitted your addrefles with kind- 

^jxcfs enqugh to give you grounds to believe 

they were notdifagreeable to her ? This cruel 

idea I have not been able to banifh : it 

. hurts, it alarms a fenfible heart. Oh ! 

.without the delight of thinking one's felf 

. preferred, what pleafure, what fatisfaftion is 

there in love ? If I am to owe my happinefs 

. to nothing but fear, condefcenfion, and 

pity J I can never value, never enjoy it. 

K 6 But 



But with. what trivial circutnftances (!<^ 
1 fatigue your attention: this I hope yoit 
will pardon in a mind not mafier of itfelf. 
Emma had received the letters which (he 
expefted with impatience. That inftant 
(he left Mrs. Howard's, and prefled me to- 
return to London, where I was to receive . 
the fum I had afked of Stanley. You fur- 
niflied me with a pretence of going to re- 
ceive it : Oh ! how could I fo meanly lay 
hold of it ? Why, by too fcrupulous an 
adherence to the promifes I had made my 
wife, had I not the courage to break my 
guilty filence, and fail m my word, which 
had been too imprudently given ? I ought 
to have undeceived you ; confefled my in- 
gratitude, and renounced that vile diiSmu* 
lation, which gives me up to forrow, fhame, 
and remorfe ! Every inftant an inward 
voice calls to me ; as a return for his good- 
nefs, Lindfey, deceived and betrayed, la- 
ments the lofs of Emma, threatens her ra- 
vifher, treats, him as perfidious, as bafe«*- 
Have I then fubmrtted to deferve thefe infa- 
mous titles ? Oh, what reparation. -^-There 
is but one«— »I.(huddex to think on it. 

What 



What caprice of fate compells us to af^ 
Bift each other ? You are unhappy thro* 
me : I ceafe to be happy by yout 
means. After having fo earneftly defired to 
quit England, and to remove far from you, 
why do I fee Emma ovcrwhehned with^ 
grief? Why does fhe turn pale on hear- 
ing your name mentioned ? Why are her 
eyes bathed in tears ! -— Oh ! when you^' 
communicated your fentiments to her, did 
flie inadvertently difcover a regret ? What 
induced her to oblige me to fet out by my- 
felf, and to quit London fix days before 
lier ? Had.fhe written to you ? — - Vanifh 
thefe black fufpicions ! — » But alas! can 
my happinefs ever be reftored ! Can peace 
ever dwell in a guilty heart f 

Noble, generous Lindfey ; my deliverers, 
my friend ! You, whofe equity is fo weU 
known to me.; whofe virtues I revere j be 
you the arbiter of my deftiny : weigh all 
my titles, and eftimate your own; judge 
my offence and pronounce the atonement: 
if you cannot pardon, comeand punifh me> 
if you cannot renounce Sir Edmund's daugh- 
4 ter. 
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ter, come and force her from my arms. S^ 
long as the vital breath infpircs me, fhc 
never can be your&; but when I am no 
more ^ if it be poifible (he can furvlve my 
iofs, and that a foul fo fenfible can fupport 
a misfortune fo long the fubjeft of her fears ; 
if that faithful heart can admit of any new 
impreflion ; may Lin J fey wipe away her 
tears, be her confolation, and be happy 
through her. — Oh no, may no other ever 
raile a tender fentiment in her; dear Em- 
ma ! canft thou forget me I 

You will find in London, at Norton's the 
banker, the twelve thoufand pounds you 
entrufted me with at Edinburgh. The trin- 
kets and jewels, the gifts of your liberalitj^ 
will be remitted to you by him, with the 
whole of the money you was fo good to 
advance to the man^ who would be bold to 
prove his gratitude at this inftant, if his 
paft condudl permitted him to mention it 
without aggravating the j^uft reproaches of 
his heart* 

. . Helena,: who was left ill at London, and 



(207 ? 
is expefle^ hiere with all our effefls, faqi- 
iitates the means of prolonging my ftay at 
this place wltliout making Emma uneafy at 
my defigns. I repeat it, my Lord ; if you 
think yourfelf infutted ; if my blood 
flied by your hands can alone blot out the- 
injury, I will wait for you — But no, let 
us fpare Emma ; let us not heighten her 
fears : I can return to England, if you re- 
quire it, and give you whatever fatisfadtioa 
you dentand* 

. Why does my heart reproach me ! What 
emotion agitates, and fills me with inward 
trouble ! Am I not deceived as to thofe laws 
which honour feems to impofe ? Oh ! per- 
haps I oiFend Lord Lindfey by fuppofing hinii 
capable to entertain a dcfire of revenge, while^ 
-his elevated foul, his gentle and fenfible- 
•nature, may incline him to pity an un- 
fortunate man, whom a tyrannical paiEon 
-has forced to contraft a guilty which his 
•own • remorfe has- aflready too feverely 
puniihed. * If, . my Lor^l, it be pof&ble 
for you not to defpife me, and tQ fcygivjc 
me for a fault fo great, and fo ftrongly felt;, 

coa* 
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Cdndefcend to make me certain of it by z 
line from your hand. I will fet out: 
I will return to my own country, there to 
enjoy that peace which you fliall have ref- 
tored to me: and if, having loft the re- 
membrance of a^ paflion, which time, dif- 
tance, and all other circumftances do com* 
monly extinguifti, you (hould find yourfelf 
in a condition to look on us, one day, as 
friends penetrated with your goodnefs, and 
charmed with your virtues ; be kind eiK)ugl> 
to let us know the happy tidings: we yrill 
leave all to fettle near you, and to prove to 
you our zeal, our love, and our warm c- 
verlafting gratitude. 



ya 



Oh Monglas, how bitter is cv^ry fruit- 
lefs regret ! How dearly would I haji'c pur- 
chafed the opportunity of granting the par** 
don requeficd, and difmiifing this unfor- 
tunate couple, with my wiflies for their 
peace and happinefs. But who can recal 
the paft*^ 
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My whole thoughts were fixed on the 
(fifconfolate widow of Maubray, They 
were together at Amfterdam ! Great God, 
what a fight had my cruel hand prepared for 
the eyes of Emma ! At this idea, my heart 
was feized with a violent oppreffion. To 
what a fituation muft^this fatal event reduce' 
lii^r I ' Did (he lay her misfortune at my 
door, or know the wretch who caufed her 
fach mortal pangs i Oh ! had fhe even 
thought to avenge her hufband, and pur«» 
fue my life; yet ftill I wa« determined not. 
16 abandon her, wh6fe mourning and teatfs 
I had occafioned, CompaiEon, honour, fa 
many fentiments which I no longer dared 
to avow ; duty, jufticc, all urged me to fly 
to the afliftance of Emma, difconfolate, and 
plunged by myfelf into the crucleft afilic- 
tion. 

Being refolved to return that inftant, I 
ordered every thing to be got ready for my 
departure. While my people were prepar- 
ing to obey my orders, John came in, pale, 
trembling, difiblved in tears, and entreated, 
nay conjured me not to fet out for Amfter- 
dam : 
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Aun : forrow and dcfpair await yoa- in tfet 
place, faid. he ; Mifs Nefby has nownbnedof 
your ajfijlance : all the care and anxiety in the 
xvarld would now avail her nothing. 

What an impFeffion did the words and 
tears of thjs afFe£lionate fervant make oa 
my mind \ So foon as I could draw my 
breath, I ordered him to explain himfelf: 
he hefitated, I infifted, at laft be fpoke— • 
Oh, my friend, what a- dreadful recital l 
RecolleiSl the fa£ls Jaid before you in the 
packet, whofe perufal took . away the ufe 
of my. fenfes. That beautiful and unfor- 
fortunate foreign Lady, the obje£t of the 
generous compaffion of Madam d'Auterivej 
was— -Can I fpeak it and my heart not 
break — was the daughter of Sir Edmund 
and my Ward \ was the woman whofe feli- 
city had been entrufted to me, and whom 
friendship, love, and all my oaths had bound 
me to place in a happy fituation«. 

On his arrival at the houfe whither I had 
fent him, John learned the death of the 
wounded maji;» and the dangerous fituatioa 

of 



of the young lady, who bad fwooned awajr 
in the arms of feveral perfons who did their 
ucmoft to affift her. Forcing his way thro'' 
th« croud which furrounded her, he difco- 
vcred with a furprize mixed with horror,. 
the features of Mifs Nefby in the perfoiv 
who was called the wife of the ftranger.. 
Fearing to let bis extreme emotion be per- 
ceived, he retired in hafte; but being de>' 
firous to get farther intelligence before he 
came back to me, after fome little time, he 
returned to the houfe, and finding nobody^ 
below flairs, went up. He was the man^ 
whom Madam d'Auterive fpoke to ; fhe in- 
formed him of the deplorable end of an in* 
terefting creature, wbofe death gare her the 
greateft affliftion. It was in the papers of 
that Lady that I found the mournful parti- 
culars of this lamented and premature death. 
With what redoubled grief did I read — • 
Emma, dear Emma ! What,J^thy fair Form 
lacerated ! — Oh I let me turn my eyes 
afide from this horrible image ; unfortunate 
wife! unhappy mother f pardon, Ob par- 
don me ! Have not eighteen years of regret^ 

of 
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of forrow and rcaiorfe, fufficiently cxpiafe* 
cd my crime^ my involuntary crime ? 

A long and dangerous ilineft was the 
confequence of the inexprefKble grief with 
which my heart was overwhelmed. For 
feveral months my life wais ia danger. Dur- 
ing my weak ftate I wilhed ^vitk a kind 
of eagernefs ..Helena might be found out: 
iKe {eemed the ohly cneature whofe iigkl 
and converTation could aiBFord me any com- 
forti I wanted to fettlQ hc^ advantageoufljr 
in England, or. elie fend her bjbck ta 
Carolina^ enriched by my ^nerofity. They 
prel^ended to make fturch aftor her, in or^ 
der to fatisfy me, but Mrs. Hpward inform* * 
ed me at lafl; that the poor glrl> who wa» 
left behind fick at London, died fix days 
after the departure of Emma, at tbff very 
time when they thought her recovered, and 
ready to go and join her naiArefs in. Hol*^ 
land. 

Time reftored me to my fllrength, but 
did not revive my fpirits.. A gloomy IaB«» ' 
gour, and a black melancholy had juft feiz- 

ed 
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«d me, and never after left me, I felt 
myfelf unable to refume my former occu- 
pationS) or to undertake any new. I no 
longer reli&ed ^ny thing ; I had no prefe*. 
rence for any thing. In viewing every thing 
around me, I perceived nothing in nature, 
now dreary in my eyes, but one vaft defart, 
-where I was about to wander for ever, 
-without defires, and without hopes: nb 
more fociety, no more amufemente, no moi^e 
pleafures ! The image of Henry and Emma, 
both expiring, every moment drew tears 
-from my eyes, and made. me utter mourn- 
fal groans. Their long paflion, their union, 
and that happinefs which I had robbed them 
of, embittered their lofs ! What, faid I 
to myfelf continually, have I deftroyed the 
exiftence of fo happy a pair ! But for my 
ill-fated paflion ; but for that cruel eager7 
nefs to find out Nelfon, and to difcover 
ibme traces of Emma, I had not been a prey 
to heart-felt reproaches : In two days mofe 
I had received his letter; they would ftill 
have lived 5 they would have loved me ; I 
might have wept perhaps, but if love had 
forced me to flied tears, friendibip wouM 

at 
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at leaft have offered me matter of fweetcon- 
iblation -, I {hould not have feen my ielf alone 
in the world ; I fhould not have faid to my- 
felf, every thing is over with me, nothing 
can aiFed me mor«« 

As I could not poffibly make my appear- 
ance at court ; and as the town became in- 
fupportable to me ; I quitted England, tra- 
velled through France, viflted Germany, 
faw Italy once more, and went into the 
Levant, where we met. During the courfc 
.of our travels, you faw me always in the 
fame deep forrow. After a fpace of ten 
years, being called back into my native 
country, by that habitual predile<S^ion ,whicti 
attaches us to the place of our nativity, 
and to the firft objedis which flrike our eyes, 
I yielded to the dcfire of feeing Great Bri- 
tain; but I could not find there that com- 
fo;-t which I expeded. My neareft relations 
were now dead, and my friends difperfed. 
Almoft a ftranger amidft my countrymen, I 
repented that I had left you. Your affur- 
ing me you would foon return to France, 
made me defirous to fix my abode there; 

and 
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and the convcniency of a ready paffage to 
England induced me to prefer the province 
• wherein I now live : you long fruftrated my 
-cxpe<Slation ; but your letters kept tip my 
hopes and gave them new life. Your re- 
turn excited in my heart* an emotion, of 
which I did not imagine I had been fufcep- 
tible. I faw you again with a fenfible joy. 
You was aftonifhed at my retreat, without 
however blaming it, or perfuading me to 
renounce it : your generous friendship made 
you affiduous to find means to bring me 
back to the world, and to make my foli- 
tude as pleafing as poilible. You pur- 
chafed Malzais ; you made me promife to 
fpend part of the year with you ; my jour- 
ney to London deprived me of that plca- 
fure, the firft time you came thither with 
your charming Lady : how happy I 
«(leem myfelf for having complied with 
your defire the beginning of this feafon ! 
Oh, my friend, by what chain of circum- 
ftances and events, has the dear offspring 
of an adored woman met my fight ? Why 
was I not fooner acquainted with the ex- 
iftence of the charming daughter of Emma ? 

My 
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' My God ! what was my furprize and con- 
fufion when I perceived features ftUl too 
prefent to my idea ! I faw in Mademot- 
fclle de Valiere, the image of Henry Mau- 
bray, embellifhcd with the air and graces 
of my charming Ward. With what vari- 
ous emotions did I find myfelf affefled! All 
my regret was awakened ; a thoufand con- 
f4ifed fentiments both removed me from and 
attached rac to youryoung friend ; but when 
flie fpokej^Oh, what a tone of voice, how 
it pierced my heart: I thought I heard the 
accents of Mifs Ne&y ! A vvarm concern 
made me with to know the condition, 
• country, and fortune of that amiable 
girl : I prefTed, and even importuned yoii 
to unveil the myftery with which you af* 
feited to cover every thing that r^arded her. 
But you was miftaken in the obje<Sl of fo 
eager a curiofity. Oh ! it is not love; it is 
not an heart depreiTed by long grief, whofe 
homage I prefume to offer Madernoifelle de 
Valiere : it is a paternal afie<^ion| and aii 
ardent defire to atone for misfortunes oc- 
cafioned. by myfelf which revives my dejed- 
cd foul. Oh Monglasy Oh my; friend^ do 

not 
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not fuffer me to be viewed in the light of a 
cruel murderer: protect, defend, juftify me. 
Speak of my repentance ; join your prayers 
to mine ; afk and obtain my pardon. I ex- 
pert from your friendfhip all the confola-. 
tipn of the remaining part of my life. Yes, 
the felicity of Emma's daughter is fuffigient 
to reftore me that peace, that tranquillity. 
loft fo many years fmce; and if fhe con- 
fent to be indebted to me for her happi-* 
nctsj I may ftill fee days of comfort. 

Oh you, whom I have robbed of your 
natural protc6iors ; of the rights of your 
birth; of your name, and of your fortune, 
rejed not the warm attachment of a man 
whofe innocent intentions are well known 
to you. Let us weep together our com- 
mon lofs ; let us unite to regret Henry, 
to lament Emma, to preferve, and to ho« 
nour the memory of your incomparable 
mother. Dear Sophia, deign to accept the 
reparation due to you on fo many accounts ; 
deign to take my name; deign to accept 
my fortune ; be to me a daughter, and a 
happy wife to the man who loves and is 

Vol. II. L worthy 
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worthy of you. Ceafe to zSL\6k him hj 
your generous refufal. Indulge your own 
fentimentSi nor pride, nor inter eft fliall any 
longer oppofe his vows, his felicity. That 
ambitious mother, whofe favour you rc- 
fufed to make him forfeit, will be glad to 
give her fon to the heirefs of an immenfe 
fortune. I once fet a higher value on it 
when I intended it for Mifs Nefby^ and 
confidered it as a means to make her happy: 
•but fince her lofs, fo many rich poiTeffions 
have not been able to procure me one in- 
ftant of happinefs ; accept them yourfdf, 
and from that moment I (hall begin to en- 
joy them. You will not owe me any 
thing ; you will hold nothing from my 
bounty ; it is the fortune^ it is the inheri- 
tance of your mother, the property of which 
I will fecure to you. Oh ! do not hefitate to 
comply with my defires j give your confent 
to call him father, who is this inftant going 
to leave you, in order to take upon him the 
tendereft care which belongs to that namei 
and to unite, in eveflafting bonds of love, 
the charming Sophia to iier mod fenfible 
»nd amiable admirer. 

Jfl/Wif 
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Anfwer $/ Mademoifelle de Canteleu to Madame . 
•de Monglas^ on her returning the Packet of 
Jjord Lindfey. 

T Readily complied with your commands, 
^ Madam, in writing to Mademoifelle de 
Valiere. I am glad I think as you do on- 
this occafion, fo important to her happi- 
nefs. But I confefs with regret, that tho* 
I poflefs a confiderable fhare of influence' 
over her heart, f am far from having the 
fame afcendant over her underftanding. If 
you knew. Madam, what a terrible facri-' 
iice £be is now meditating; the condition of 
life (he deftines herfelf for ; the cruel firm- 
nefs with which (he oppofes my warmeft re* 
monftrances, my wifhes, my intreaties; and 
were you to know the whole extent of my 
friendihip for her, you would not entertain 
the fmalleft doubt of my extreme defire to 
perfuade her. 

I never have taken ofFence at her 

rejeding my advice: a perfon fo confide- 

L 2 rate 



( 2» ) 

rate as {he is, could not be expected to fub- 
mit her condu£b to my fmall experience; 
nor have I been able to inrpire her with tb« 
confidence ^ieh determines us to folloWy 
without hefitation, the counfels of friend- 
ihip ; but can fhe deny this confidence to 
ft^Onf, de Monglas? It is from him, it ii 
from yourfelf. Madam, that I look lior a 
hiippifiefs fo ardently wifhed for, as the cer- 
tainty <6f spending part of my days with the 
amiable companion of my childhood, and of 
the happieft years ^ myiile* 

The heart of Sophia will >d3»ubdeft melt 
whh grief at the fate of ber unfbrtunate pa- 
itots; but what ihpuhl raife her anger s^nft 
my Lotd Lindfey; what blame has he de- 
{trved ? Was he the enemy ot Henry, «r 
d{d. be defire his deftrudion, lie iriM 
flill deplores his misfortune, in not being 
able to (iave a madman from bis own fury? 
Inthislotagand mournful ftory* his Lordilhip 
is the only objed which interefts me s and 
if chance feem to have directed the events in 
ife^ our own reflexion muft load us to coA- 

dode 
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elude that tMy were (M-iginally brought about 
by t|ie ingratitude pf tbefufierers* 

How could tihey wbo owed him To mucji 

cfieem, fo much gratitude, prefume to doubt , 

9ne momejit,, the Aoblenefr and generofity 

of his foul f il<iw Qould Mift Neft^ ia« 

main filent ? Why did ihe aot ^cquatnt 

her guardian with the reafooa of the Araage 

«o9du£t of hn fythfii I Why did ihe net 

dcftroji hra gsowuig hopea^ by; the avowal 

^r her cflgageoMita t^yourig Mauhtay ? In 

f laicing her uarfei; the pt^oteAion of his 

friend, did Sir fidmuod leave his daughter 

ignorant of his defigns with regard to her 

Jind hiqe i On a fitffofttton that he did» 

eo^U ^ beJp <Sftoteiu^ the lovcf in the 

•eager affiduities of my Lord ? And how 

ceidd the pafl|oni^» the impetuoua Henry, 

.prefecve, amidft his tranfports^ b long a 

• cenaaiand over hiosfdf j Wby^ on hb quia- 

'ting Edinburgh, when he prdTed his bcaw- 

. fskdot in his arme, and bathed him with 

his tears, did he not own his paffion and 

marriage-? Oh, Madam ! could he be with^- 

held by a promife, by an oath, which nei- 

L 3 thcr 
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ther honour, nor friendfhip,, nor gratitude 
ought to have allowed him to take. Eve^ 
a£t of diffimulatioh is an zSt of perfidy. I 
feel my heart rife againft that fiery, capri- 

. cious man i and I blefs heaven that my 
charming friend has not been brought up, 
nor educated under the eye of that violent, 
impetuous father. Would he have infpired 

: her with thofe mild, amiable^ and attradtive 

: virtues for which ihe ftands indebted to 
Madam d'Auterive, whofe adive affe£^ion, 
and whofe vigilant attention, did implant in 

. the heart of Sophia, all thofe qualities with 
which herfelf was adorned* 

Forgive me, Madam, if I do not mention to 
,you the name of this lover of Mademoifelle 
.de Valiere, with whom his Lordfliip intends 
to unite her. She has more than once re- 
.proached herfelf with her timidity, the on- 
ly caufe of her ftrift filence in regard to her 
fentiments. The difcovery of this fecretwill 
.redouble your efieem for her. But I leave 
it to berfeif to unveil this myftery to 
you. 

Ijoia 
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I join ray wiflies with thofe of Monf. dc 
Monglas, vfith yours. Madam, and with 
thofe of Lord Lindfey j and hope that the 
mild, the fwect- tempered Sophia, will never 
deceive the expectation of fo many hearts 
intereiled in her glory and felicity. 



Letter, from Lord Lwdfey to . Monfieur dt 
Mongla$. 

T Eafily conceive your perplexity, and the 
■*• furprizc which my cxpreffions have 
excited in Madam, de Mongjas. You were 
l>otb ignorant 9f the attachment of the 
Marquis de Germeuil for Maiemoifelle de 
Valiere, and of the generous difinterefted- 
nefs which, ever fince the death of Ma- 
dam d'Auterive, has made your friend pre- 
fer a ftate of dependence, and poverty to the 
brilliant fphere to which love had offered to * 
raife her. 

On obferving this young Lady, I never ' 
doubted but that fome tender inclination, 
unfavoured by fortune, was the caufe of the 
L 4 . fad ; 
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fad peflLfivenefs in which I often furprized 
her. What codcern did this idea give me 
for her ! How often have I wiOied it were 
in my power to diiFufe joy and fatisfa(SUon 
over her animated and charming features ! 
How I love the Marquis dc Germeuil ! He 
will make Sophia happy, and it will be my 
happinefs to behold her fo* 

As I had been long confidered^ in my 
neighbourhood as an unfociable inac- 
ceflible man, I learned with fMrpri£b> 
that the Marquis de Germeuil had carlled at 
my houfe. As he could not . be admitted 
he wrote to me. An affair of the greatcft 
importance obliged him, he faid, to infill 
on being admitted to my prefence, and to 
have the favour of fome private difceurfe 
with ;ne, I confented to receive the ho- 
nour of a vi(it be feemed fo bent on. Ob, 
MonglasF why did I not find in thchuf- 
Iband of Mifs Nefby, that fincerity and can*- 
dour which diftinguifh the amiable and paf« 
fionatejover of her daughter. An angry 
purpofe might probably draw him to the 
houfe of the man whom he confidered as 

his 



f 2*5 ) 
kis rival. But his noble candour ibon oall<& 
cd forth nunc | our hearts mutually op^A^ 
odf and pur confidence w;|s recijMPOcal; i I 
welcomed, I embraced the man who before 
had feared to find in me the ravifher of his 
g;reatfft happinef^. 

Ok ! how the condu<Sfe and fentimentf of 
Mademoiielle de Valiere redouble my ad^ 
■fiirationandregafd. So young ^ ftjch fenfibi* 
lity I and y^ to pvefervc fo much prudence I 
How many proofs of a moft refined love in 
her letters ;. in* the innocent yet ftrpng af-i 
fiirances of her friendfhip, and in her adArico 
to Monf. de Germeuil i What generofity 
hi her refufe};. what a greatneis of foul in 
all hes motives \ who ever was more wor«* 
thy the good fortune which love and fricnd*- 
Ihip are preparing to load her with? 

((ks I was now Become the Marquis's firiend, 
I readily eoflF^lied with ati his defires* The 
mflmcM after i ftnt you my laft packet,- 1 
fel out wUh him in order to iifpek h\4 
jROtker to comf>lete )hs wiflies. You wilf 
fre by) the letter of the Counte(b de Ger* 
L 5 meuil 
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meuil to Mademoifelle de Valiere, how 
inuch the heart of that Lady is changed in 
favour of the orphan brought up by Madam 
^Juterive* . 

It is not this orphan, my friend, it is not 
the daughter of Maubray, whpfe condition 
would at prefent be fo difficult to authenti- 
cate^ and whofe fortune has doubtlefs paiT- 
ed into the hands of flrangers, whom I 
have propofed to Madam de Germeuil, to 
be the wife of her fon : it is my own adopt- 
ed daughter; it is Sophia JLindfey, who will 
fodn be acknowledged in England under 
that name; it is the beirefs to my fortune 
whom a mother^ jealous of the grandeur of 
her houfe, receives from my hand, and con-^ 
ients to name the Marchionefs de Ger-^ 
meuiU 

Is Sophia acquainted with my misfior- 
tunes? Is {he moved with them? Does 
ihe forgive me; can (he bear to fee me; can 
ihe love me ? , I expe£fc.your anfwer impa- 
tiently. If her deciiion be favourable to 
me^ inform me^f it with fpeed : all ouj; 

meafures 
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meafures are already taken. If Madam de . 
Monglas will be fo good to invite the 
Counters de Germeuil and her fon to pay 
her a vifit, the inftant when my meffenger 
returns from Malzais, we will all three 
fet out for that place. It is your bufinefe to 
fettle the articles which muft fecure the for- 
tune of your tFard. 

Monf.de' Germeuil could not let the 
opporttfnity of this meflinger pafs without 
writing to Mademoifelle de Valicre. He - 
fears he has offended her ; he reproaches 
himfelf with hi^ unjuft fufpicions, and yet . 
more unjuft complaints. He defires his let- 
ter may bd delivered to her after that of his 
mother's. Take care of all our interefts, . 
toy dear Mongla3, and be fo' good to ac- 
quaint me by the firft opportunity, with thev.' 
fucccfs' of your endeavours. 
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LET t E R XLiy. 

Stfhia de Valitrt to Horttn^,de CaiUdeit. 

^CXTHAT various amotions bas ray heart 
^ ^ cxpcricniced in tfie fpace of a few 
days! Oh, my dear, a thoufand different 
fentiments perplex me; amidft whatconfu- 
fi<»n of ideas do I anfwer yo^r ftrange, your 
vehement letter. Is it a dream ? Or is it 21^ 
reality ! Or do my fenfes deceive me ! AiA 
I known ! Am I th^ dau|^bter of Henry 
Maubray and Mifs Nefby ! Am. I defended 
from a noble family! Doesi my birth no 
longer keep me at a diflance froni that ge- 
nerous friend who vouchfafed to qhoofer 
mR in my humiliation, ^nd refpe^ me ia 
my wretched ftate ! Can I lift up my eyes, 
look round me with confidence^ and no 
longer count myfelf among the number of 
thofe innocent and unfortunate viAims of 
the moft barbarous of all prejudices ? 

Oh my tender friend I How can I a- 
V^ Uwelling with emotion on thofe parti^ 

iulars 
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<^lar$ wbicb you i^omifed to comrottwcattr 
to me ? Can I rcfirfe the tribute of my tcar% 
to an unfoptiwite pair, at whoTe lot ]^^tt 
feenn fo little moved ? Ob good Godt it i^ 
mjr father ^\\i mother vrhpm yo.u (eonx t^ 
forbid me to mouxn: whakt! fegU I aot be- 
wail their bard fate? Monf. de Moo^Ijvs^ 
the Marcbionefs^ even you jxjurfelf affuifj 
me that I ought not td impute it to LorJ^ 
Irfindfey : you ftflc mCj^ whgtj,i^g€ imuliiori:^ 
U condemn him? Oh, I accufp him not: ne- 
ver ihall I open my mputh t<^ a^waken hi^ 
£uffering« by my complai»t3: »o, I wili 
not add to the bittqri\cfs Qf the reproacheji> of 
his heart* J pity my LtOfd, I am far froi» 
difputiog the truth of tbi: fa<Jts which yoi^ 
Uy bofocc me, Aftor being aitade4y anA 
fwrcii u fiand on bk iefm^i hk ^Qodn^fr 
vjouldyet baiM ff or fd'^li^ wouJd have fpar- 
ed hi$ Ufe, Hqrteiifi^^ mi y«fr— But^/x 
Ifing repentanc^t bis virtues^ his kiud. intent 
iiansr^yif dear, hi«i friendihip for memcjt^ 
me> overpowers mc; the daHjjhter of Mi& 
Nclby m4iy ie olbrwed tq mjmgle ber tears nuitk 
ihoft of Lord Undfl^l to caU hun herfrknd^^ 
birfatheri but does the daughter of Heivy, 

Maubray 
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^aubray owe nothing to his memory ? SbalF 
flie become the adopted child of the man 
who pierced his heart ? Oh ! I do not 
ibftinately injift on being guided by own under'- 
/landing \ it is not my intention to rejeSffor 
€ver the counfels offriendjbip. I have told 
you many times, I am not of an untraSlahk 
d^ifpoficion, of an inflexible temper. At a 
time when my conduft interefted none but 
myfelf, I might be allowed to follow my eiwn 
fuggeflions^ and determine by my oivn pnn* 
dples. My fituation is now no longer the 
fame: perfons of the^reateft1)enevolenceare 
interefted in my. determination, and the hap- 
{Hnefs of my, kind proteftors feenHs to de- 
pend on my compliance: they wifli for my 
Lord's tranquillity^ they ardently deflremy 
felicity. What an attradive profpeA thefe- 
words open to me : be to me a. daughter j and 
ibi happy wife of the man who adthires you.'^^ 
And perhaps they carry too great a weight 
againft other confiderations.*— They bring 
me a letter— Good God ! it comes^ yes in- 
deed it does, from Madame de Ger- 
meuil ! With what furprife, what emotion 
Ai I pcrufe this letter : you Ihall judge^ . 

my 



my dear, by this copy of it, which I fend 
you inclofed. . 

The Countefs de Germeuilto. Mademoifelle de 
Fdliere. 

IT is with great confufion and regret, my 
dear Sophia, that I acknowledge my cruel 
behaviour to you. My complaifance for a 
fiamily violently irritated againft you, fuf- 
pended the eflfefls of my friendfliip. Their 
vexation at feeing tbemfelves (o long de- 
ceived by my aunt, land a jealoufy, which 
the difcovery of your fituation ought to have 
extinguiflied, drew upon you the hatred of 
all Madam d'Auterive's relations. I was fd 
unpardonably weak as to yield to their in*^ 
treaties, and to abandon you, at a time 
when your condition called for the moft 
immediate affiftance, and the tendered con- 
folation. Nothing can excufe that cruel 
vfage : and if my fon did not a£tire me that 
the noble heart of his conftaht friend is in- 
capable of hating the niece of Madam d'Au- 
terive, and the mother of the Marquis de 
Germeuil, I Ihould not have prefumed to 

flatter 



fatter mjkK witii ever ftci*g thqie fri^r 
ments revive winch: formerly att^cb^ ]p<^ 
to me. 

Can you forget^ mjf dear childV fuch* 
provoking inrenfibility ? Can you condef- 
eeod to accept thef tide Qf aiy ^^ght^r ? 
Witti what joy aoi I preparing ^ b^jftow it 
f)nyoUy and ta embrace a WQi^aft \\to.ba$ at 
her difpotal the b^piae($ of a fi^a, the ptjcd 
^f my love,, of my indulgences of my yanityi 
and of every flattering f^nlJHion of mf heart*. 
What! for more tban- a twelvemonth hay«yoi> 
made a voluntary focriftce of yourielf to hi9^ 
fortune and glovy ? CoiUd you remo^ftnttr 
|9 bim with fuch ^n^ejigy z^d diiinterefted^ 
nefs the du^y he owed to hia nxnther ^ to hht 
sipthec who abanc)pii^ y^ul Chwming girl S 
How has the h^Knh^c 0»1» 'm^ whiich yow 
appeared to have fSIkq, giveft a.luftre t» 
«11 ypur great and wbk vir'tucs :. without 
tbU tml the wprld. w^^ld h4VQ neoitmedt 
ignorant, of (bme ofyp^p biightrft fiiia)kies«, 
Xh^ hcira 9i Madam 4^4^tefive mufr fei» 
ever bluib for hs^vii>g n^^iucitd you la it. 
A/)d y.a^,. 9iy l^vfjl]^ ilttghteis, yM. «»iid^ 

pardoa> 
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l^ajrdon us : it is a debt }fou owe t9 the A^- 
periority of your cbaiader.. 



X 



I ! forgive ? And what, pray, fliiould I for- 
give ? What rights have I beea deprivect 
of; what "^obligations did the relations of 
^adam d'Auterive lie under to me ? Oh} 
whatever has any conneflion with her is 
&itl dear to me*. Whatf (hall I fee myfelf 
once more furrouaded . by my former 
Friends ? Feel myfelf pr^J/id in thi arms of 
Madam de' Germeuil j, hear her call mt 
'(27i(£^/i?r~ Indeed,^ my dear Hqrteoiiat If 
haye ooed to calm my fenfes j I can fcs^ro^ 
'fetch my breath— -Can joy be harder taboar 
ibah ^grief i Does it make us fixed tears 2 
'Oh ! whence proceeds this kind of weight 
that Hes upon oay heart. 

Lord Undfey's mc^nger, they tell me^^ 
wait$ my anfwer before he returns ? Am I 
in a condition to think, or refledt ? Qh my 
afFe£lionate, dear friends^ do you yourfclve^ 
anfwer for me: let Monil de Monglas pro** 

OOUHCC: 
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nounce for me j I fubmit my fate to his. 
decifion. 

Madam de Monglas tr Mademoifelle de Can--^ 
teku. 

T HAVE received your litters, Madcmor- 
•*• felle, as well/as thofe of the Marquis de 
Melville, r congratulate you on the hap- 
py event which you are both pleafed,to 
acquaint us with. I make no doubt of the 
fatisfa£lion your friend would have bad in 
affifting at this brilliant feftival j but we are 
to fet out the very day of your marriage, in 
order to effort Sbphia'de Valiere to Con^ 
d6n, where Ihe is take the name, of Sophia 
L'indfey : a neceflary preparation to qualify 
her for afluming that of the Marchionefi 
de Gtrmeuil: I have not yet delivered your 
letter to her; I take this firft opportunity to 
let you know fo much, from an apprehen- 
sion left, her filenee might alarm you. . 

Her moving interview with Lord Lindfeys 
the arrival of Madam de Germeuil ; the pre-^ 
icnce of her foa ; a change of fituation fo 

great; 
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great ; fuch affe£lingcclairiflements ; the ca- 
reffes of the Countefs ; the raptures of the 
young Marquis, have fo fenfibly touched the 
foul of the feeling Sophia, that her healrfi 
feems fomewhat impaired by it. Were Ihe 
to write to you at prefent, the particulars 
ihe muft enter into might poiTibly add to 
that kind of trouble and emotion, the eiFeds 
of which are juftly apprehended. 

I did not imagine that joy was ever ex^- 
preflTed by tears, by fighs, and by a kind of 
grief. Indeed thefe two lovers aftoniih me. 
I am but Iktlo acquainted with love y my 
ideas are exceedingly confinedwith regard' to 
the emotions it produces s but if thefe emo^ 
lions are ftronger than tbofe of friendibip,^ 
they muft be too ftrong, and muft needs oc- 
cafion painful- fenfations. When I confider 
thefe two lovers j who are here called the 
bappj couple^ I perfuade myfelf with fome 
degree of pleafure, thatthe fweet ccmpofure 
of my foul is preferable to a fentiment, 
whofe fo much boafted delights can pro- 
duce thp fame efcSs as grief, 



It 
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It ha& he^ tyiought pfoper to fuppfe(9 
levcral. hitters writtea from London to the 
oevif Marchionefs de MelviMc^ Cifcum- 
ftanccs very mterefiing in the eyc4 of a friend 
often tire the attention of aa indifiereat 
perfoo. After having been acknowledged as. 
the daughter and beireft to Lord Lifidf«]r>- 
Sophia was married to the Marquis dt G<|-^ 
sneuil in the chapel of the French ambaiTa- 
dor.- After the ceremony, ih« went, ac* 
companied b^ all bee friends^ to ^ (eat «f 
that Liord'sy adjpiiu^g to Wimdfor foreft» 
She paints ia a^^very natural manner, and 
even with fomc gayety, th^ g^reat aad imfy 
joy occaCojsed by the retusn of my j|^<k4;^ 
tb<r day» fte terma z. day of ,coftAil!K>A and 
merriment, waa fpeatinamuitngand ifle«44l 
CQtertainmenti of every klad^ 

In anotber letter &e expatiates 09 bis- 
LocdChip's goodne(s. His ajttcj^tlve bene* 
volence bas» npt been interrupted by hk ab* 
{ence. At all times hia liberality and his. 
provident care maintain affluence on evci;y 
part of his eftate. He is.loved and refped^ 

ed 
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^i if all his tenants ; . hb ptthnce ffls 
them with Joy, and evcfry B^kig wtiicli bat 
any ^AepeiKlence oa him^ h happy th/ough 
him. 

Being residy t& retttm to France, lh» 
<writ€$ word of it to Madam Ae Belvil^ 
le^ and acqtiaintJB her with asi advch^ 
tare la a^eeabte a6 unexpected, which ihe 
iiKt with lat Lon^dvi. A lady, who r^ 
fufed to:&ndin her name, ^refenttd herr<^ 
ather booie, and inftfted on feeing her HiHl 
fpcjddr^ to her. As Ifae was entering her 
clofi^ the young Morchkinefs knew her, 
flew to her, and they embi^ed an hundred 
tiine^, while tidther was able to aik the b^ 
tfacr wkat i0haii«e liad bt^Mght lliem toge-^ • 
ttor. ...•.:. ^ ' '■ 

This Lady was Cect}^^ whi»fe pttme* 
tion cDqitrAiited ib ntttch to felcen the vex« 
atiom«£ Mademoifelte tte VzVftre^ 4urkig 
her ftay at the Hotel do Tervilk, Hie 
pleafure of finding ^themfelves both in a 
hafiipy iGituation) added lo tbt fatMSirfliion 
tbbf ftk in^mtediig. 

4 Cecily, 
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:Cccily>, the daughter of an Irifh gentle* 
man, who died in the French fervice, being 
left an orphan very young, and bred up in 
the feminary of the New Converted j dcf- 
titute of fortune, and without all hopes of 
any^ at the age of feventeen, wa3 preparing 
to embrace a monaftic life, A lady of great 
piety was pleafed to fupply her with the 
means of taking, the veil; but love broke 
the meafures of the young novice,, hypre^ 
fenting to her view the eldeft fon of a rich 
merchant ih London, about nineteen. He 
was juft come to Paris^ where he had end- 
^d his travels, his governor 4>eing lately 
dead : he was on the pomt of departing 
when he faw Cecily. He conceived a 
very violent paiHon for her, arid at the 
fame time infpired her with the tendereft 
fentiments. He perfuaded her to quit the 
convent; fhe confented, left it, and they 
married : for fix months this amiable couple 
tailed all the delights of an union which 
love had cemented. 

Infenfibly their happinefs declined. Mr; 
Belton, the father of Cecily's hulband, : 
^6 l>clng 
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Tjeing provoked at his fon's ftay at PariSf 
fent him prefEng orders for his return, and 
foon after deprived him of the means of fub- 
fitting there. Being forced to go back toEng- 
land, Charles Belton conducted his dif- 
con folate wife to the abbey of Panthe- 
mon, where Madam de MongJas ftill was. 
They wept bitterly. The tender hufband 
could hardly confent to part from his 
charming wife: he paid fix months board for 
her, and fwore to her to return before that 
time was elapfed, and never to quit her 
more. On his landing at Dover, he re- 
newed his promife in a moft afFe<Slionate 
letter, wherein he exprefled at once his 
grief to leave her, and his ardent defire to 
return to her. But fhe waited in vain for 
a letter, and her hu(band's diredion at 
London, never hearing any more from 
him. 

For fome time fhe concluded he was ill ; 
fhe grew uneafy, affiled hcrfelf, wept, 
and became difconfolate : but time and re- 
flection at length perfuaded her that ihe 

had 
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kad Ijcen the viAhn of her love and cre- 
dulity. 

' She fcnind Ike \^as betrayed, abandoned, 
withotxt refource or hope, delivered over to 
indigence, "forrow, and bitter regret. In 
fo cruel a fituation her ftrength of mind, 
and the happy fingularity of her temper, 
preferred bter from the elkAs of defpair. 
Far from reproaching herfelf with her too 
eafy belief, Ae caBr the fliame of his leav- 
ing her on the perfidious wretch who pre- 
fmned to deceive her, and meanly abufe 
her ccmfidence and her fenfibility. She dc- 
fpifed hirh, and retained all that felf-efteem 
which candour and goodnefs have a right 
to indulge. She detefted the author of her 
forrows, and foothed them without adding 
any nrixtm-e of regret foir her lofs to the 
hatred (he conceived for bim and all his fex. 

Madamde Terville faw her in the parlour 
wiidi her niece, amd made her an ofier of 
taking her home with her : Cecily accepted 
it, after infifting on the promife . of the 
countefs, that no body fhould be made ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with her fad adventure. The fe- 
cret was kept, and no one in the hotel. 
knew either her ftory or her name. 

In the mean while, this huiband, who 
was become the ohjc£t of her aver fion, and 
difdain, retained the tendereft remembrance 
of her, and lamented his involuntary abfence. 
Before he quitted Paris,* his father had learn- 
ed with great indignation, the motives of 
his obftinately remaining in France. The 
very day of his arrival in London he con- 
duced him to Plymouth, where he put him 
on board a (hip commanded by a relation,^ 
and ready to fail for Jamaica. This rela- 
tion had it in charge to have a watchful eye 
over the conduct of young Charles : in vain 
did he write to Cecily ; none of his letters 
were ever put on board j fo that for three 
years he bdievcd himfelf forgotteji by her, 
as on the other hand, fhe thought herfelf 
abandoned by him. 

His father's death at laft reftored him to 
liberty. He quickly repaired to England, re- 
turned to France, and fought out his charm- 
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ing wife. His return taaght the haughty 
Cecily, that hatred, when produced by of- 
fended love, is not that. gloomy, that cruel 
fcntiment, whofe unrelenting conftancy no- 
thing can alter. At the fight of Charles 
Belron, her heart refumed its former tender- 
nefs. She received him with open arms; tears 
of afFeflionfell from her eyes; in a few 
moments joy chafed away her long unea- 
finefs, and both experienced the incompre- 
henfible delight attendant on true love: 
SL delight fo ftrong, that its power in an 
inftant effaces all the evils we complained 
of, and even the remembrance of having 
ever felt them. 



THE END. 
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